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PREFACE. 



rir^ H E following Letters were written 
■*• under very adverfc circumftances, in 
a part of France remote from the beaten 
track in which travellers generally keep, and 
where curiofity has feldom led to obferva- 
tion. As connefted with that ftupendous 
objeft, which has concentrated the attention 
not only of Europe, but of every quarter of 
this planet where human communications 
reach, they are offered to the Public. A con • 
fidcrable part of the colleftion was unavoid- 
ably dedicated to matters which muft, from 
their nature, be uninterefting to a majority 
of readers s but the author trufts to the im- 
portance 
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portance bf the fubjedl to compenfate for the 
poverty of the relation. Since his return to 
England Jthey have been revifed ; and would 
have been earlier fent to the prefs, had not 
reafons of a private nature interpofed to pro- 
craftinate his intention* 
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LETTER L 

m DEAR FRIEND, J^l '^fJ' ^""^^ 

Brett, 9th Nov. i794» 

APiRfORMANCE of thofe fiattering promifes, 
which we exchanged at parting, to meet 
for a few days in London, about Chriftmas next, 
|>rovided the exigencies of fervice would permit, 
muft be fufpended for the prefent— to be fulfilled 
when— is one of thofe fccrets of futurity, which I 
tlare not truft my imagination to anticipate. 

The wayward fortune of your fi-iend has again* 
expofed him to be taken by the " infolent foe," 
after an unfuccefsful, but I trufl: not inglorious 
combat, againft very fuperior force. This diiaf- 
trous event happened on the 6th inftant. f ■ 



To 

• The writer was taken prifoner in the laft war in America. 

f Here followed a minute relation of the battle, which 
the Alexander fuflained for two hours and a quarter, againft 

B three 
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To our great furprize, die enemy's Ihips cots^ 
dnued to fire upon us after our colours were 
ftruck. At firft we conceived^ that this unpro- 
voked proloi^don of hc^ilities arofe from their 
Oot feeing that we had furrendered ; but when 
their knowledge of this event could no longer 
be doubted, and the firing did not deafc, Ibmc 
among us, joining to this conduft a recolledion 
of the decree of the convention, which forbade 
quarter to be extended to Englifhmen, were al- 
mod ready to believe, that it was defigned to be 

three ihips, each of her own ftrength, and juft before flie 
ilruck agr.ioft five. But as all the circunifiances of the 
adion, and of the caufes which led to it, have been detailed 
by him, who like Caefar, knew not only how to execute, but 
io narrate deeds of glory, I have thought it right to fupprcfs 
my defcripdon ; and beg leave to refer the reader to the offi- 
cial letter of Captain, now Rear Admiral Bligh, winch ap- 
peared in the Gazette, either about the latter end of Ja* 
nuary, or the beginning of February, 1 795.— The names 
and force of the fquad^on by which we were taken, were as 
follows, under the command of Centre- Amiral Neilly. 

Cuos. Guns. 



Le Tigre, 


74 


T-a Fraternite, 


. - 40 


l>cs Droits de PHomme, 


74 


LaXJentille, 


. 4a 


Le Jean Bart, 


74 


La Charente, 


. . 4» 


Le Pelletier, 


74 


Le Papillon, 


- 14 


Le Marat, - i 


7+ 







executed 
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executed upon us ; and fo irritated were our fea- 
ttien, by this apparently wanton continuation of 
attack, that they had once nearly determined to 
renew the fight, and fell their fives as dearly 
as poffible. At length, however, their firing 
ceafed- 

Knowing from fad experience, that in fuch a 
fituation all diftindtion of property is confounded, 
and that the officers and public ftores of the Ihip 
become at once the indifcriminate prey of the 
€nemy and their own crew, I left the deck, and 
defcended into the bread-room. There I had in 
the morning depofited one of my trunks, out of 
which I filled a clothes-bag with fuch neceflaries 
as I thought would be mofl ufefiil to me, and 
left it in the charge of my fervant, while I en- ' 
deavoured to fave a part of what a very large 
trunk, lodged in the marine ftore-room, contain- 
ed. But this refolption I was incapable of efftdt- 
ing. The cock-pit, which I was obliged to pafs 
through, prefented ilich a fcene of mifery, as ba- 
nifhed every feeling, but forrow and pity. I found 
myfelf cncompaffed at once by the dead and the 
dying. The groans of the latter, joined to the 
cries of the Wounded, on whom operations were 
B ft performing 
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performing by the furgcon, and to the bloocJ 
j^hich overflowed my feet, filled me with horror 
and diiguft. 

'* Sight fo deform what heart of rock could long 

" Dry-ey'd behold ?*'— Milton* 

It " quelled my beft of man;" and, after two 
inefFedual attempts to penetrate acrofs this ftagc 
of woe, I returned to my fervant, and made a 
few ferther arrangements of what was left to 
me. 

By this time the French boats had boarded 
us, and taken poffeflion of the fliip. When I 
attempted to afccnd to the deck, I found every 
hatchway guarded by French fentinels, who re- 
fufed to let me pafs. In vain did I expoftulate 
with them 5 all the anfwer I could obtain was, 
•^ Ciioyerij telsjont mes ordres. . Jejuis republicainr 
At length I faw a French officer, and begged 
his interference, which, after fome hefitation> 
was granted, and on his fpeaking to the fen- 
tincl, I was fufFered to proceed to the deck> 
where I found all that confufion and diforder 
reigning which 1 had expefted. The Admiral 
had, I learned, been already fent away. I en- 
quired 
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quired for the French commanding officer, and 
wa$ directed to a refpeftable looking old man, 
to whom I prefented my fword, telling him, at 
the fame time, that I hoped, and trufted, we 
fiiould be allowed to retain our private pro- 
perty, and be protedled from pillage. He an- 
iwered me, that we certainly ftiould, I had, 
liowever, but juft turned from him, when a 
French officer feized on my crofs-belt, and de- 
manded it. On my refufing to comply with 
this mandate, he faid it was arms ; which I de- 
nied, and bade him, if he thought I had not 
made a full furrender of thofc, to fearch me. 
To all the arguments and proteftations which 
I could ufe, this gentleman thought proper to 
anfwer by force only ; fo that, finding farther 
refiftance vain, I yielded up the belt to him, 
when his motive for divcfting me of thi^ dan- 
gerous implement of war, at once appeared — 
a large filver plate, which was attached to it, 
being the bait. This he very compofedly 
took off and put in his pocket, trailing the 
belt carelefsly along after him as he marched 
away. 

The commanding officer being extremely 
B 3 iirgcnt 
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ijrgent tfaac we fhould quit the fhip dire&Iy^ 
I got leave to make anodier effort to recover 
fome more of my efFe<5ls; but univerfal plun- 
der and uproar had now taken place. The 
ftore-rooms and cabins were broken open and 
pillaged, and the moft brutal excefles com- 
mitted. I was furprized to find the French 
fcamen and foldiers even more forward than 
our own, in fearching for wine and (pirits, and 
equally eager to intoxicate themfelves: a new 
trait in their national charader. 

About four o'clock I quitted the Alexander^ 
carrying with me my bag, which was all I had 
been able to lave^ and was condu&ed, with fe- 
veral other officers, on board Le Marat, a name 
of ill omen, and not too predidtive, thought I, 
when I heard it proclaimed, of the virtues of hu- 
manity and generofity. Here I found our gal- 
lant and^eipeftcd commander, who introduced 
me to Captain Le Franq, the commander of the 
fliip, by whom I was civilly received. This gen- 
tleman^ fpeaks very good Englifh, which he learn- 
ed in the laft war, when he was a prifoner in 
England and in the Eaft Indies, In a very can- 
did manner^ he repeatedly defired us not to be 

under 
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under any apprehenfions about the treatment 
wluchjwe were to receive; for that if he, or any 
of his officers or men, fhould be found guilty 
of ill ufing prifoners of war, the republic would 
punifli the offenders. When we complained to 
hinj of having been plundered, he protcfted, 
that he had given the ftrifteft orders to forbid it 
to thofe who had boarded us ; and that he was 
fure they could not be the authors of our lofles^ 
as his officers were all gentlemen (he fpoke in 
Englilh) and his men in a ftatc of the moft ex« 
cmplary difcipline. We anfwcrcd, that among 
the great number of boats which had boarded the, 
Alexander, from every fliip in the fquadron, it 
was impoffible for flxangers to point out either the 
names or the perfons, or the fhips to which the 
parties might belong j and that we chiefly attri- 
buted our lofles to the precipitancy by which 
we had been compelled to quit.our own fhip. 
Upon hearing this. Captain Le Franq very fairly 
and honourably propofcd, that one of ourfelvcs 
• fhould be feleded, and fent on board the Alex* > 
ander, in order to bring away whatever could be 
found belonging to any of us. We thanked him 
for his offer, and cmbrace^l itj but the officer 

B 4 wh# 
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who went on this fcrvice was able to obtain vcrf 
little. Some few articles, indeed, he //i^recover> 
and to-day> as many more of us as chofe to go 
again on a fimilar errand, were permitted, and 
French officers were fent wkh us, to enforce the 
order for a fearch : it was condufted in a very 
open and liberal manner, although it ended almoft 
as fruidefsly as the former, the pofleflbrs of the?r 
.newly- acquired property having taken efieftual 
means to fccrete nine parts in ten of it from our 
fcrutiny. My large trunk, however, T difeovered, 
clofe to the door of the ftore-room, wherein it 
had been depofited. I blefled my good lbrtune> 
and fprang to it : but wh^t was my mortificadon, 
to find, that of all its former treafures (having 
clofely packed it with my moft valuable articles) 
nothing remained but two bits of black ribbon, 
ferving to fallen my gorget ! 

We had been more than two hours in Captain 
Le Franq*s cabin, without having had any re- 
frelhmcnt offered to us, when, at about fix 
o'clock, fupper t^as announced. The captain, 
inviting Admiral Bligh, and all of us, to follow 
him, led us into the ward-room, where we found 
the banquet fpread, and all the officers of the 

etat> 
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€tat-major, or ward-room mefs, aflembled. I 
was no ftranger (as you know) to the cuftoms 
of the French on land, which were never re- 
markable for delicacy and cleanlinefi ; but I had 
never before feen their mode of living on board 
their fliips of war. Our entertainment was fcrved 
lip on a large clumly deal table, which was placed 
(to fpeak in fea-language) not fore and aft, but 
athwart fhip, very awkwardly and inconveniently, 
furroundcd by benches and lockers, and in place 
of a table-cloth was covered by a piece of green 
painted canvas. Sweet are the joys of hunger, 
on fuch an occafionl After a fall of thirteen 
hours, and that in a day of fuch unceafing agita- 
tion as we had pafled, neither this circumftance, 
nor the garlic with which the meat abounded ; 
nor a want of knives and forks, and a change of 
plates J nor the batding of the moujfes (dirty 
ragged cabin-boys) for the fcraps which were lefcj 
nor the appearance of the company, who all fat 
with their hats, or red caps, on j nor their voci- 
feration of the word CitqyeJty the only title they 
vfed in pledging each other to republican toafts, 
could prevent me from making a moft fatisfaftory 
repft. Nothing fhort of the evidence of my 

, fenfcs 
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fcnfcs coiild, ncverthelcfs, have made me bclievcj^ 
that fo much filthinefs could be quietly fubmitted 
tOy when it might be fo eafily prevented. Indeed^ 
a ihip is in all fituations very un&vourable to 
fcrupulous nicety; but no defcription can convey 
an adequate idea to a Britifh naval officer, who 
has not witneffed it^ of the grofs and polluted 
ftate in which the French habitually keep all 
parts of their vcffels, if I may judge from what 
I fee in this. And to complete the jeft. Captain 
Le Franq has more than once boafted to us of 
the fuperior attention which he pays to the clean- 
linefs of his fhip. 

In the courfe of our converfation at fupper^ 
we learned, that this fquadron had been pur- 
pofely difpatched from Breft, to intercept us on 
our outward' bound paffage, being furnilhed with 
exaft intelligence of the time we had put into 
Plymouth, and of our force and dcftination*. 

But 

* The Alexander (ailed from Portfmouth on the 13th of 
September, having ui^der her command the Canada of 7.]. 
guns, die Adanwint of 50, the Thorn floop, and a convoy 
bound to the Mediterranean. Owing td^foul winds we put 
into Plymouth on the i6th, whenfce we failed on the a6th 

of 



ZN THE YEAit 1794. II 

But to proceed with the adventures of your 
friend in a regular detail. After fupper. Admiral 
Bli^, and thofe officers who had favcd their bedSf 
went up into the cabin^ where places to fleep in 
were allotted to ' them, while a fail was ipread 
below, for the majority who had loft their's, ia 
which number I was included. This humble 
couch, which was as good as circumftances would 
allow our ho&s to fiirnifh, or as we could reafbn-^ 
ably expeft, would have been perfeftly fatis- 
faftory to us, had we been permitted to retire to 
it. But our entertainers, no longer chepked bjr 
the prcfcnce of their chiefs who had retired, and 

of the fame month. The Adamant and Thorn, with the 
merchant (hips, parted from vs off Cape St. Vincent. The 
Canada was in company when we were chafed, faw us en* 
gage, and ftrike. Her fignal was made, to join and fupport 
vs; but this, which (he attempted, a manoeuvre of the 
«nemy prevented her from executing: Captain Hamilton^ 
who commanded her, then very properly began his retreat. 
Malevolence was not wanting to attack his character upon 
this occafion; but I am happy in bearing my teftimony, 
that farther perfeverance on his fide was not wifhed by us, 
as it would have caufed only an ufelefs effufion of bloody 
and the capture of two Britilh (liips of the line, inftead of 

elated 
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elated by viftory, and by an anticipation of the 
triumph which awaited them at Breft, on the 
novel and glorious atchievement of capturing a 
Britifh 74 gun fhip, now called for a frefli fupply 
of wine, and began to fing, in a loud key, repub- 
lican fongs, which were interrupted only by 
queftions to us, that delicacy fhould have with- 
holden them from afking. One of them, taking 
a candle in his hand, begged me to look at two 
prints of heads, as large as life, of Felletier and 
Marat, " Ah !" faid he, pointing to the latter, 
** behold the friend of the people ! he who Ihed 
" his blood for then;!" I looked, as he had 
defired me, and thought I faw all the diabolical 
quajities, by which that monfter was marked in 
his life-time, depifted in this portrait. Pru- 
dence, however, kept me filent. Poor Pelletier 
came in for no Ihare of this gcndeman's eulogy j 
and as to Robefpierre, they all fpoke of him, and 
'* bis reigny* with great bitternefs and detefta- 
tion. 

We were compelled to rife at a very early 
hour next morning, the fail on which we had 
flept being wanted. I would willingly have 
walked on the quarter-deck, according to the 

Englitti 
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EngUfti Cuftom ; but it was fo crowded by the 
men, and fo greafy and flippery, that I found it 
imprafticable. The captain, overhearing us talk 
on this fubjcft, very gravely faid, that he never 
allowed his people to eat between decks, but 
, always made them do fo upon deck, in order to 
keep bisjhip clean. When we faw that after thefe 
meals they neither fcraped nor walhed the decks, 
we were at no lofs to account for the ftate in 
which we found them; and no doubt thofe whom 
it profeflionally concerned, duly noted this cu- 
rious improvement in the ceconomy of a fhipr 
of war. 

About eight o'clock the boatfwain and his 
mates went to the different hatchways of the 
fhip, and fommoned the crew in a loud voice, 
*' aux prieres.^* My ignorance of what thefe 
prayers might be, did not long continue* The 
quarter-deck was immediately thronged by men 
and officers, who with united voice fang the 
Marfeillcs Hymn, with a fervor and enthufiafm 
of manner which aftonifhed me. \ had he^d 
it at a diflance on the preceding evening ; and 
upon enquiry learned, that it was thus publickly 
performed twice a day, by order of the govern- 
ment* 
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iftcnt. The fublimc mufic of this fine lyric com-* 
pofition, the gaiety breathed by the Carmagnole^ 
and by many other popular airs which are conti* 
nuaily in their mouths, during their moft ordinary 
occupations, muft produce a prodigious effeft on 
the pliant minds of Frenchmen, and highly con- 
tribute to invigorate that fpirit of idolatry for a 
republic, and that hatred and contempt of mo- 
narchy, which it is fo much the intereft of their 
leaders to encourage. I need not point out to 
you the good policy of fuch national eflablifh- 
xnents, and how deep a knowledge of human 
nature they manifeft ; perhaps no other country 
is fo culpably indifferent to the foundation of 
fimilar inftitutions as our own. We fire, indeed, • 
a few lazy guns on the anniverfaries of the King's 
birth> acceflion, and other fimilar occafions ; but 
we never ftimulate the paflions o{ our foldiery, 
by recalling to their memoriesi in periodic exhi- 
bitions, the days on which their forefathers won 
the fields of Agincourt, Blenheim, and Minden; 
nor re-animate the ardent energy of our feamen, 
by public recitals of the vidiories of a Ruflel, a 
Hawke, a Rodney, and a Howe. And yet the 
biftories of the greateft nations, both ancient and 
9 modern, 



IN TH£ YBAlt. 1794. X5 

modern^ lufEciently demonftrate the power of 
fuch exhibitions over ;the human mind ; and juf- 
tify me in affirming, that no people ever rofe to 
fuperlative dominion who did not employ theiti. 
How would the flame of heroifm be enkindled 
in our youth, on hearing thefe celebrations per- 
formed by the veterans of Chelfea and Green- 
wich I And what ftill more important fentiments 
would be difFufed through the mals of our peo- 
ple, if they were frequently reminded of thofe 
glorious aeras, when John was compelled to fign 
Magna Chartaj and when the declaration of the 
rights of the people was made the* foundation of 
William's throne I 

This digreflion towards a country, which bufy 
remembrance points to with unceafing anxiety, 
could not be fuppreffed. To proceed with my 
obfervations here:— The republican fpirit. is in- 
culcated not in fongs only, for in every part of the 
fhip I find emblems purpofely difplayed to awa- 
ken it. All the orders relating to the difcipline 
of the crew are hung up, and prefaced by the 
words Liberie y Egalite^ ^Fraternitei o^ la Mort^ 
written in capital letters. Tht bonnet rouge, or 
cap of liberty, is eredled in fcveral places, and 

crowns 
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crowns the figure on the prow of the Ihip, which 
reprefents the demagogue whofe name fhe bears, 
and on which is written an cxtraft from the de- 
claration of the rights of man. In the cabin (to 
which the officers are entitled to refort at all 
times) Liberie ^ Egalite are pourtrayed in fe- 
male charafters, the former brandiihing a fword, 
and the latter nurfing a numerous offspring, with 
impartial attention to the wants of all. But a pic- 
ture of another fort alfo caught my eye ; it was 
pafted on the outfide of a door, which led to the 
apartment of an ©fficer, and reprefented the prime 
inbifter of Great Britain conducing to a guillotine, 
his blindfolded fovcreign. The perfon to whom 
it belonged, on feeing me regard it with mingled 
indignation and contemptj would have begun a 
converfation on the fubjedt, had I not prevented 
him by turning my back and walking away. In- 
deed, next to the poor emigrants, Mr. Pitt, or 
^' Miniftre Feet,* as they always call him, feems 
to be the primary objcft of their abhorrence. 
Hated name ! never breathed but in curies, never 
coupled but with execrations ! To hear them, 
one would fuppofe that he is the only man in 
England hoftilc to their growing republic. Even 

Captain 
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Captain Le Frahq, who has certainly hitherto 
behaved towards us with more delicacy than the 
other officers, did not fcruple to call him " a 
" Robclpierre," To argue with thefe people I 
find impoflible j " but to be grave exceeds all 
" power of face." My only refource, on fuch 
occafioris, is to afk fome queflion foreign to the 
fubjeft they wlfti to talk upon : even here I can 
make ho progrefs j I am either repulfed by want 
of corttinon knowledge, or bewildered in contra- 
diftion. Having cftablifhed it as a maxim, that 
fome degree of information may always be gain- 
ed by talking to men of their own profeflions, I 
am as inquifitive as I modeftly can be, about 
their naval inftitutions. But, if my queftion be 
heard by more than one, fuch Ihocking abrupt 
oppofitions of opinion follow, and fo pertina- 
cioufly does each party defend his affertion on the 
moft ordinary points, that my only alternative, to 
prevent a perfeft equilibrium of mind, is to 
place the litde confidence left at my difpofal in 
the champion who has been leaft violent and vo- 
ciferous} agreeably to the old obfervation, which 
fays, the ftill ftream is the deepeft/ Their ig- 
norance, indeed, upon almoft every fubjeft which 

C has 
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has been ftatcd, is deplorable. One of them, itt 
pure fimplicity of heart, aflced me if London 
were as large as Breft ? I was contented to an- 
fwer him, by faying I had never fcen Breft. He 
was greatly furprized, on being informed that 
London is a fea*port ; and, to recompenfe me for 
my intelligence, told mc Paris did not enjoy 
that advantage, as he had heard, for he confefled 
he had never been there. A fecond had read 
Shakefpcare, ** and did not like himj he was 
** too>w*r^."— ** Pray, fir, do you allude to any 
'* particular play ?!V He feemcd confounded; but> 
afoa- fome hefitatipn, faid, '' Yes, to Paucippe:'--^, 
« To Paucippel" exclaimed I; « you miftakc; 
" the name, there is not any of his plays which 
« bears fuch a tide." He was confident he was 
right, and dicrcfore I begged to know the fable 
of the piece, or die names of the other cha- 
lafteri; but wirii them, this critical reader did 
not pretend to any acquaintance. I need not ob- 
fcrve to you, that none of thcfe oflkers had ever 
fervcd in die navy of France, but in the moft 
fubordinate capacities, under the king's govern- 
menii except the captain, who had commanded 
a cutter under Monficur de Sufircin, but whd 

had 
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had ncverthelefs been bred up in die fervice of 
the Eaft India company. 

We anchored in Brcft- Water about three o'clock 
fills morningj and I prefumc to hope we Ihall 
very foon be fent on Ihore ; but whether, or not, 
dn parole> does not feem quite clear. They an- 
fwer with great ambiguity, and apparent unwil- 
Mngneis, to all queftions on this head, pretending 
diat they are ignorant of what is cuftomary, but 
affuring us that we fliall be treated well. To 
be (hut up in a prifbn, in this cold and dreary 
ieafon that is coming on, is what I dread to look 
forward to. We frequendy defcribe to them 
the parole which is allowed to all French officers 
in England. But, whatever is to be our lot, I 
ihall not wonder at their taking almoft any flep 
to rid thcmfelvcs of fo numerous a troop of in- 
truders on their fociety and table. Their own 
meis confifts of fixteen perfons, befides the cap- 
tain, who lives tn common with his officers, al- 
though this^ aiibciation, they tell me, is forbidden 
in their naval inftru6Uons i but it feems thefe 
little deviations are winked at, in certain cafes, to 
prevent the too weighty tax of a feparate table* 
We breakM every morning at nine o'clock on 
C 2 Ghucefifr 



29 LETTERS FROM^RANCE 

Gloucejier chcefc 1[ taken out of an EngUfli prize) 
good brown bread, called pain d'egalite^ which 
they bake on board, and a thin acid claret, of 
which the Frenchmen drink very liberally. This 
does not fecm to argue the fcarcity of flour 
among them, which has been fo much infilled 
upon in England. A hint of this was dropped/ 
and great derifion followed, on their part, at the 
idea of ftarving fuch a country as France, by 
cutting off a few cafual fupplies by fea. Wc 
dine between twelve and one, and fup between 
fix and feven o'clock* On all ^hefe occafion* 
there is a fufficient quantity of provifipns pro- 
vided, though the dirty ftate in which it is ferved 
up, would difguft a Hottentot. I have men- 
tioned before, that during our meals we are fur- 
rounded by filthy ragged cabin-boys, whofe ap- 
pearance, contentions and impertinence, are in- 
tolerable. Among this crew of little blackguards, 
two were pointed out to me as the fon and 
nephew of Belcher^ who is one of the rcprefen- 
tatives from the Weftern Pyrenees to the con- 
vention, it is certain^ that when I challenged 
the boys with it, they confirmed it to me, and 
fecmed to glory in their fituation. I was alfo 

fhowft 
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ihown a third boy, about eleven years old, who 
is the fon of an emigrated nobleman. In him, 
nature is not quite fubdued : " Le petit — -^ 
" pleure quelquefois^^ faid one of the lieutenants 
to me. 

I have forgotten to mention before, that on 
the day of our being brought on board the 
Marat, we were fhown their furnace (which is 
the oven) for heating fhot. It is well contrived, 
and the balls, by means of a pair of bellows, 
would foon be made red-hot ; but I doubt not 
that " even-handed juftice" will oftener render 
this dreadful implement of deftruftion, like 
" the ingredients of the poifoned chalice, rather 
" the plague of the inventor,*' than thedeftroyer 
of the objefts of its vengeance. The motion 
of a (hip at fea muft, I apprehend, not only 
caufe its efFeft to be very precarions, but its 
ufc very dangerous. Be this as it may, every 
thing here was prepared, the faggots were laid, 
and the fliot were placed between them ; and 
they affured us, that in the moment we had 
ilruck, they were juft goin^ to heat them for 
us : a confeflion which, confidmng the odds 
due we had fought againll, was not very ho- 
C 3 nourable 
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noorable to republican gallantly. All ^ir 
ihips of war^ they told us, were provided with 
limilar furnaces. 

In the little time I have been in my new fitua^ 
tion, nothing has furprijed me more than the 
quantity of Englilh articles I every where ob- 
ferve. The cheefe, as I faid before, was Glm-^ 
cejier ; to which I might have added, that the 
plates it was fervcd upon were Stafford^ and the 
knives it was cut by were Sheffield^ while t^^ 
coats, hats, and iboes of thofe who were eating 
it, were alfo chiefly of Briti(h manufadtures. 
*^ Prizey frize^* is the only anfwcr we receive 
to our enquiries. Surely what one of their of- 
ficers told me cannot be true ! Seeing me juft 
now looking up one of the arms which help 
to form this capacious port, and which is 
trowded with (hipping, he alTured me that 
they were all Englilh, and not lefs than 400 
4n number. It is too well afcertaincd, that 
the French have been, during the prefent war, 
wonderfully fuccefsful againft our trading vef- 
fcls; Their frigates, I am informed, ouiiae in 
linall detached fquadroiis to the wcftwacd of 
£yropes whiKt we CQiifiiie purs, almoft totalljr 

to 
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to the Channel, which I prefumc to confider a 
very injudicious difpofition of them, in a war 
wherein the enemy have no privateers, and 
when confequendy the little ports on the French 
coaft, within Ulhant, fhould be lefs objeiSb of 
our jealouQr than heretofore. Provided our 
grand fleet can, after a parade off Breft, return 
into Spithead or Torbay, without being mate* 
rially damaged by the weather, we feem to be , 
fatisfied, and conclude that all is going oh well 
on the waters. 

How I (hall be able to procure money for 
bills on London, during my probable term of 
refidence in this country, is not the fmalleft of 
my inquietudes. I have hinted the diffiailty to 
Captain Lc Franq; but from hb real or aA 
fumed ignorance, one might be led to fuppoie, 
that paper-money had always been the only 
currency of Prance. The little calh I had by 
me, I took care to fecure in my pocket> which 
dcaped iHiiearched. It is, however, very ina- 
dequate to adminHter tx> my wants, ftripped as 
I am alny>ft to my laft ihirt. SouA as it is^ 
fomediing like an attack was made upon it juft 
now. An old mili/aire, who is eaptam of the 
C 4 troops 
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troops on board, came to me, and, with qikny 
profeffions of eftcem, offered to ferve me, hf 
giving me, in exchange for Englifh guineas, 
twenty-four livres in paper, each ; aflbring me 
that I fhould fubjeft myfelf to diGigreeable con- 
ieqi^ences, by offering to purchafe with gold, 
when I might land. He brought tt^e sfffguais 
in his hand to tempt me : but I begged leave, 
with a profufion of compliments, to decline 
this courteous propofal. Surely gold and ^ 
Jignats cannot be deemed by all Frenchmen of 
equal value ! Nous verrans ! At prefent all is 
myftery to me. — This laid captain has a fon on 
board, a fine youth, who b a corppral in hij 
iather's company. 

Admiral Bligh is gone on fhore to-day with 
the French captain, in order to be taken before 
the reprefentatives on miflion here. He will 
probably gain fome intelligence of what we are 
I deftined to, and we expe£b his return with im- 
patience. We are too well acquainted with his 
feeUngs and fentiments, to doubt that he will 
hefitate to facrifice even his own perfonal com- 
forts to pxx>mote ours^ and to prevent our b^ing 
Separated fix>m him« 

Upon 
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Upon fiirrendering our fwords wc were given 
J to iinderftaiid, that they fliould be reftorcd to us, 
' agreeably to the ufages pf ^ar among civilized 
nations, but nothing has been lately faid of thi$ 
reftitution ; and the French officers, on being 
afked about it, only (hake their heads, and plead 
jgt^orance. — How unlike thp polifhed generofity 
which once diftinguifhed Frenchmen toiyards 
enemies, who, in fubmitting to the imperious 
neceifity of war, yielded up anns without a ftain^ 
——Adieu ! 
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Normandie, ptifon-fhip, in 
Brcft- Water, ift Dec. 1794* 

IM u s T cORtnue to write on to yon, as if I 
had the means of regularly tranfmitting my 
letters. In the horrid dungeon in which I am 
now immured, it forms my only coniblatioa 
tO' talk to you, although you cannot hear mc^ 
and to compkia to you> although you cannot 
fiieeour me» 

Two days after the date of my firft letter, we 
were all, except Admiral Bligh, fent from Le 
Marat, on board this pri(bn-fhip. Such a change 
did not much fuf prize us; for the reception 
which the Admiral experienced from the repre- 
lentatives,. was fo cold and myfterious, as to af- 
Ibrd neither intelligence nor confolation; and 
Le Franq, who was his introducer and inter- 
preter, aSefted utter ignorance of their inten- 
tions towards us. 

Our fituarion here is extremely irkfome. The 

captain of the veflcl and his lieutenants are men 

3' of 
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4>f ferocious manners and brutal behaviour> high* 
"flying patriots, whofe fupreme delight confifts k 
bJafpheming all revealed religion, and in abuiing 
the Englifli nation. In the day-time we have 
nominally the liberty of walking upon the deck 5 
but this privilege is frequently fo curtailed, by 
the caprices of our gaolers, as to amount al« 
moft to a prohibition. At night ytt arc crowded 
into a fmall cabin, and hardly allowed light 
enough to yndrefs ourielves by. Luckily, how-* 
eveo I have recovered my mattrcfs and a couple 
of blankets. We eat with the ofiicers of the 
ihip, who are allowed a traiicmm^ or table- 
money, of three livres fix fols a day, befides « 
ration of provifions, for each of us ; fo that the 
h\x\t does no( feem to Jbc imputable to the g^ 
vemment. But either the markets of Breftaic 
extravagantly dear, or thefe patriotic gentleaieo 
make an advantage of us i for hardly a day pafles 
in which we have a fufficiency of any thing but 
coarfe brown, or rather black, bread, (b full of 
landy particles as to be almoft uneatable. Ocor 
breakfaft at fiift was bread and butter, and 4 
iinall red wine ; but of l^e the butter has bem 
l^n away, and either Newfoundland ialuBQ^ 
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«a Ihore. What think )^ou 6f tbefe'fpccimeils 
«f republican honour and ddicaqr to childreA 
of misfortune^ like mi 1 was fo traniportcd b]r 
itidignation at thoie who had thus endeavoured 
to cheat me, that I could not help dking them> 
on their attempting to renew the fubjeft, if the 
law did not forbid the depreciation of paper^ 
when bartered for gold* This regulation^ they 
pretendj relates to French gold only. To ex-* 
change a louts for more than its nominal value 
in ajjignttis were criminal : but mark the curious 
diftinflion ! An Engliih guinea^ and a Portu-, 
gueze Johannes, are articles of merchandize, 
whofe worth depends on the ele£tion of the 
buyer. Well ! I have yet four Englifh guineas 
left 1 Let me look at them ! Oh " ye ever- 
** young, loved, and delicate wooers! whofo 
^^ blufh doth thaw the confecrated fnow on 
*^ Dian*s lapi'*— and before whom even the 
fternnefs of modern republican virtue melts 
into thin air, — tenacioufly will I trcafure ye 
up 1 ^Adieu I 
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propnated to a fimilar ufe, which alfo feem 
quite fillip are moored clofe to us. On the rc- 
tufh of fbme frigates from a cruize, a few days 
fince, we rjeceivcd an acceffion to our number 
.which furprized me: — twenty emigrants — who 
for the crime of being Englifhmen were taken 
out of an American fhip at fca, after which the 
veffel was fuflfered to proceed on her voyage to 
Philadelphia, and the reft of the cargo remained 
unmolefted, 

I find thAt I afted prudenriy in not parting 
with my guineas. Since I have been here, my 
brother-officer from Le Marat has honoured 
me by a fecond vifit, and oflFered thirty livres 
for a guinea, pointing out one of the fcrjeants of 
the guard, through whom the bufinefs might at 
any time be tranfadted. I again begged permilfion ^ 
to decline this benevolent gentleman's propofal, 
and alfo two others of a fimilar tendency, which 
were made to me here. Nor did the event de- 
ceive my expeftation ; for to-day a little Jew, 
who mounts a cockade, and belongs to a frigate 
in the harbour, came on board, and fecretly 
gave me two hundred and fifty livres for five 
guineas, declaring it to be, the market price 
... on 
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Lord Howe on the firft of June. He told mc 
that he was very politely received, and was prefled 
to accept of pecuniary afliftancc, which he de- 
clined i but Admiral Villarec plainly hinted to 
him, that he was obliged to fupprefs much 
of the rt^gard which he wilhed to fhow to 
him, from the delicacy of his fituation, in the 
prcfent temper of the times. Monfieur Rc- 
naudin, late commander of the Vengeury who 
was taken, after the finking of his fhip. On the 
firft of June, and is juft returned from Eng- 
land, has vifited him on board Le Marat, This 
gentleman declares, in loud terms, the huma- 
nity of the Englifh, and the polite attentions he 
received from many of our moft diftinguifhed 
naval officers, whofe generofity left him no 
want : Of this lift I remember the names of 
Lord Howe, Admiral M'Bride, Captain Ben- 
tinck, and Captain Schomberg. Monfieur Re- 
naudin alfo made a tender of his purfe to Ad- 
miral Bligh ; but I have reafon to believe, that 
it was not done with that explicit franknefs, 
which could hope to fuperfede the offer of 
Monfieur Villaret, even had it been made pre- 
vioufly to it. By the way, the re-appearance 

of 
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bf Reriaudiiij does hot d littje z&omSh die 
JFrcnch 5 for the corivchtion^* }n order td gratify 
;the national vanity^ and inflamie thie minds of 
the peopfe againft the Engtih, had puWickljr 
fuinounce^i that Lc Vcngtur, with ii//i^ crew^ 
fiink with colours flying, di£laining to accept 
of qiifirter from flaVes whom they defpifcd; 
and a decree Was even pafiedi to perpietuati^ 
.this hemic re^utioni by ejredting a moniuaient 
jto the pvemojry of the event; 

I am forry to fay^ that MonOeur t^en^Mdiri 

Echoed the pro&flion qf his commander in 

chief, in lanienting that the politic&l prejudjct^s 

•which reigp here will prcyci^t him a^o from 

ading up to the acter^t df his wi/hesi in BXfcp^ 

ang to tijie EtlgUih, and the Admiral in parti- 

tular. What fev^ls do not thefe politic^ phron- 

zics geiifctate ? Be this as it may, I am all alive 

iat the thought of the fcene abgut to burft upon 

me i and there are rtiomehts when I am almap: 

tempted not to regret a captivity, which opens 

Ian inlet ii^to this extriordmary country at fuch 

a pet-iod as the prefent ; but thefe momentary 

illufions flit before the memory of the fcenes 

I have left behind. Can curiofity, all-powerfiil 

D ad 
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as it isj Hand in oppolidon to love and friend'-^ 
Ihip? Let me, however, but quit La Nor- 
mandie^ and then we will ftrike the balance. 
To-morrow I am to bid adiea to herdarkfome 
round : how joyfully! And yet I (hall not leave 
without a tear of commiferation thofe gallant 
comrades, with whom I have fo lately feughr^ 
Und fo fcverely fuffeted. 

The few remarks I have been able to maker 
are entirely nautical. I fhall detail them to yon 
when I can revife them at my leifure at 
Quimper. From a fear of being fearched, I 
have ufed f(Mne extraordinary precautions to 
fecure them; and if they be found they will 
not be eafily underftood, for I have fo tranf- 
pofcd the natural order of the fentences, and 
fo intermixed words from all the languages 
which I could recolleft (not excepting that of 
New Holland) that it would puzzle the inter- 
preter of the convention to decypher them*— 
Adieu* 
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LETTER IV. 

Le MaJ^t, Breft-WateT, 
i5th,Dee. i'794, 

THAT leifurc which I fo lately looked for- 
ward to at Quimper, fcems likely to be 
afforded to me here, I was removed from 
the prifon-lhip on the 8th inftant, and allowed 
to bring my fervant with me, expefting to be 
fcnt immediately on parole; but this event, 
like the refolutions of the Dutch Councils, 
feems to be put off" ad refertndum. We receive 
daily afiurances that it is to take place, and 
are daily difappointed of feeing it arrive. I en* 
joy, however, the fociety and converfation of 
the Admiral i and as he does not Ipeak French, 
I am the chief medium through which he com- 
municates with thofe who furround him. Captain 
Le Franq, who is married, living almoft cn-» 
tirely on fhore. So that here I remain, with 
nothing to do but to aflc and anfwer queftions 
from morning to night. Thcfe arc chiefly 
xiauticals and as you know my fentiments on 

D 2 the 
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the confequencc of all naval concerns to Eilg- 
lifhmen, I am induced to believe you will 
concur with me in thinking the fubjedk mo- 
mentous, however trite the remarks, or unim- 
portant the obfervations of your correlpondent 
may prove. 

Whether Sclden's aflertion, that *^ wc have an 
*' hereditary uninterrupted right to the fove- 
*' reignty of our feas, conveyed to us from our 
^' carliell anceftors, in truft for our latcft pof- 
" terity," be perfeftly deducible cither from 
the nature of things, or from the authority of 
hiftory, I Ihall not ftay to enquire. But I will 
venture to affirm, that when we fuffer this rights 
however acquired, to depart from us, the fun 
of England may be truly faid to be fet for 
ever. 

When the queftion of the relative naval 
ftrength of the two nations is agitated, which 
it often is> I am tempted to cry out to my 
country. In the words of the Grecian oracle>— 
•* Truft to your wooden walls/' — I am the more 
confirmed in this opinion, from reading every 
day in the bulletins of the aftoniftiing fuc- 
ccffcs of this people,, both in the Pyrenees, and 
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on the frontier of Holland. They openly boaft 
of being ablc^ in a flxort time, to penetrate to 
Madrid; to force the German powers to peaces 
and to totally fubdue the Dutch. — And thea 
** Delenda eft Carthago:* I accufe not thofc 
with whom I converfe of ufing this, or any 
other Latin phrafe; btat you will fmile on being 
told that they habitually call us Carthaginians, 
and themfclves Romans. They pay us, how- 
ever, the compliment of declaring, that we 
are the only enemies worth combating. They 
iligmatize the Spaniards as cowards : at Ger- 
man tadkics, when oppofed to the energy and 
cnthuGafm of republicans,' they laugh : Dutch 
apathy can . alarm no one. But this refpeft is 
confined to our naval charadbcr. Our impo- 
tent interference and puny attempts on the Con- 
tinent they treat only with ridicule and derifion. 
This fpirit is not new : A noble lord, now high 
in rank in the Britilh army, told me nearly 
twenty years ago, when we were on fervice to- 
gether in America, that when he was very 
young, and travelling in France, a general of^ 
Acer, on hearing him relate that he was de« 
Cgned for the army, expreffed his furprisce that 
D 3 any 
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ahy^Engliihman, to whom the choice was left, 
Ihould hcfitate to prefer entering into the navy. 
Are the fcorh and contempt of our enemies 
neceffary to teach us in what our true g^-an- 
deur, our real national pre-eminence, con-- 
lifts? It is certain that at prefent we far furpals 
them in the number of our (hips, in the dex- 
terity of our feamen, and in the interior re- 
gulations of our fervice 5 but I am perfuaded, 
that they will hereafter ftrain every nerve to 
equal and exceed us. I know, that by very high 
authority the naval power of France has been 
denominated " forced and unnatural 5" but let 
thofe who apply to it epithets fo devoid of 
knowledge and refledion, remember the (hort 
period in which Louis XIV. created this navy, 
and its refurredtion in 1778, when, to the 
aftonifhment of all Europe, notwithftanding its 
wafted and difaftrous condition but fifteen years 
before, it fuddenly ftarted up, fingly, to conteft 
the empire of the fea with Britain, and for four 
years (until the 12th of April 1782) poifed 
the fcalc of yidtory againft its formidable an-r 
tagonift. / 

Nature has denied to France a port in th? 

, . Channel, 
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Channel, capable of receiving large Ihips; but 
if art can fuppljr the deficiency, they fccm de- 
termined to employ it to its utmoft extent. 
Whedier the works at Cherbourg are proceed- 
ing or not, I cannot cxaftly learn i but it is 
certain, that the fchcme of rendering it fecure 
for Une of battle (hips is not utterly abandon- 
ed; and who can doubt, that it will either be 
carried on diere, or in fome neighbouring 
port, widi accelerated vigour, on a return, of 
peace ? Their warlike fpirit now runs fo high, 
and is fo univcrfally diflWed, that many, years 
muft elapfe ere it will fubfide. It is a train of 
gun-powder, to which, in the prefent temper of 
the people, a fpark wiU give fire. A hatred 
of EngTand is foftered with unceafing care. In 
nothing does this inveterate fpirit againft us de- 
monftratc itfelf fo bitterly, as in the abhorrence 
with which they always mention our taking 
poffeffion of Toulon: « You gained it like 
« traiprs} you fled from it like poltroons." 
On the celebrated meafure of making them 4 
prefent of four Ihips of the line, and f« 
thoufend of their beft feamen, which were fent 
to Brcft and Rochfort from the Mediterranean, 

D4 ;bcjr 
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they often make thcmfclvcs merry, and u4 
feiious, by pointing out the (hips as they now 
lie near to us, equipped and re^dy for fea ; a^d 
by affirming, that the fupply oi men thus rc-^ 
ceived enabled them to fit out thofe cruizing 
fijuadrons which have to forely diftreffcd our 
commerce. 

How incumbent upon us^ then^^ is it becomt 
to guard againft the effedls, which a propaga- 
tion of this principle will inevitably produce ! 
Naval perieftion is, I am well aware, like al) 
pther perfeftioris, placed beyond human reach i 
but the road to excellence is open. In it wc 
have advanced before our rivals in all branches 
of naval fuperiority but one: I mean Ihip- 
building. Our veflcls want length, and in the 
cohftrudion of their bottoms are yndeniably 
very inferior to thofe of our enemies. Hence 
the continual efcapes of the French fleets from 
ours, by fuperior failing, when we want tQ 
bring them to aftion, which no ft:ill> diligencCj, 
ftr bravery in our commanders can furmount^ 
We poffefs models froni which we might Icarq 
|Q correct our errors, and fupply our defi- 
ciencies 5 but thefc patterns we are mpr^ ready 
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10 deftroy than to imitate, ^ if fearful left com* 
tyarifon of them with our own produfticnis 
piould demonflrate our inferiority. Thus do 
we continue obflinately to grope on in a dark 
?nd fuperannuated track, merely becaufe our 
^ceilors preceded us in it. The truth is, the 
-art of (hip-building has been cultivated in 
France by men of fcience, enlightened by a 
previous fhidy of its theory : whereas in Eng- 
land it ha3 been committed to the management 
of thofe, who for the moft part have certainly 
had no room to boaft of a fcientific education^ 
or a laborious culmination of principles; and 
who could juftly lay claim to the merit of ob- 
fervatipn only. In a country fo eminent for 
^athemadcal acquirements as ours, is it not ex- 
traordinary, that this mofl ufeful branch of 
knowledge fhould have been fo rarely applie4 
to na|ional advantage ? What treatifes on this^ 
important fubjeft can we oppofe to thole, which. 
$ave been publifhed by French acadeniicians, 
apd 1^ Bpuguier in particular ? 

" Oh ! for a bridge to pafs over two hundred 
^f ^ourmd/ani'CuloUes /" I hear often cxclaim- 
f 4* Not that bridge which^ according to MU^on^^ 

Death 
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Death confolidated acrofs Chaos> could be more 
&tal to the remaining innocence of our 6rft 
parents, than fuch a ftrufture^ in the Ihape of 
a fuperior fleet, would prove to their Englifh 
defcendants. To prevent its eredtion, or to 
have a chofen band of pioneers ready to deftroy 
it, muft be our concern. I am, however, well 
convinced, that hitherto they have never fe- 
rioufly intended to invade us. This bug-bear 
has now for more than a century been em- 
ployed tQ affright us; to cramp our foreign 
efforts; to diminifli our fum of productive' la- 
bour, one of the moft important of national 
confiderations ; and to debauch the manners of 
pur artifans and peafants in camps and bar- 
racks*. 

I have been curious to hear their account of 
the fignal defeat, which they experienced on 

• Since the above was written, I have read Major Cart- 
wright's opinion on this fubjeft ; and am only more 
thoroughly convinced from his arguments, that neither a 
*' Saxon militia,** or any other militia, beyond thp regular 
tilablKhment of the kingdom, is neceflary for our pre* 
fervation from iuvafion, which c^n be eflfc^ed by a ftroug 
paval force only. 
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the firft of June. This Ihip was not in their 
fleet, having been launched ftnce \ but Captsun 
Le Franq commanded on that day L'Entrc- 
prenant, of 74 guns, and fome of the other of- 
ficers were alfo parties concerned. Not the in- 
vincible fuperiority of Britiih feamen in fight- 
ing and managing their fhips, but " Treafonl 
" treafon ! joined to the ignorance, obftinacy, 
" and cowardice of Jean Bon St. Andre, caufed 
*' the lofs of the day/' This naval didator, 
who from a Hugonot curate at the foot of the 
Pyrenees was raifed to be a member of the 
convention, and delegated by that body to fupcr- 
intend the equipment, and dircft the manoeuvres, 
of a great fleet, is never mentioned but with 
execration. His flar fet with that of his mafl:er, 
Rbbefpierre. I have heard an officer aflfert, 
that he Jaw him, in the heat of the engage-r 
ment, feized with a fudden emotion, ftart from 
Admiral Villaret, near whom he was Handing, 
in the fliern-gallery of La Montague, and run 
pale and breatjhlefs down to the lower gun- 
deck, under a pretence of encouraging the men; 
nor could he be drawn thence, until the dan- 
ger was over. " His fcamanfliip," continued 

thi$ 
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this gentleman, ^^ confided in having made one 
^ fliort paflage. He might be a good ecrlvain 
^ eu fecretaire j but for the marine I Ob! k 

^vilain /" But for him, they fay, the 

aftion would have been renewed, agreeably to 
fhe wiflies and reprefcntations of Monfieur Vil- 
laret j for *' the Englijh were beaten, and might 
" have been defiroyedJ*^\ cannot help thinking, 
that if Jean Ben St. Jndre really did prevent a 
renewal of the battle, he is not altogether fo ob- 
lioxious to the reproaches of his fellow-citizens 
^ they defcribe him to be, France is not the 
firft republifc which has profited, by declining to 
combat a viftorious enemy, — A fccond caufe 
of the difafter of the day arofe from Lord 
Howe having gained poflefTion of a copy of 
the French fignals, which was procured by 
^* the guineas of Pitt ,** fo that he was enabled 
to divine all their intentions, and to counteraft 
them. It is certain, that fome of their captains 
were gullotined^, after the return of the fleet to 
Breft, but whether on a fufpiciqn of cowardice, 
or perfidy, I know not. How confolatory to 
French vanity are thefe fatisfaftory folution? of 
^is dreadful overthrow { Happy people I who» 
^ ia 
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In all your coiiflids againfl other nations, con- 
quer by fupcrior fkill and bravery only 3 and 
arc never vanquiflicd but by difparity of number 
on the fide x>f your enemy, or by treachery 
among yourielves ! 

. An error, which you with myfelf, and all other 
Engliflirtien, have fallen into about this engage- 
ment, I muft beg leave to cof reft, or at leaft to 
cflfer you my r eafons for believing it to be one* 
—Lord Howe's account of the adion ftates, th^t 
two fliips o( the enemy were funk* Of Lc 
Vengeur we will not ipcak: here proof is pofi* 
tive* But 1 am periuaded flie was ihe only 
one. This the French pofitively affert j and 1 
beg leave fo far to join with them, as to ob- 
ferve, that when in Admiral Montagu's {qua- 
dron (of which the Alexander formed a part) 
we were chafed^ on the ninth of June, by the 
Ihattercd remnant of their fleets which was 
ftcering to Breft, it was compofed of mnetem 
fail of the line. Now, I apprehend it to be 
certain, that on the day of battle this fleet con- 
fifted but of twenty -fix (hips, fix of which 
Wpre captured and brought into England 5 fo 
that it Ihould appear xh^feventby Le Vengeur,* 
made up the original number. But befide the 

ftrong 
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ftrong prefumption which this circumilanCe af* 
fordsy I have received aflurances from fo many 
quarters (and particularly from one not re- 
markably friendly to the prefent fyftem) 'that 
I am convinced one fhip only was ient to the 
bottom on the firft of June. Indeed^ in matters 
of this nature, owing to the pafiions of thofe 
engaged^ and the innumerable caufes which ob** 
flruft vifronj we ihould always receive fimilar 
relations cum grano falis. In Lord Rodney's 
aftion of the 12th of April 1782, a French 
fliip, faid to be Le Diademe, was fuppofed to 
be funk; but I believe fubfcquent accounts 
clearly evinced that fuch an event did not 
happen. However, the French are more than 
even with us upon this head s for I have heard 
Ibme of them pofitively aflBrm, that they faw 
three, and others four of our fhips, among 
which was the Queen Charlotte, go down on 
the firft of June. And when I affurcd the 
gentleman who furnifhed me with this laft piece 
of information, " on the evidence of his own 
** fenfes," that he had been deceived, he only 
fliook his head, and continued, like your friend, * 
a fceptic. 

The remainder of this letter fliall be dedi- 
cated 
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cated tb a detail of thofe detached parts of their 
naval inftitucions, cuftoms, and prefent ftate, 
which I have been enabled to pick up. In ge- 
neral I think them inferior, becaufe lefs eafily 
pradlicable, to our own, but many of them dc-- 
ferve confideration. *' Pas eft et ab hafte doceri.*^ 

The difcipline of their men ftruck me at thcL 
firft view as contemptible ; and yet I muft con- 
fefs that I was furprized by the ftate of fubor- 
dination in which I afterwards found them. The 
feaman or foldicr addrefles his commander by 
the title of Gtcyeny and receives in return the 
feme appellation 5 but in the five weeks I have 
lived among them, I have witneffed only one 
inftance of difobedience. The offender was a 
foldicr, who rcfiifed to aflift in performing fome 
of the ordinary duties of the fhip. A court-mar- 
tial, ox con/eilde difcipline as they call it, was im- 
mediately holden upon him, by order of Captain 
Le Franq, who profecuted. It confiftcd of a 
lieutenant of the fhip and three feamen, and of 
two fcrjeants and a corporal of the troops. 
The prifoner pleaded ignorance of the law on 
this head; and that when he had voluntarily 
enrolled himfelf to ferve as a foldier, it wai 

under 
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linder an idea of not being cmpclled to do ttiat 
which ought to he the reftdt of inclinatim only. 
This defence was deemed fo unfatisfe(3:ory> that 
die offender was fentenced to three niottths im- 
jHifonment on fliorCi 

All the judicial infHttitions of their navy, ani 
the punifhments allowed to be infliftedi as well 
as the cafes to which they apply, arc ftriaiy 
defined* The coijfeil de dtfcipline is impowered tp 
try only inferior officers and men. The officers 
of the etat major (anfwering nearly to thofe of 
our ward-room) and all above them, can be tried 
only by a board of officers, who afTemblem the 
admiral*s fhip* Neither of thefe courts has 
the power of condemning to death : all offences 
of a capital nature muft be tried before the re<- 
volutionary tribunal. The punifhments en- 
joined are flogging in certain cafes, the number 
of lafhes being limited; running the ganUopei 
ducking from the yard-arm j confinemcjit on 
ihore, or in the lion's den (boatfwain's ftore- 
foom); iloppage of pay ; and degradation. The 
three lafl extend to officers. A prifoncr's al- 
lowance of wine is always (bopped. No man 
can be punifhed but by a &ntence of the 4:on[ei^ 

4^ 
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the fhip, it is pofitively direfted, that no 
" French citizen" Ihall, on any account what* 
ever, »bc ftruck ; but he m^y be fiijhed as vio- 
lently as may be found neceflary. For giving 
a box on the ear an officer would be caftilered ; 
but to dafti a man's head againft the fhip's fide, 
fo as to crulh his nofe, or beat out his teeth, by 
rufhing fuddenly upon him, Js allowable. 

The ranks of officers difFer from ours : thofe 
only who command line-bf-biattle fliips, aild fri- 
gates carrying 18-pounders, are pfoperly ftyled 
captains. Other frigates are commanded by 
lieutenants i and veffels of ao guns or under 
by enfigns. Common courtefy, however, with 
them, as with us, annexes the title of Captain to 
all commanders. Agreeably to this claffifica- 
tion the pay Is regulated, but it is at prefent 
found lb grievoufly inadequate^ as to caufe gteat 
complaints -, and yet^he French are unanimous 
in affirming, that all ranks are not only better 
paid, but better fed, clothed, and treated, than 
under the old government. Befides his pay, 
every officer, including the warrant officers and 
midfliipmen, is allowed a traiHment^ in lieu of 

E the 



the table which was formerly ke|>t at the king^i 
expenc^. The traitement of admirals and cap- 
tains is very hand&me^ and fuiced Co their rank^ 
as they arc enjoined to keep feparate tables: 
that of Captain le Franq is 24 livrcs a day* 
No half-pay h^s yet been fettled upon, or even 
promifed to, the French officers. The fcamen 
are divided into four claSes : the pay of the 
higheft clai$ is 40 f livres a month 5 of the fe- 
cond 36 f ; erf" the third ^^ f j and of the Iom^^- 

ftft 3^ i* 

Their gradations of command are very fimi- 
lar to our own, from the captain to the lieute- 
nants, enfigns, and boatfwain^ The office of 
pilote$ which formerly anfwered to that of maf- 
ter with us, is abolilhed. It is particularly en-« 
joined, that the officers be put at five watches, 
if the date of the (hip will allow of it. The 
lieutenant of the watch is ftuck up on a little 
pedeftal, which overlodks the helmfman, 
whence, except in enoergencies, he never (tirs 
during his guard, the enilgn appomted to 
affift him, who is diftinguiflied by wearit^ t 
gorget, being chafgcd to fupcrintcnd the exe* 
cudon c^ his orders. 

^ The 
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The general unifprm of both their navy apd 
army is a blue coat> with a red waiftcoat and 
breeches : the naval &cing is white edged with 
red, and that of the foldiery red i both fervipes 
wear gold epauletfes. The naval button is an 
anchor, furmounted by the cap of liberty, and 
encircled by the words ** La Repuhlique Fran^ 
'' foijer 

. Of the minute regulations eftablifhed for 
dividing prize-money, I cannot fpeak; but the 
general principle on which its diftribution is 
founds appears to me worthy of attention. 
Two-thirds of every prize arc put into a com- 
mon ftock, which is fliared by the whole navy, 
and the remaining third is divided among the 
capton. A captain receives but in a propor- 
tion of 5 to I to a foremaft-man ; a captain of 
troops, and a naval lieutenant, as 4 to i s 1^ na- 
val enfign, fubaltern of troops^ furgeon, and 
commiflary, as 3 to i ; midihipmen, boatfwains^ 
gunners, &c. as 2 to i $ and quarter-mafters^ 
and the loweft rank of officers, as i f to i. 
The firft part of this fyftem, which riclates to 
the common ftock, were valuable^ if it could 
be impartially carried intQ executioo j but i&om 
E a the 
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the ddly fluctuation of the parties conceriKJd, I 
do not fee how it Could be reduced to pradtice 
among us> without giving rife to perpetual law- 
fuits. Some m(xlification of the ktter part 
would render its adoption very deTirable in a 
country where, hitherto, this important part of 
the reward of naval toils has been apportioned, 
with the moft cruel and infulting contempt of 
the feelings and neceflities of the lower orders. 

Drugs and inftruments of furgery are, I ap- 
prehend, very fcarce at prefent in France, as 
hand-bills are diftributed over the fleet, enjoin- 
ing the ofiicers who may board prizes to be 
particularly careful in preferving them for the 
ufe of the republic. Thofe belonging to our 
furgeons were feized upon this pretence ; aiyd, 
notwithftanding reprefcntations were nnadc to 
reclaim them, as private property (which they 
were) they were neither reftored, nor an equi- 
valent for them oflTered. Every French 74- 
gun fhip is allowed a furgeon and five aflMlants. 
How many lives might be faved in our fleets^ 
were our rtiedical eftabliflimenc equally liberal T 
Permit me here to obfcrvc to you, that the fa- 
culty owe . obligations to the revolution. Icis 
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well known that they were heretofore, in 
France, treated in many inftances highly unbe- 
coming the regard fo juftly due to a profeflionj 
whence mankind derive fo many benefits. Sur- 
geons on board (and I am told on ihore) are 
now confidered with all the jrcfpeft due to gen-^ 
tlemen, and live in the fociety of the principal 
officers. 

The French marine corps, which, fimilarly 
to oiirs, was inftituted for the fervicc of the 
navy, is aboliihed, and troops of the line em- 
barked in their room, who are fubjcfted, by an* 
cxprefs order, which I have read, to all the 
general regulations of the cre\5r, and placed 
under the abfolute command of the fea-officers. 
The detachment on board this fhip belongs 
to a regiment in the Weftern Pyrenees : it is 
compofed of ftout healthy young men, who, if 
not formidable from difcipline and knowledge 
of tadics, are full of energy and republican en- 
ihufiafm. I muft here remark a vulgar error, 
which prevails too much among Engliflinien 
who have never travelled out of their own 
country— that ^he lower orders of the French 
are puny debilitated creatures, inferior to our- 
ftlves in phyfical powers. Could thcfc perfons 

E3 be 
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be prcfent at a mutter of the feamen and fol- 
diers of this Ihip, they would find their fize and 
ftrcngth the fame as their own, and in hardi- 
hood they are certainly fuperior to us. I never 
before faw people fupport cold fo well ; this is 
owing to their having no ftoves on board to 
heat themfelves by, a privation which extends 
to the officers, not from eleftion but neccffity ; 
for Admiral Bligh's ftove was immediately trahf- 
ported to La Montagne, for Admiral Vilaret, 
and one which belonged to the ward-room of 
the Alexander, became the prey of Monficur 
dc Nieully. 

AH their men feem to be well fupplied widi 
clothing. It is fornifhed to them by the go- 
vernment at an eafy price, which has remained 
the fame, while on Ihore it has been trebled. 
Of this they are obliged to keep up a ftated 
quantity, and whenever men are turned over 
from one fliip to another, a lift of their clothes 
is fent with them, and if it falls ihort of the 
prefcribed regulation, the men are forbidden to 
be received. Each man is fupplied with a ham- 
mock and two rugs, but no bed. In cafe men 
belonging to fhips are compelled by bad wea* 
flier, or any other caufe, to remjun for the night 

on 
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pn fliorcj there is a r^ceiving-houfc, ta which 
they can retire, where they are both fed and 
lodged until they can be fent on board. 

The allowance of every perfon in the fleet, 
without diftinftton;^ is as follows, and like every 
thing eUe 1% decimalized^ or segulated by period$ 
often days. On four of them thfcy have half a 
pound of frefh beef, on two of them half a {xnincl 
of fait beefi on two of them half a pound of fait 
pork, and on the remaining two four ounqes of 
fait fi(h, with oil and vinegar to eat with it ; one 
pound and a half of fofi: bread daily — 1)0 gutter 
or cheefe ; on fr^fli-mcat days, a foup for din-? 
ner made of the beef, with a little thickening iq 
it ; every evening a foup compofed of four 

. ounces of rice, pcafe, or beans, and oil j a wine 
quart of thin claret daily--rfuch is the ratipn ii^ 
port. At fea, fait b^ef and porjc are fcrved ot\ 
the frefh-^meat days, and, ^xcep; in ej^ceedingly 

' bad w*ther, bread is every day b^ked 5 wher^ 
this cannot be done, the fame quantity of bif- 
^uit, of an excellent quality, is iflucd. \ have 

- feen them grin, when grinding it, at a recctllec- 
fion of its fuperiority over the black unpalata-* 
^je ftuff]^ which, they fay, bore the fs^me name 

P 4 vndcif 
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under the former government. You, who 
well know the allowance ferved in our navy, 
way, if you pleafe, compare the two inftitu-^ 
tionS| and decide which is preferable. I am of 
opinion that this is beft calculated to preferve 
health, particularly in long voyages and hot 
climates 5 but how far Britilh feamen could be 
brought to rclifh its adoption, is not fo evident. 
Obferve that thefe pounds are French^ which 
exceed our common weight by full two ounces; 
Jind that nominal or purfcr's pound, which is 
ufed by prder on board our Ihips, by a great 
deal more.. 

I remember to have formerly treated the 
meafure of fending a 'frigate off Breft, to count 
the number of the fleet, or to fee whether it had 
failed, more lightly than it defcrved. I now 
fee that both roads may be infpeded, particu- 
Jarly the outer one ; and even of the inner one 
a fufficient degree of inforniation may be ge- 
nerally gained by a good jglafs. The French 
boaft i:A the holding-ground in Jf^fl-Water \ 
l)ut if I may judge from the frequent dragging 
pf anchors which happens in moderate wea- 
fhpr, it rnuft be far inferior to that of Spithead, 

• ' ' The 
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The truth is, they are in general IhanaefoUy 
carelefs in mooring their fhips : they over-lay 
each other's anchors, and thereby caufc foul 
berths, without refleftion or cerennony. 

Of real feamen they have few left, many 
thoufands of their beft having been drafted 
early in the war, and fent to ferve as foldiers on 
the frontiers. Robefpierre (whofe execution 
was certainly the triumph of humanity, but not 
of the allies) by annihilating their foreign com- 
merce, d^ftroyed the only nurfcry which can 
ever fupply the confuftiption of a ^ numerous 
navy. Their fhips are, therefore, filled with 
landmen, who, previoufly to their being drafted 
for actual fcrvice, are fent on board certain 
vefTels fitted on purpofe, where they are taughp 
all the elementary parts of praftical feaman- 
ihip. The number of boys on board is likewifc 
very great, and for their inftruftion (as alfo for 
that of fuch men as may be defirous of improve- 
ment) a fchoolmafter is allowed to every fhip, 
whatever be her fize. It is enjoined* that thefe 
preceptors be capable of teaching the theories 
of navigation, gunnery, fortification, and the 
f pmmpn parts of the mathematics ^ and far-^ 

ther. 
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thcTy that Aey be men of good monl cliaiae^ 
un, and great fvsmvf of manners. 

They have a naval committee fi>r mmining 
of midflispmen and inferior officers, to deter- 
mine whether they be qualified to take chargr 
of prizes. Nothing ihort of irremediable ne- 
cefljcy will juftify a commander for entrufting 4 
prize to the dirediofi of any perfbo who has not 
undergone this examinadon. 

They water their ihips in the roadfted from 
floating tankS) which are brought alongfide, 
whence the water is Ibrced by pqmps through 
hofes into the caiks on board. 

Every Ihip is furailhed, at the public ex- 
pence, with a fuperb fet of charts of every part 
of the known world : thofe of our country arc 
particularly excellent: there is hardly a litdc 
harbour in Britain or Ireland which is wt laid 
down in them. With us this important charge 
is left to the prudence and honefty of a maf, 
tcf ; and how many accidents have befallen our 
Ihips by a negleft of it, need not be here enu- 
merated. 

I am aflured, that there are in the dock- yard 
here three covered* docks, under which the 

worHni?q 
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workmen can carry on dieir operation} in all 
weathers* 

An experiment, of covering by a ftrong woodr 
en cafe the rudders of fhips to the water's €d^ 
which leaves them only juft rpom to wprk, is 
now trying on two or three of their frigates. It 
is intended to prevent the rudder from being 
iinfliippcd, if ftruck by a fea. 

The ponderous guns with which they ufed 
to overload their Ihips are difplaced for others 
of a fize more manageable. No (hip now car» 
ries heavier metal than a French 36-poUndcr» 
Their firft rates have fixteen ports on the upper 
and middle deck, and fifteen on the lower, ex^ 
cept La Montagne, whofc upper and middle 
deck are pierced with feventeen ports, and het 
lower with fixteen ; fo that, exclulive of thofe 
on her quarter-deck and forecafUe (twenty in 
number) Ihe mounts exaftly loo guns. They 
do not, however, in any of their (hips^ turn 
their quarter-decks to fo much advantage ai 
they might. In this fhip the five aftermofl 
and mod ufefiil ports are blocked up by ftand« 
ing cabins^ and havt no guns provided for 
tbem* 

Whca 
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When the fleet weighs anchor, each lhip'$ 
fignal to heave up is made in fucceflion. This 
method prevents the confufion which we expe- 
rience in weighing all together; button the other 
hand, it precludes that emulation to be firilj 
which a competition caufes ;. they are accord- 
ingly very tedious in performing this opera- 
tion. 

Official bulletins of all public events, which, 
the convention find it their intereft to pro- 
mulgc*, are printed on board La Montagne, 
from a copy tranfmitted from Paris, and diftri- 
buted,at the expepce of the government, to the 
officers j^nd feamen of every (hip. This is a 
popular meafure, which wonderfully flatters the 
lower orders, who deem themfclves in poflef- 
fion of all the fecrcts of fl:ate, and conclude 
that politics are no longer a myftery. I fre- 
quently read thefe chronicles^ which are always 
filled with details of viftortes over their foreign 
enemies, and addrefles to the convention from 
the departments. 1 was greatly diverted in 
reading one of the latter, from the " Popular 
•^ Society'' at Brefl:, on the occafion of the* 
/Alexander's colours being prefented to the 

convention^ 
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<:onvcntiort, by the Major of Admiral Nieully's 
fquadron, who was dilpatched cxprefsly to 
Paris on this important miflion. — " Behold/' 
fays the orator, ^« Pin himfelf virtually brought 
'* to the bar of the tonvention, when the Bri- 
*' tifli banner is proftrated before your auguft 
" aflfembly !" Notwithftanding this flourifti, 
and fifty more of the fame fort, I am told that 
the inhabitants are ftrongly fulpefted of inci- 
vifm, and clofely watched. 

It has been cuftomary ta extol the French 
fignals, as fuperior to our own ; but any man 
capable of judging, who will compare the two 
codes, muft be convinced, that thofe now in . 
ufe in the Englilh fleet are more fimple in 
their principle, more exaft in their arrange- 
ment, and more eafy in their comprehenfion. 
The French were long our matters in this art^ 
which lately our naval officers have certainly 
carried beyond them. Their fuperior dexte- 
rity in making and • anfwcring them muft not 
be confounded with the fignals themfelves. In 
this rcfpea, from being earlier and more clofely 
trained, I fear it will be found (though with 
many exceptions on our fide) that they furpafs 
^ us. 
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US. There Is on board every French fliip a 
clafs of youths^ CdXkA pihtinsy who attend folely 
to this part of naval duty. They art placed 
under the direftion of an experienced quarter- 
TM&tYy and hold a rank immediately below that 
of midihipman^ into which body they are pro- 
moted from time to time^ according to their 
merit. 

Of their deficiency of naval (lores every day 
furniflies me with frefh proofs* The Ihips by 
which we were taken had^ aft^er a cniize of a 
lew weeks, fcarcely a coil of rope to repair 
their running rigging, or a ftick to fupply any 
lofs which a fudden guft of wind might have 
occafioned. But how deiperate mufb the ftate 
of France have been, had the American convoy 
been intercepted by Admiral Montagu ! Yo^ 
know already in part my fendments on that 
extraordinary failure. Let me now |^ve you 
fi-eih caufe for amazement ; but remember, that 
I quote the words of another perfon wiithout 
a^erity, and without pretending to aflign to 
, what quarter the culpability of th^t flumeful 
mlfcarriage on our fide attaiches ; -r Adnurd 
Villaret ^aid a few days fiAce, to 9 Bridih pfficert 

' wha 
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%Ko was in Admiral Montagu's fquadron: 
♦^ fF^e you not aftonijhed to fee me chafe you^ on 
« the ^tb of June lafiy with my crippled fleet ?'* 
*—<* Tesy" wis the anfwer.— " My only reafonfot 
*« it wasy if foffibhy to drive ym off our coafly as 
'* I momently expeBted the appear ance^f the great 
*^ Anerican convoy y the capture of which would 
« have ruined France at that junSure. Whyyote 
** did not return to the charge y after running us oui 
" of fight y you beft know. Had you kept on your 
*' ftation two days longer^ you mufi hofoefucceeded^ 
** asy on the nth of Juncy the whole of ibis 
** convoy y leyond our expeSlationy entered Bre/f^ 
*' laden with provifionsy naval floreSy and Weft 
^' Indian produilions." 

If my check reddens on recording this de- 
claration of an enemy, it is with indignation 
only^ 

Hitherto I have not witnefled among the 
French, either here or in the prifon-fliip, a 
fingle trace of divine worfliip. The Decadis 
are indeed diftinguifhed by a more th^n ordi- 
nary chanting of republican fongs, a dilplay of 
the tri-colourcd flagon the tops of the churches 
. In the town; and by a party of officers going on 

ihorc 
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Ihore to the play. Thus, it fecms, Bbcrty waritd 
perpetual refufcitation^ while the adoration^ or 
even the confcffion, of a Deity, is left to the un-* 
afHfted operations of the human mind. From 
the pompous flimfy reports and orations on 
this fubjcft made in the convention ; from the 
iondejcenftm of Robelpicrre, who decreed the ex- 
X iftence of a Deity, to the hardy denial of Du- 

pont, who proclaimed himfelf an atheiftj muft 
I deduce all I know of the prefent ftate of reli- 
gion in France. It is, however, worthy of re- 
mark, that a book, intitled " The Republican 
«• Catechifm," which is in univerfal circulation^ 
and exprefsly compofed for the inftrudlion of 
the youth of the community, does not once ac- 
knowledge, or even hint at, the being of a God i 
and the public inftrudor of the prifon-lhip af- 
fured me, that, although the minds of men be 
now fomewhat returning to their former biafs, 
fix months ago an inculcation of this principle, 
fo far from being prefcribed by the kgiflature, 
would have fubjefted the teacher to punifti- 
ment. God forbid ! that, on fuch (lender data 
as I profefs, 1 fhould ftigmatize all Frenchmen 
with the horrid appellation of athcifts, or eycir 
' fuppofe 



IN THE YEAR 1794. 6^ 

fttppofe that a belief in revelation is univerfalljr 
fubverted : it were almoft to affirm that it had 
never exifted. 1 have, indeed, in many con- 
verfations, had the misfortune to hear innu- 
merable blafphemies uttered, and innumerable 
fercafms thrown on all worftiipj but as they 
have proceeded from none but weak and igno- 
rant men (to the honour of my friend the 
fchool mailer, he always reprobated them) who 
pofTibly take this method of recommending 
their republican zeal j I ihall be very cautious, 
until able to acquire better information^ of af* 
ferting what are the general fentinients of the 
French on this head. Whenever the fubjedb Lb 
ftarted, the people, among whom I am con- 
demned to live, fatten immediately upon fome 
of the monftrous abfurdities of the Romilh 
churcli, and the impofkions of the pricflhood> 
which in truth offer but too fccure a hold for 
derifion and contempt. This trick, of attempt- 
ing to confound the impoGtions of knaves, and 
the reveries of fools^, with the fpirit of Chrif. 
tianity, is too ilale and defpicable to deferve 
confutadon. I will not even quote the noble 
and decifive fimilc of Hamlet, which feems to 

F have 
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have been conceived on purpofc to cxpofe ife» 
I'remble not, therefore, for the faith of your 
jTriend, from fuch puny opponents. He will 
not yield his affent to new fyftems, until he 
has, at leafl:> fcrutinizcd and weighed theii^ 
tffcds upon thofe who inculcate and praftifc 
them ; and if, upon this teft, he finds the pro-*- 
fcflbrs of thefe doftrines to be men of pro- 
fligate manners and corrupted fentiments, with 
the words truth, honolir, humanity, and gc- 
iierolity in their mouths, while they are ef- 
tranged from their hearts, you will not fup- 
pofe his danger of converfion to be immi* 
hent^ 

And now to terminate this long defultory 
epiftle, which 1 have written by fnatches, when, 
and l^ow, and as, I could. — Sufl^er me, however, 
i)cfore we part, to fay a word or two of the 
political changes which I perceive to be work- 
ing. My refidence among the French is not 
yet fix weeks old ; and in this fhort fpace of 
time, wonderful has been the alteration of opi- 
nion* When we were taken, I was-perpetually 
ftunjied with the exclamations of " Five la 
*' Mmtaff^l Vivmtks Jacobins T But fuddenlf. 

La 
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tja Montage is become the theme of execra- 
tion, and the Jacobin club is cafhiered I 
gained a confirmation of thefe events oddly 
enough. I had obferved the difufe of thefe ri- 
diculous cries for fome days, and had overheard 
a converfation which had raifed my fufpicions. 
To afcertain their juftnefs, I bade one of the 
boys call out as before. ** Ah!" faid he, " that 
*' is forbidden ; a prefmt U faut artery au diabh 
*^ la Montague! A has Us Jacobins V which he 
immediately ran along the deck exclaiming. 
The memory of Robefpierre they have uni- 
formly affefted to hold in abhorrence \ but if 
I may truft to a hint, which was imparted to 
me on board the prifon-fhip, very different was 
once the tone of Captain Le Franq, and all his 
officers. They now load the charafter'of this 
extraordinary man, before whom, not fix months 
fince, th6y proftrated themfelves like, reptiles, 
vrith all the affaffinations and mifery which have 
overfpread France during the laft two years. 
To him alone, it feems, every crime which (bins 
the national charafter is imputable. At pre- 
fent I will not venture any opinion ; but when 
I get on fhore, I ihall direft my enquiries' to 
F a devclopc 
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develope the charadlcr of this cclcbratccf dc* 
magogue. 

The fleet is preparing to fail; and as all the 
line-of-batde fhips are known either to the 
Admiral, his two young gentlemen, or myfcl^ 
I ihall be enabled, by obferving which fail, and 
which do not, to note down exaftly its ftrength^ 
provided we be not gone before it. But to- 
morrow we are afliired we are to be landed. 
——Adieu* 
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La Normandic, prifon-fliip, 
preft- Water, 5th Feb. 1 795. 

COULD what I write reach you in due courfe, 
my prefcnt place of dat;e might furprize 
you, after the afluranccs which my laft held out 
of going forthwith to Quimpcr. Admiral Bligh 
has been meaply and cruelly treated: their 
violated ptomifes to me are of lefs confe- 
quehce. 

On the day after I laft wrote to you, matters 
Tcfpefting our departure feemed to be drawing 
to a favourable conclufion. An officer from 
Admiral Villaret waited on Admiral Bligh, to 
beg his acceptance of ^ lo^n of one thoufand 
livres in paper (offering at the fame time as 
many more as might be wifhed) and to aflure 
him, that w« were to be landed on the follow- 
ing day. The livres were accepted ; and, as 
we now deemed our departure certain, we put 
ourfelves, at day-light next morning, in a ftate 
#f preparation for our removal^ Removed, in« 
F 3 deed, 
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deed, we were, not to Quimpcr, but to this, 
horrid receptacle, where we have been clofely 
immured ever fince, fufFering every mental pu^ 
nilhment which low-minded rancour and brutal 
ignorance could inflift ; and every phyfical hard- 
ftip which this rigorous winter, and occafional 
deficiencies of food, could produce. I have not 
feen a fire during the whole month of January j^ 
and on ChViftmas-day Iwas one o{ fifteen Englifli • 
officers, with the Admiral, at our head, whofc 
.dinner confilled o( eight very fmall mutton-, 
chops, afld a plate of potatoes. This laft cir- 
cumftance, exciting both hunger and jndigna-^ 
tion (as we knew that a traiHtnent was p2ud for 
us by the government, and as we had lately 
from our encreafed number lived by ourfdves) 
we determined not. to bear it without remon-, 
ftrance> efpccially as for feveral fucceeding days 
our treatment had been little better ; and I was 
delegated to inform the officers of the Ihip, that 
if they fhould not ufe us hereafter more libe- 
rally, we would write a complaint againft them 
to Admiral Villaret. This produced a good ef- 
fefik ; and henceforth we were more amply fup- 
plied. In juftice to Monfieur Villaret, I muft 

obfei"vc 
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©bfervc to you, that his charafter is eminent for 
honour and jufticc ; and in fpite of appearances 
^gainft him at firft, on our not being lent to 
Quimper, we now know, that had his ability 
been equal to his difpofition, Admiral Bligh 
would not be here, Of Le Franq 1 cannot 
jfpeak in fimilar terms. He exhibited a meaa 
exultation at our difappointment, not alpgethef 
unaccompanied with infult ; and his whole be- 
haviour;, for fome time before we left him, had 
entirely altered our firft impreflion of him. 

Our detention has, however, been produdliv^ 
of a very delirabJe ?vent to the Admiral, la 
^onfequence of ^ la?e decree of the convention;^ 
direfting that all women and children who had 
been captured Ihall be liberated;^ and permitted 
to return home, he was enabled, to fend away 
his fon, under theaufpices of Lady Anne Fitzroy, 
who had been a prifoner for many months at 
Quimper. 

The fleet failed, from the outer road on 
the 30th of December, confiding of the fol- 
lowing fhips, under the command of Vice- 
Admiral Viilaret, who was aflifted by ' the 
Admirals Bouvet, Vanftable, Nieully, and Re- 
F 4 naudini^ 
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naudin, and controlled by feveral reprefenta^ 



tivcs. 





Goos. 




i 


Suaw 


La Montague, * 


- I20 


LeJeanBartj • 


- 


74 


Jx Majefiueux 


- no 


La Convention, 


- 


74 


LcTtrriUc, . 


- no 


La Revolution, 


• 


74 


Le Revolutionnairc, 


- no 


Le Scipion, 


- 


74 


Lc Neuf Thcrmidoi 


r», 84 


Lc Ncftor, 


- 


74 


L'Indomptabky « 


. 84 


Le Mutius Scaevola, 


- 


74 


Le Tigrc 


- 74 


I^ Droits de I'Honunc 


74 


Le Mootagnard, 


- 74 


Lc side Mai, - 


- 


74 


l,c Tourvillc, 


- 74 


Lc Neptune, 




74 


Lc Pclletier, - 


- 74 


L'EoIc, 




74 


L'Acquiloo, 


- 74 


L'Entreprenant, 




74 


Lc Temeraire, - 


- 74 


tc Trajan, 




74 


LcZelc, 


- 74 


Lc Patriotc, 




74 


L'Audacieux, 


" 74 


Lc Gafparin, 




74 


Le Marat, 


• 74 


Le Superbc, 




74 


Lc Tiraniiicidc, - 


• 74 


Le Redoutable, 




74 


Lc Jcmappc, • 


• 74 


Le Fougiieux, 




74 



And the Alexander, of 74 guns, with at leail a dozen 
frigates, and feveral corvettes. 

Lc RepuUicain, of no guns, was intendeif 
to conftitutc a part of the fleet ; but on the 
night of the a4th of December Ihc broke from 

* Formerly Le Jacobin, the fliip fuppofed to be funk 
gn ttc fijrft of June, 

licr 
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her anchors, was driven on a rock, and bulged, 
in a nnanner which does very little credit to 
French feamanfhip. Here Ihe lay until the 
9th of January, when her remains vvere burnedj 
her main-maft and mizen-maft being then 
ftanding, and her main-top fail yard acrofs. 

When the fleet failed, the wind was nearly 
at E. and it continued to blow here between 
the points of N. E. and E. S. E. until the 
evening of Sunday the 25th of January, when 
it fhifced to South, and next day blew frcfh at 
S. W. On Thurfday the 29th of, January it 
returned to S. E. and continued in the Eaftern 
quarter until the evening of the 31ft, wheq it 
backed to S. W, 

On the 1 2th of January Le Rcioutablc fingly 
came back into porti on the 28 th feven fail 
more of two-deckers returned, having parted 
three days before in a fog from the body of 
the fleet, which, to the number of twenty fail, 
arrived on the fccond and third of this month, 
and two others have got into TOrient : no lefs 
than the following five having either foundered^ 
cr hen furpofely run on Jhore^ to prevent ibeir 
Jinking. 

Lc 
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Guns* 



Le Scipion, - - 7+ 

Le Superbc, - - 74 

J^e Ncuf Thermidcr, - 84 

Le Temcraire^ - - 74 

Lc Neptune, - - 74 

The condition even of thofe wbich have e^ 
caped, is deplorable : annong others Le Ma-, 
jeftueux had four pumps going when fhe en- 
tered the port. Two days ago I held a loi^ 
converfatioii with ^he Captain of Le Jean Bart,^ 
who execrated the planners^ of this deftruftivc: 
expedition tp their liavy. He aflured me, that 
it had been remonftrated againft in the ftrongeft 
terms by the naval officers, and its pernicious, 
confequences foretold ; but the orders from 
Paris were pofitive^ The fleet cruized in three 
divifions, the eafternmoft of which kept but, 
juft outfide of Scilly and TJfhantj and the 
wefternmoft was once driven as far as 1 8° W» 
in the latitude of 45°; the central divifion oc- 
cupied the intermediate fpace. I learned thei^ 
particulars from fome matters of Englifli mer- 
chantmen who were taken, and have bten fen^ 
10 this prifon* A more efl?dualplan to in- 

terrupjt, 
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tcrrupt our commerce could not have been 
devifed. Of its prafticability, had I not lived to 
fee: it executed, I ftiould at leaft have doubted ; 
but this is an age of political phaenomena on 
the waterj as well as the land. Between fifty 
and fixty prizes were captured by this fleet, 
among which was a tranfport bound from 
Irejarid to Briftol, having on board 120 fol- 
diers of a new-raifed regiment, who are now 
confined here, and do fo little credit, by their 
appearance, to Britifli troops, that I have more 
than once blulhed, when they have been pointed 
at by the French; and 1 have been alked with a 
fneer, " Are thcfe/the men who are to march 
^' to Paris ?" In the lift of prizes were alfo fix 
>or (even of the homeward-bound Oporto fleet, 
all of whic^h they funk, with their cargoes ; 
deeming, I prefume, that honeft beverage (to 
\)fe the words of one of their authors) *^ a heavy 
*^ ftupifying liquor, fit to be drunk by Englilh- 
«« men only." 

Cut off as I am from all communication with 

Englilh politics, I ftiall not prefume to guefs af 

che caufes which have retained our fleet in har- 

7 boun 
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hour. But fome of tbofc which have not j 
tained it, I fhall ventxire ta ftace« It was n 
the weather, for that was uninterruptedly fir 
until the R5th of January. It was not tb 
wind, for that during the fame period was al 
ways eaftcrly, here at leaft, and our diftaxice 
from Plymouth is barely 45 leagues. It waji 
not a want of informadon, for (to my know- 
ledge) exclulisre of other channels, two Englifii 
gentlemen, who efcapcd from this place in 2 
boat at leaft as early as the 8th of January, 
muft have arrived in England by the 12th or 
13th. The rigid caudon cWerved by the 
French, in not hazarcKng engagements al fca, 
is notorious. In the prefent infbnce it has 
been exchanged for a hardy audacity. They 
now boafb that they have challenged us to the 
lifts, which we have not dared to eoter againft 
them ; but, during the time of their fleet being 
out, 1 have feen them tremble at the probability 
of fuch an event. Had the month of January 
been as tempeftuous as it commonly is in this 
climate, our affiftancc would hardly have been 
required to dcftroy their leaky and crajy ihip§. 
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tn want of naval ilores and able feamen. One 
hard gale of wind at S. S* W. would have coil: 
them at leafl: a dozen fail of che line. 

What then fliall we fay ? '' There is/' my 
friend, *' a tide in the affairs" of nations, as 
well as of men: the page of hiftory every 
where records it. Hannibal, after the battle of 
Cannse, inftead of marching to Rome, turned 
afide to Capua j — from that moment the Car- 
thaginian fortune ebbed, never to flow again. 
The feries of rapid conquefts, which diftin* 
guiflied the brilliant campaign of 1776^ was 
finifhcd, nca, by taking Philadelphia, difperfing 
Ae Congrefs, and breaking up the new govern- 
ment, but by occupying winter cantonments in 
Jerfey, where our vidorious army was beaten 
in detail;— and America was loft. The allies, 
after the furrcnder of Valenciennes, divided 
their forces; — and fince that fatal feparation 
how has their career of conqueft been turned 
into retreat, marked, only by overthrow, con- 
fternation and defpair ! 

On the 31ft of December, the Admiral was 
again reduced to my fociety, and that of his 
youngftcrs, all the other officers of the Alex- 
ander 
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ander being fent *on fhore to the Chateau* 
where, according to accounts which I have re- 
ceived from thenci, by fome letters privately 
conveyed to me, they are treated in a manner 
ffxocking to humanity. — But I mufl: be con- 
tented with telling you my own ftory. 

On their departure we who were left were 
again taken into the mefs of the officers of 
tfie fhip. The military part of this aflembly 
are a fet of worthlefs wretches; but two of 
thofe who fill civil polls are men of honourable 
charafters, ever ready to pity our fituation, 
and to give us every reafonable degree of in* 
telligence of the ftate of the country, and what 
is going on ; to which / add the advantage of 
reading daily fome of the Paris news-papers, 
which are brought on board. 

Through thefe channels I draw not only 
abundant matter for refledion, but frequently 
obtain diverfion. '^ Moderation, and down 
" with the Terrorifts !" refound, I believe> 
from one end to die other of the republic. It 
is in all refpedts our intereft to wilh that fuch 
fentiments may be more than nominal. It is 
certain that a general difmiffion of the creatures 

of 
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it Robefpierre is taking place. The indifcri- 
minate advancement o( unqualified candidates 
to offices of truft and dignity, which to court 
popular applaufe univerfally prevailed until 
lately, furnifhes to thofe, who are not over- 
friendly to a democratic caufe, an inexhauftiblc 
fund of merriment and ridicule. Among others 
who have juft experienced the inftability of ho- 
tiours is Tribout, who commanded the troops 
at Breft. This man, from beating a drum, and 
officiating as a regimental barber, under the 
old government, had been advanced by the re- 
volution to the dignity of a c^rum- major, 
whence, by an eafy gradation, he at once rofe 
to the rank of a general officer, for intrepdity 
difplayed in a battle on the frontiers. His ele- 
vation, however, only expofed him to derifioni 
in the diflrid wherein he was delegated to 
comrpand. Like the unfortunate cat, who at 
the requeft of her mafter was metamorpholcd 
t)y Jupiter into a young woman, and who ftill 
retained her feline appetites, fome unlucky 
trait, it feems, was for ever occurring in this 
poor man's behaviour, to remind the (peftators 
©f his earlier profeffions. When he was on 

the 
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riie parade he had all the flourifhes of the drUnt-* 
major, and at table all the bufy curiofity and 
oily language of the frizeur. After exciting 
univerlal contempt againft himfelf and his em- 
ployers, during the period of his command 
here, he has been fuddenly ftripped of his full- 
blown honours, and condemned to vegetate 
hereafter on a fmall pcnfion> which has been 
affigned to him ; with permiflion, however, to 
retain the title of General Tribout. 

The 2 1 ft of January was the anniverfary 
of the execution of Louis XVI. an event which 
will be annually commemorated by very dif- 
ferent ceremonies and emotions from what dif- 
tinguiflied this day, when the political phrenzy 
that now agitates Frenchmen fhall*bc eva- 
porated- A play analagous- to the occafion 
was performed at the theatre, gratis ; the towers 
and forts on Ihore, and all the (hips in the har- 
bour> difplayed their colours; and laftly, to 
prove their civifm, the ^^^^j of this dungeon 
put on their beft clothes, and provided the beft 
dinner I have tttn fince I have been taken. 
I ate of it, but not without a figh for the caufc 
which gave birth to this favage exultation over 

the 
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die manes of a mild and generous, though 
irrefolutc, monarch. And even here I feel 
pleaiure in faying, all fcnfations of pity are not 
extinguifhed, all diftinftions which fliould re- 
gulate the adminiftration of juftice are not ob- 
literated. This very day a Frenchman whif- 
pered in my ear, " His death (the king's) in 
** fpite of the veil which the convention threw 
'* over the real fentiments of the people, ftruck 
*' the hearts of the majority of Frenchmen with 
** amazement and horror/' Of the memory 
of the queen he fpoke lefs afFeftionately, He 
recounted to me fome of the extravagant tales^ 
which have been fo induftrioufly propagated 
againft her; but in defiance of them, what un<* 
prejudiced mind can hefitate to pronounce, 
that the cruel and ignominious rigour of her 
confinement; the brutal and unmanly ipirit that 
diftated the charges upon which' fhe was tried ; 
and the mockery of all juftice with which Ihe 
was profccutcd; joined to the violent death 
inflifted upon this unhappy princcfs (againft 
whom report has been fo loud, and proof fo 
feeble) have fixed upon the annals pf the re- 
volution a ftain, which will be indelible, while 
G ici^tiipcnts 



82 LETTERS FROM FltA*IC fi 

fentiments of tendernefs and generofity to- 
wards women, and principles of equity to- 
wards the accufed, are cherifhed in the human 
bread ? 

The news of the entire conqueft of Holland 
has caufed great rejoicings. But when the 
wildnefs of joy and congratidation had fub- 
fided, what think you was the firft refledlion 
which. I heard on the fubjefl:?— A calculation 
of the advantages which will accrue to their 
marine. By this acquifition, they hope to be 
enabled to difputc the enipire of the fea with 
England. It is publickly reported, that a ne- 
gociation for peace with Pruflia is proceeding, 
and will be fpeedily completed; but to this I 
only oppofe my filent unbelief. 

We often hear of Charette; but the accounts 
are fo extravagant and contradictory, that I 
know not what to think. About two months 
aero I was perfuaded, from all I read in the news- 
paper*, and from what I was every day told>^ 
that he had either furrendered, and fworn fealty 
.to the republic, or was about to do fo j but as 
the moft furious republicans among my prefent 
aflbciates have Jately been Clent about him,^ and 

^9 anfwer 



IN tHB YEAR 17^5. 8j 

anfwcr with rdudtance to my qucftions on the 
fubjeft, I can only guefs, from their rcferve, 
that all is rtot agreeable to their wiflies> and con- 
Tequently that he is ftill the rallying point of 
royalifin. 

i have fomctinies my doubts whether it be 
hot their intention to Continue us where we are 
altogether, and that the promife of being knt 
to Quimper is as delufive as every other part 
of their (ionduift j but thefe are only the fug- 
geftions of fpleen, on recoUefting the frequency 
t>( our difappointments j foj an order is abfo- 
lutely received on board, to fend us hence to a 
fmall armed brig, which is to take fome coafters 
under her convoy to Quimper, as foon as the 
wind (hifts to the N. W* In her, it fcems, 
and not according to the firft intention offend- 
ing us by land, are we to be conveyed to our 
place of deftination. — There ! — but hang 
gloomy anticipations ! the thought alone of 
being on fhore, and able to warm myfclf by 
' txercife, muft give it a decided preference to 
a prifon-fhip, in which, during this bitter 
feafon, we have been cooped up, and frozen 
both in foul and body. You would hay« 
G a laughqU 



84 LSTTt&S PROM FRANCE 

laughed to fee the contrivances wc have had 
recourfe to> to keep up a little warmth^ and re- 
ftorc circulation to our benumbed extremities. 
The Admiral twice wrote to the reprefenta* 
tives, for permiffion to walk on (hore with 
the officers of the Ihip ; but of his firfl: letter 
no notice was taken ; and to his fecond only a 
verbal anfwer, that " his requeft could not be 
*' granted," was returned. ^Adieu. 
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LETTER VI. 



MY DEAR FRIEND^ 



Quimper, Bretagne, 
18th Feb. 1795. 

Lucky! lucky dog! you will exclaim, 
when you read the word Quimper at the 
head of this letter i and are fartker told, that I 
am comfortably lodged, and feated at an Eng- 
lilh table. This welcome intelligence will, I 
think, foon reach you through a channel by 
which I Ihail venture to fend you a packet. 

We arrived here yeftcrday : Admiral BHgh 
brought with him a letter from an Englifh 
lady, who accompanied Lady Anne Fitzroy, to 
Mademoifelle Brimaudiere, a native and inha- 
bitant of the town ; and, on prefenting it, was 
obligingly told by her, that flie had already 
received notice to prepare for him, from a gen- 
tleman at rOrient, whofe fon-in-law, the cap- 
tain of the America, was a prifoner in England; 
and that if he pleafed to accept of fuch accom- 
modations as her houfe, which was a hired one^ 
afforded, they wqre at his fervicc. This cour- 
G J teoua 
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tcous offer, you may be furc, was immediatctf 
clofed with, and we took pofleflion of our new 
apartments. Here wc were alio welcomed by 
two of our countrymen, v/hom we found to be 
inmates of our houfe — Lieutenant Robinfon, 
late of the Thames frigate^ and Mr. Burley, 
of the fame Ihip. With thefe gentlemen we 
have formed a mefs. The g©od lady of the 
houfe condefcends to market for us; our fer- 
vants, affifted by the maid of the houfe, officiate 
as cooks ; and we live already fo nauch more 
comfortably than I ever expeded to do during 
my captivity, that I cannot defcribe to you th^ 
joyful fenfations I have experienced on thh 
• change. 

We quitted the prifon-fhip on the 14th in-» 
ftant, to our unfpeakable fatisfadlion. From 
our military acquaintances there we parted with;^ 
out an adieu, from our civil ones not without 
fentiments of eftecm. For the laft nine days 
before our departure we had feparated from 
their mefs, and lived entirely by ourfelves, ow- 
ing to the following circumftance :— On fome 
Englifli prifoners being brought on board, onq 
of the oiEcers of the fhip, who is a Provencal, 

an4 
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and Ipeaks fo indiftinftly, that his own country- 
men cannot, without difficulty, underftand him, 
defircd one of our young midfliipmen to inter- 
pret for him, which requeft he would readily 
have complied with, as he had often done be- 
fore, had he comprehended it ; but not poflef- 
ling the gift of underftanding inarticulate founds, 
he turned round to his companion, and faid, 

" MonGeur alks me fome queftion, but 

" as ufual I don't know what it was." The 
other not hearing himfelf called upon, and not 
fuppofing the matter to be very important, 
fmiled, and both of them, in all the gaiety and 
thoughtleffncfs of fourteen, walked away. For 
this enormous offence they were immediately 
fent for into die cabin, and, without being fuf- 
fered to urge a fyllable in explanation, were 
told, that they were not any longer to confider 
themfelvcs as entitled to eat at the table of the 
officers. The young gentlemen communicated 
this to me, and I loft no time in informing the 
Admiral of it; who finding, on examination, 
that they had not committed an intentional in- 
civility, defired me to explain the bufinefs, and 
to affure Monfieur ■ that the apparent 

G 4 flight 
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flight had proceeded from mifapprehenfion. 
This I attempted to do, and in return for it ivas 
honoured with feveral fcandalous appellations^ 
as an inftigator and abettor of the offenders, al- 
though it happened that I had not been prefent 
when the crime was committed. Our two 
friends in the civil department alfo attempted 
to interfere in their favour, but were filenced by 
authority, the infult being deemed of a public 
nature, and ftriking at the dignity of the repub- 
lic. Admiral Bligh now declared, that if the 
young gentlemen were to be thus driven fronn 
the mefs, he and I fliould look upon ourfelves 
as included in the expulfion. This they would 
willingly have prevented, and wiflied to draw 
a line of diftinftion j but the Admiral's manly 
refolution cut fhort debate, and, on their refus- 
ing to yield the point, he and I direftly quitted 
them with contempt j and with two fpoons be- 
longing to our fervants, and a pocket-knife 
each, which conftituted our whole flock of utcn- 
fils, we fet up our mefs forthwith, demanding 
our rations, but refufing to receive any more 
traitement. Now was to be feen, for the firft 
time, in a civilized enemy's country, a Britilh 

Admiral, 
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Admiral, whole feat was a trunk, and whofe 
table was a trunk, eating a (alt herring laid on 
a fcrap of paper, from want of a plate; or fup- 
ping at the fame board, with a candle fluck in 
an ink-horn, on a fecond herring; or dipping his 
Ipoon in a tub that held our ibup, which was 
part of that made for the fhip's company, fome- 
times of beef, and fometimcs of horfe^bcans 
and oiL Breakfaft, however, by having a litde 
tea and brown fugar of our own, with the addi- 
tion of fome fait butter, which we had pro- 
cured from the ftiore for our fcrvants, was a 
repaft of real luxury. This miferable fare, and 
want of common neceffarics, lafted but two days, 
when we got leave to employ the cook to mar- 
ket for us, and drefs our provifions. It brought 
me, however, perfeftly acquainted with the 
extent of the French allowance, and likewife 
with the prices of different commodities on 
ihore, which we found enormoufly high, and 
every day rifing. To confole us, however, the 
value of gold, in exchange for affignatSy more 
than kept pace in its increafe. — Here I take 
my leave of the good Ihip La Normandie, and 
her worthy inmates, in fiill truft that, in the 

courfe 
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courfe of our future correfpondcnce, neither 
her name^ nor theirs^ will ever again pollute 
my paper ! 

My obfcrvations fince I left Breft could not 
be numerous; but, as I feel an intcreft in 
them, they fliall not be fuppreffcd. 

The little vcffcl Which conveyed us hither 
was extremely inconvenient, and ill- fitted for 
the purpofe ; but her commander, Monfieur 
Confeil, and his officers, treated us with great 
civility and regard. She had been a Jcrfey 
privateer, and retains her Englifh name, the 
Betfy. About iioon, on the day before yefter- 
day, we anchored juft within the mouth of the 
river that leads to Quimper, within twenty 
yards. of the (hore. After fo long a refidence 
on fhip-board, amidft men of coarfe and ferp- 
cious manners, I could not withdraw my eyes 
from the fcene before me. It was a clear frofly 
day, but the deep fnow of the winter had been 
melted by intervening thaws, and the fields 
bore that frefti and verdant hue, which is fo 
re-animating to the human heart. The river 
was of a moderate breadth, and on each fide 
ftood a parifh-church, furrounded by a few 

fcattering 
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fcattering houfes. Notwithftanding the keen- 
nefe of the weather, the peafantry were dancing 
in circles in the open ain The fmall ipace 
which I could fee bore' no trace of diftrefs or 
devaftation ; and fo tranfported was I with the 
appearance of all around me, heightened by a 
recollcftion of the paft, that I was almoft ready, 
with the Ihipwrecked philofopher of antiquity, 
to cry out to my companions, " Courage, my 
** friends ! from thefe marks I know we are 
^* thrown among civilized beings ! ** 

Our commander, who was. of a plcafant un- 
fufpicious temper, begged that the Admiral 
Would defer going up to Quimper until the 
next morning) and offered, if we pleafed, to 
accompany us on Ihore after dinner for a walk. 
This was a welcome invitation, and eagerly 
embraced. About two o'clock we landed with 
our conductor, and fet out for a large handfome 
looking houfe, the chateau of the Marquis de 
Kerfalaun, about a mile off, which we had fecn 
in the morning, in running along-ftiore, before 
we entered the river. We paflcd through thick 
woods, and when we reached the chateau found 
there an engineer, who is ftationed on the coaft, 

ia 
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in the fcrvice of the republic, and is z friend of 
the Marquis. This gentleman is permitted to 
refide here, and alfo two of the Marquis's old 
female fervants. He received us very politely, 
and led us up large itone ilaircafes, through 
various apartments lined with old tapefby, and 
half illumined " by rich windows, which almoft 
" exclude the light/* He (hewed us alfo a fmall 
chapel within the houfe, which, though com- 
monly kept fhut up, bears marks of the fiiry of 
the times. The chateau is long and low, with 
a turret, which refembles a pigeon-houfe, on its 
centre, and has a fine old avenue leading up to 
it from the fea-fide. Before we left the houfe, 
the gentleman prefented to us fome excellent 
cyder,, and lamented, with evident figns of mor- 
tification, that he poffeffed not a drop of either 
wine or brandy. From the houfe he took us 
into two large walled gardens, forming oblong 
fquares. In the difpofition of thefe, and the 
other grounds furrounding the houfe, no mark 
of tafte appears, but they exhibit the hand of 
wealth and labour. In the centre of the largeft 
garden ftands a circular bafon or fountain of 
confiderable fize, <^ which once," faid our civil 

and 
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and fcnfible condudtor, " was thought an em- 
** bellifliment to the chateau. Here," continued 
he, " ran the leaden pipes which fupplied it, 
*' and here were fixed the plates of iron which 
*^ fccured it 5 but, as you fee, all the former 
*^ are dug up, and caft into bullets, and all the 
*' latter have been torn ofF in wantonnefi. Mark 
" too the breaches in that wall, through which 
*' the cattle and pigs enter; and how the eipaliers 
*' are either broken, or rooted up. No means 
*' to prevent thefc depredations arc left in my 
power. The chateau was lately converted 
*' into a temporary prifon, to contain a party 
^* of Engliftimen, who, under the guard of a 
** detachment of foldiers, were fent to cut down 
*^ the Marquis's woods, for the ufe of the re- 
*' public. I have lefs caufc of complaint* 
^' againft the Engliih than againft their guards, 
" who were to the laft degree infolent and de- 
*' ftruftive. Twice did they fet fire to the 
«' houfe by their carelelsncfs" — (we had feen the 
marks on the floors and tapcftry) — " I com^ 
^' plained and remonftrated againfl: them, in 
^' vain, to our municipality : I obtained no re*- 
** drcfs. But this evil was temporary. The fatal 

*^ change 
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** change which has taken place in our manncWi 
^* and the wide-extended fpirit of rapine, which 
" it has introduced, has infefted our peafantry. 
** The farmers and tenants of the Marquis^ 
" who formerly preflcd forward to ferve him 
'< (for he was a kind and generous landlord) arer 
" now eager to promote the devaftation, and 
'* to ihare in his Ipoils* This and this," (point- 
ing to different marks of fury and ravage) 
«« have they committed*" — As we went home- 
ward he made us obferve, that all the trees of 
Ae avenue were marked, for the ufe of the re- 
public 5 " and," added he, ** are all to be cut 
** down foon, with the reft of the wood on the 
" cftate, in order to be fent to Breft, the whole 
" being in a ftate of requifition." I faw fome 
large groupes of ftately firs, many of which were 
felled and fquared on the fpot. I put fome 
queftions to him about the Marquis and his 
fortune. " He is," faid he, " between eighty- 
** one and eighty- two years old, and is now at 
*' Paris, where he is obliged to rcfide, and, in 
•* return for ftripping him of his eftate, he haj 
" been promifed a penfion. Perhaps, as matters 
" are certainly foftening among us, he may be 

" enabled 
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^ enabled to make better terms. It is not pre- 
*' tended that he has committed any crfme ; but 
** he fufFers for thofe of his tw9 fons, who have 
** emigrated; and, at the age oFfourfcore years, 
" he was thought too dangerous 'a perfon to be 
" permitted to dwell on Jiis hereditary eftate, 
" where he offered to remain tranquil, and fub- 
*' miffive to the ruling powers. He was for- 
*' merly Doyen of the States of Bretagne. In a 
" letter, which he lately wrote to a friend, he 
^* ftates himfelf to be in good health, and to have 
** borne the exceffive cold of the winter very 
*' well; but complains that wood was 400 
** livres a cord, and meat three livres a pound. 
** The value of his eftate was between fixty and 
*' feventy thoufand livres p^ annum ; but of 
** this to the amount of not more than twelve 
** thoufand lies contiguous to the houfe. The 
*' timber, however, on this latter part was fo 
" valuable, as to be reckoned at twice the 
** worth of the land." — It appeared to me, in* 
deed, to be very thickly wooded. 

We bade adieu to our obliging informer, and 
returned towards our fhip, by a different way 
from that which we liad come. On this i-oad i 

obfervcd 
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obfervcd three or four ftonc crofles, brokcti 
and thrown down. When we reached the land^ 
ing-piace> the peafants were again dancingj widi 
fomc foldicrs, failors, and fifliermen. Wc went 
clofe to look at them> and, except from one 
Jady, who told us, in broken French, Ihe did 
not like the Englilh, niet with neither rudcnefs 
or infult. The figure of their dance was very 
fimple> confifting only of dcfcribing a circle, 
through various parts of which, with joined 
hands, they threaded from time to time$ and 
notwidiftanding their wooden fhoes, I thought 
diey executed it with more fpirit and lefs awk« 
wardneis than our clowns generally perform. 
None of the women were handfome, but they 
had all healthy cheerful countenances, and were 
coarfely but cleanly drefled ; their long white 
caps, which form a fort of hood behind, giving 
to the younger ones a very fobcr and matron- 
like appearance. A publick-houfc, which the 
dancers of both fcxes frequently vifited, was 
clofe by, where cyder and a fmall acid red 
wine were retailed. Thcfe people convcrfcd 
entirely in the Breton language, the found of 
which, had I not forcibly felt from other cir- 

cumftances 
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tn'mftances where I was, would have made me 
fwear that I was in Wales. I found, upon 
trial, that hot one in ten of the peafants could 
Ipeak French, or even underftood it when 
Ipoken to them. I afked if the gaiety which 
I faw wa3 continual, or only occafionali and 
was told, that this was the week of the carnival, 
a period of feftivity, which the Bretons of all 
ranks, notwithftanding the auftericy of the 
times, have never fiiiled to celebrate in revelry 
and difllpationk 

I went into feveral houfes. They form a 
medium between the neatnefs of an Englifh> 
and the filthinefs of an Iri(h> cottage ; they are 
dark and gloomy like the latter, but the walls 
are ftrongly built of ftonc, the roofs well 
thatched, and none of them are without a 
chimney. There was a moderate quantity of 
neceffary houfchold utenfils ia all, and a good 
fire burning, over which, in moft of them, hung 
large pots boiling. Here was no bdication of 
want or (diftr^fs. " Deftrudion to the chateaux, 
peace to the cottages,'* is an aphorifm, which 
has been often repeated in the convention,* to 
inftigate the poor to plunder thie rich. 

H The 



98 LBTTBRS FROM YRAl^Ctf 

The church-door being open, 1 walked iif^ 
and found it converted into a barrack for the 
foldiers beldnging to a foiall fort which ftands 
at a little diftance. There was a large fire 
burning in it, and it Was filled by the bedding 
and other cfFefts df the men j but I obfervcd 
that the altar was entire. A feijcaqt, feeing me 
regard it with attention^ whifpered me, that it 
owed its ^prcfervation to him ; a piece of intel- 
ligence of which I could not doubt the truth, 
when he carried me into a little vcftry, which 
he unlocked with a key that he to6k from his 
pocket. There he fhowed me the images of 
our Saviour and the Virgin, which were here 
depofit^ tminjured. I commended the zeal 
of this honeft halberdier, and we parted good 
friends, it being time to return on board. 

Next moimif^ after brcakfaft we were con- 
veyed hither, in one of the fhip^s boats. The 
diftance is about three leagues; aad a cold 
tifterly wind blowing ftrcwigly againft tts, made 
the paflStge tedious and difagreeabie. The river 
wiftds very much, and gradually narrows, until 
it becomes c6ntra6tcd at Quimper to a frefli- 
water brook, deep enough, however, to permit 

veilel8> 
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VefieU, which do not draw more Ata eleven feet> 
to reach die town at high Mfuter. Its banks are 
highly pid^urefqoe, very woody, and rather wild 
and bold than fertile. They are bcfides adorned 
by many gentlemen's houfes, on a fmaller fcale 
than the -Marquis de Kerfalaan's ^bdteau, but 
built in the fame tafte, and furrounded by plan^ 
tations of fir-trees. Like the ^bateau too, they 
all bear marks of the unhappy ftate of the coun- 
try, the windows being broken, the garden-walls 
and fences deitroyed, and an air of defolation 
Ipread around them. 

About one o'clock we reached Quimper, and 
were taken to the houfe of the commiffary of 
prifoners, whofe reception of us did not forebode 
the pleafing confequences which followed ; for 
this man of power, when acquainted with our 
names and ranks, neither did us the honour to 
return our falute of the hat, or to aflt us to 
fit down. However, after having given a re- 
ceipt for us to the captain of the veffel, he con- 
dcfcended to conduft us in perfon to the houfc 
of MademoifcUe B— — (to whom he is related) 
whofe polite and obliging reception of us, foon 
caufed us to forget the republican manners of 

Gtcym. Prccini* 

H2 We 
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Wc have found here abundance of our cotin-^ 
trymen> this town being the principal dep6t of 
prifoners of war in the Weftem departments* 
In this unfortunate lift are Captain Kittoe^ of 
TEfpion (loop of war> and his two lieutenants ; 
Colonel Caldwell, who is a native of Ireland, 
and in the Portugueze fervicej with many other 
officers and gentlemen^ and feveral hundred 
Britiih feamen. 
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LETTER VII. 

Quimper, ad March, 1795. 

ALTHOUGH placed in a part of France 
very remote from the capital, and unfre- 
quented by travellers, I find in all I hear and fee 
abundant matter of wonder and refleftionj and 
as I advance in my enquiries, the fcene con- 
tinues to open upon me. To witnefs the mc^ 
ridian blaze of the revolutionary government, I 
am arrived fix months too late ; its difaftrous 
luftre is eclipfed. When I teftify emotions of 
aftonifliment, I am always cut Ihort by the ex- 
clamation of, '^^ Ah ! if you had been here in the 
*^ reign of Robefpierre, or even during the firft 
** three months after his death T* 

I am not upon any parole, cither written or 
verbal, but I am cautiomte^ that is, the lady of 
the houfe is bound for my appearance at all 
times, in the lum of 3000 livres. Upon thi$ 
confideration I have leave to go into all parts 
gf the town, and have ventured to deviate, in 
H 3 every 
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every dircaion, into the furrounding countiyi, 
tQ die diftance of two or three miles, widiout 
having hitherto met with intcrrupdon. 

Nothing could happen more fortunately thaa 
our coming here at the beginning of the car- 
nival-week, during which parties meet tyery 
night at each other's houfcs. The evening of 
our arrival the meeting was held at Made- 
moifclle Brimaucfierc's, and was attended by alt 
her friends and acquabtancesj^ whoy as {he is a 
woman well born and conneftedi^ are of the 
better order, though, as I found in the fequel, 
of very oppofitc political opiriions. Formerly 
thefe affemblies were clofcd by fumptuous fup- 
pers 5 but in the prcfcnt poverty of the timesj^ 
they mee< only to play at pajfe-dix. Into this 
circle I was introduced, and found the greater part 
of it compofed of well-dreffcd people of both 
fexes, who furrounded a large table, on which 
the dice were rolling, and the fpirit of betting 
as keen as it could have been at any former 
period; handfuls o^affignats Ihifting their owners 
every moment j and eveiji children, of not more 
than feven or eight years old, were encotiraged 
%^ ftand by, and receive kffon^ in this inftruc- 
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tiw feminary :— "A& W(?r^/ dixJohpourl-^Ma. 
^* tante ! quinze/oh contre r refoundcd from in* 
fant mouths on every fide. Among the women 
were feveral whom I thought very agreeable in 
perfon, particularly Mademoifelle Kcrvclliganf 
and la Marquife de Ploeuc. The latter is ex- 
tremely elegant in her m^anners, but beam^ 
.« with faded fplendor." I could not bear tq 
hear the boorifh and difgufting title of " p- 
^^ tcryenne" applied to a fafhionabk wonrian i and 
therefore, whenever J addrefled myfelf to the 
marchionels, I called her f* Madame la Mar^ 
** gui/er* and the reft of the company Made^ 
tnoifelle^ or Monfieur. Indeed to this I had ac« 
quired a fort of right, by being myfejf honoured 
with the appellation of " Monfieur U Major^\* 
when I was invited to play, which I at oncp 
accepted, and formed one of the circle. Thefe 
good old- fefhioncd courtefies alfo fell occa- 
fionally from the reft of the company ; but I 
qbferved that they were ipoken in a low voic^, 
and not without trepidation : they are, however, 
I am affured, feft returning into vpgug. 

-/Vt a play-table the common centre of uniqn 

(niift be the ftake, and tp that I foiind herp, as 

,H 4 elfewhere. 
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elfewherc, all cares anxioufly direftedi but^ 
during fomc fliort ceflations of the game, I re-*, 
marked that the company divided into knots> 
which fcemed jealous of each other. The ope- 
ration of a more powerful paflion being fuf- 
pended, their political prejudices were now re- 
vived. I was among' royalifts, federalifts, and 
fierce republicans one and indivifible. The 
fathers, mothers, brothers, and fitters of emi- 
grants, for whofe defertion they had been pu- 
nifhed, collefted with ions citoyens, and enrages^ 
Of chefe laft, from not mixing in their groupe, 
I can fay nothing, except that the drefs of fomc 
of them was afFeftedly mean, and their (^onver- 
fation marked by a boifterous and rude fami- 
liarity, which I knew before were leading cha- 
radteriftics of their party. If I find myfelf com- 
pelle-d by neceflity to cultivate an acquaintance 
with any of this faftion, while I remain at 
Quimper, I hope I fliall not be conftrained to 
extend to them an obfervation, which I wa^ 
^rced to pafs upon their brethren on fliip- 
board — that I never knew one man, profefling 
to be a fierce, and flaming republican, who pof- 
feffed either the manners which ihould diftin- 
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guifli a gentleman (fetting afide the forms of 
. courtefy) or that common fhare of probity, 
which is required to keep the links of focieqp 
together. 

In the little knot of royalifts to which, you 
mayfuppofe, I attached myfelf, I was not wbrfe 
received for being an Englifliman. Indeed they 
Ipoke quite undifguifedly before me, but it was 
in whilpers. A young lady, on feeing me gaze 
with attention upon one of the republican 
phalanx, who (like all his colleagues) had woroi 
his hat during the evening, afked me^ which ( 
liked beft, the tri-coloured cockade I was fur* 
veying,orthe ^UocardehlancbeV* "The cockade 
<^ of honour, to be fure," I anfwered, — *^ Softly, 
<' foftly, for God^s fake !" faid ihe, « or we IhaU 
^* be overheard and undone,'* 

One of the company, Monfieur KcrvclIigaUji 
is a member of the convention, and appeared 
to me, both on this occafioij and fince, to be ;i 
jnanly dignified charadten I converfed a littic 
with him on indifferent fubjefts, as he only 
played occafionally. He is reputed to pofTefs a 
penetrating minds and it is certain that hfi 
ycry ?arly^ difcpy^jrcd the views of Robelpierr^, 

an4 
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imd defcribed them faithfully to his friends here. 
Monfleur Kcrvclligan was profcribcd, wkb 
many other deputies, on the 3 ift of May, when 
the Briflbtine party was overthrown, and com- 
pelled to flee before that of the Mountain. With 
fome of his colleagues, he efiedred his efcape into 
Normandy, and thence into the wildeft part of 
this neighbourhood, where he took refuge among 
the peafants, by whom he was known and be- 
loved. Thefe poor people were well aware> 
that by betraying him they might make their 
fortunes j but they were too fimple and honed 
to violate the duty of hofpitality. He frequently 
ventured to come into town in difguifc, and has 
often heard himfclf proclaimed a traitor, and a 
reward offered to whoever would bring him in, 
alive or dead, to the municipality. Soon after 
the execution of Robefpicrre, he emerged from 
his retreat, and by a late decree of the conven- 
tion, is recalled, with others, to his feat in their 
body i and intends to ftt out to Paris very foon^^ 
to refume his delegation. Monlieur Kcrvclligan 
voted againft the murder of his fovereign; ^d 
has told his friends here, that in going, on the 
^y of the queftion being put to the vote, to the 

ball 
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hall of the convention, he and many other 
members were feveraltimes flopped, and fur- 
rounded by bodies of the loweft clafs of the 
people, who clapped piftols to their heads, 
threatened them, and fwore they would facrifice 
them on their return, if they did not vote for 
the death of their fovereign. 

During the carnival- week there was a fecond 
party, fimilar to the firft, at our houfe : and, 
under the aufpices of our good hoftefs, I went 
alio to two others, the laft of which, on Sunday 
evening, was at Monfieur KcrvcUigan's, where 
the fanoe entertainment was provided, and pur** 
fued with the fame avidity. Mademoifelle Kcr- 
vcUigan I have already mentioned as a^ hand-- 
fome young woman; and her modier, Madame 
Kervelligan, is alfo very agreeable. 

At one of thefe routs I law a fpecimen of ge- 
nuine democratic manners, which all who aini 
to become great men in the Hate affedt to imi- 
tate. The commiflary of prifoners, a man al- 
lied to nobility, liberally educated, and once an 
Abbe, bolted into the room where the company 
were affembled, humming the Carmagnole^ with 
\^ h^t on^ which was adorned with a red, a 

white. 
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white, and a blue feather, and his hands ilucic 
m his breeches, not packets. In this attitude 
Ic flood all the evening, and thrufting himfelf 
among the ladies, had the impudence to enter 
into familiar converfetion wich the Marchionefs 
dc PloeuCj, and other women of rank and de- 
licacy, with all the airs which confcious fnpc- 
riority of power can inftil into a reptile. This 
brutal manner of jningling in fociety, and adr 
^ireffing women, has bcco?ne^ fince tlie revolu* 
tion, the ton of republican coxcombs, and during 
;he reign of Rot)efpierre fet decorum and the re- 
ftraints of civilized life at defiance, 1 1 is now oh 
tloe decline, except with thofe who ftill court th? 
applaufe of the d^egs of that faftion* A courtier 
<)lf Verfailles at hi^ toilet, furrounded by.paints* 
patches, and perfumery, was, in t;he eye of reafo^ij^ 
^ ridiculous and contemptible animal ;. but the 
jnoft effeminate effenced marquis^ that ever con- 
lulted a looking- glafs, wa$ furely preferable K9^ 
itiis indecent blockhead, 

In frequenting thefe little circles, I fee many 
yidtims of the tyranny of the government, and 
tear fuch anecdotes of it related, as make me 
Ihudckr.' The marchionefs has been ftripp^d 

of 



*F two eftates, and the beft houfe in rfiis towiii 
which is converted into a prifon. Two ladies* 
who refide in dur houfe, are but juft liberated 
from a clofe confinement, under which, with 
many more of their fex, they languilhed fof 
fourteen months^ Daring their inlprifonmenti 
in return for the fequeftration of their property^ 
they were allowed twenty Jols a day, out of which 
they were compelled to pay two for houfe-rmti, 
Monfieih* I Brimaudiere, brother of the lady of 
this houfe, was vapitaine des gens d'armes of this 
diftri£t, a poft of truft and power. When the 
party of Briffot fell, he was feized, fent to Paris, 
and imprifoned for fifteen months in the Concier^ 
gerie. During the whole of his confinement he 
was kept in the fame room, and faw, during that 
. period, 167 perfons go out of it to the guillotine^ 
every day expefting himfelf to be added to the 
number. Hisiuv^ was clofe at hand when Ro- 
befpicrre was overturned, and foon after the 
death of the tyrant he was liberated, and fent 
back hither, to refume his former fituation, which 
he now fills. He defcribes almoft the whole of 
this afl^enfibly of vidtims to have been fo confcious 
of their innocence, and fo reconciled to their 

lot, 



lot, from the daily exits of their friends, that 
nothing but refignation, indifiercnce, or levity, 
prevailed throughout the prifon, death having 
ceafed, from its familiarity, to terrify. It was 
cuftomary to warn, on the precedmg evening, 
thofe prifbners who were to be. put on their 
trial the next day ; and by a regulation nude 
among themfelves, the party to be tried gave a 
fupper on that night to the whole room; and, if 
he was fpared for the prefent, and remanded 
back, he was in return treated with a dinner at 
their joint expence. *^ Our dinner entertain- 
** ments," faid my informer, " were few in- 
" deed; but Oh! the fuppers without end which 
*^we partook of!" 

All my days, however, have not been paffed 
in gomg to routs, and liftening to details of 
mifery. I have paid a vifit to two more mem« 
bers of the convention, and have been at 
€burch. On the afternoon of the 19th inftant, 
the reprefentatives Guefno and Guermeur ar- 
rived here in great ftate, in a coach which had 
once belonged to their king, drawn by eight 
hories, and efcorted by forty huffars. " Voila 
** VegatiteV cried aloud fome (I was told) who 
6 faw 
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(aw them enter in this pomp. '^ And," (aid 
my informer, " as if confcious of their power, 
•^ and the importance of their miflion, thcf 
^ neither bowed to the crowd which was af- 
*' fembied to gaze at them, nor fpread any lure 
*' to engage popular attention, like their brethren 
^ who have heretofore been among us," They 
are both natives of Bretagne, and of good, 
though not of noble, families. In conjunftioa 
with feveral more deputies, furnifliied with great 
powers,' they have, been delegated by the con- 
vention to treat with the inhabitants of La 
Vendee. Amorag otfier avowed obje6b of their 
coming hither^ is an enquiry into the complaints 
-which haVc been at different times ftiade by the 
prifoncrs of war. Accordiagly, two d^ys after* 
Admiral Bligh, attemied by Captain Kittoe and 
myfelG went to the t^tern (which once was the 
fown^paJa^e o( the bijhop of the dioeefe) wherein 
they lodged. We few them both, and the Ad- 
miral, through Captain Kittoe and me as his 
interjpretcrs, made fome reprefentations to them, 
which, if not quite fatisfaftorily anfwered, were 
at leaft candidly liftened to by Monfieur Gucr- 
meur, who was extremely civil i but his colleague 

Guefho^ 



Guefno was lefs friendly, and more elevatccl> 
keeping his feat, with his hat on, while we re- 
mained in the room, and frequently interrupt- 
ing our ftatements. He is faid to avow pub^ 
lickly a hatred of our nation, which in this 
fiiort conference could not be reftrained. On 
the following day I was deputed by the Admiral 
to wait upon them again, with a letter from him> 
entreating them to give orders that the other 
officers of the Alexander (who are ftill dofdy 
locked up in the chateau of Breft, fufFering 
mifery and impofition), might be liberated, and 
permitted to join us here. Upon reaching theif 
hotel, I found a crowd of fuitors attending at the 
foot of the ftair-cafe ; but the landlady, on fee-* 
ing me, affured me I Ihould not wait for an au- 
dience, as an order had been given by Guer- 
meur to admit at once all Englifh officers who 
might wifli to fee him. I profited immediately 
by this flattering diftinftion, and marched 
through two rows of impatient Frenchmen, 
who were expefting what I Had obtained. I 
found him alone, and was as politely received > 
as on the preceding day. He read my dif- 
' patches with deliberation, and in anfwcr defired 

me 
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rnt to prefent his compliments to the Admiral, 
and to affure him, that he would write to his 
colleagues at Breft, and beg them to comply 
\^rith.thc requeft. 

Liften now to a relation, which will In fome 
degree evince to you the infamous height to 
which impofition, on the ignorance of the 
people, is praftifed in this country. — On the 
ajd of this month an exprefs arrived, in the 
middle of the nightj from the other reprefen- 
tatives on million in this department to thofe 
here, which caufed great fpeculation, affording 
to one part of the inhabitants of the place as 
much joy and exultation> as to the other it was 
produftive of grief and difmay : — " Peace cm^ 
^^ eluded with CharetteJ^ — An event, at once 
fo momentous and defirable, could not pais 
without celebration. A drummer was fent in 
the, morning into the town, who proclaimed at 
the corner of every ftrect the important intel- 
ligence i and announced, that on the fame even- 
ing a ball, in honour of it, would be given by 
the reprefcntatives of the people, to which all 
good republicans were invited to repair. This 
was a hitter trial to the poor royalifts, particu* 
I larly 
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larly to thofe who had been lately liberated 
from imprifonment. Many of diem, rather 
than go to fuch a commemoration, chofe to 
fubmit to the imputation of incivifm,*and to 
provoke afrefli the arm of power; while others^ 
more compliant, went with aching hearts, to 
wear the mafk of joy on an event, which, if 
true, quafhed their final hope. They all, how- 
ever, confoled themfelves in believing that the 
information was unfounded. « How," laid they, 
** can we credit any thing which our enemies 
*' tell us ? How many viftories have not we been 
'* commanded to celebrate, which were gained 
'^ only in the fertile inventions of thofe wha 
*' fabricated them, and iffued the orders I Did 
" they not affure us, that the Englifli fleet was 
^' defeated, and almoft utterly deftroyed, in the 
" engagement of the firft of June ? Did not 

*' , and , and , who were juft ar- 

« rived from Breft, aver with folemnity and 
" oaths, that they had feen, and adtually been 
" on board, three Englifh Jhips of the line, in 
•' the port of Breft, which were taken in that 
"aftion? &c. &cJ' 
On thefe Ipecimens of modem Gallic ef- 
I frontery 
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frontery I leave you to your own reflcftlons; 
and Ihall only obferve, that in a very Yew days 
the intelligence about Charctte was contra- 
dided, when the royalifts, as far as they dared, 
returned the laugh upon their opponents^ 

Be this as it may, the ball was well> or at 
leaft fully, attended, by generals, colonels, cap- 
tains, ferjeants, corporals, privates, and drum- 
mers, with their wives and children 5 to whom 
may be added all the butchers, barbers, bakers, 
tallow-chandlers, fervant-maids, and filhwomen 
in and aboiit Quimper, ^* whofe drefs, ntan- 
*^ ners, and vociferation, joined to the ofFenfive 
" fmell which proceeded from their perfons, 
" drove me," faid the lady from whom I bor- 
row this account, " out of the room in about 
" half an hour." The maid of our houfe (who 
is not of an ignoble ftock, although reduced to 
fervice) faid, fhe did not deign to dance, as 
none hut fans -culoUe partners offered them- 
felyes. Water was the only rcfrcfliment which 
was ferved up at this civic feaft, and all the 
fiddlers of the town were put in a ftate of re- 
quifilion to play ^t it. My curiofity was ftrongj 
la but 
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but it was impofliblc for an Engjifhman to be 
prefcnt on fuch an occafion, 

I Ihall now defcribc a fcene to you, which 
filled me with very different emotions from 
this recital. — On leaving the rcprefcntativc, 
after prefenting to him the Admiral's letter, as 
I was going out of the door, I heard the found 
of an organ, proceeding from the cathedral, 
which was very near the houfe : I went in, and 
found mafs celebrating in the prefence of a 
congregation confiding chiefly of poor people 
from the country, with a few of the higher 
ranks, many more of whom, I was affured, 
would have been there, could they have be- 
lieved themf Ives fecurc fi-om reproach ; but 
the return of religious worfhip was yet too 
young for them to incur the ri(k — they were all 
kneeling at their devotions, with great appear- 
ance of fervency, while a fine grey-headed re- 
fpeftably looking priefl, habited in his ponti- 
ficals, officiated at the altar. I walked the 
whole length of the church, through, rows 
cf people on their knees, which formerly 
might have been deemed dilrefpedl in a he- 
retic; 
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retic ; but I now met with nothing but cour- 
tefy and regard, all feeming confcious that the 
bafis of their perfuafion and mine was the 
fame, however we might differ in external forms 
of adoration. Here I had leifurc to contem- 
plate the fcene of defolation which this ve- 
nerable temple prefented. At leaft half the 
windows of fine old painted glafs, " richly 
« dight," were broken; all the monuments 
torn down ; and the bones of the dead expofed ' 
to view, and commingled with the ruins of their 
tombs, the names and armorial devices being 
utterly defaced, and the coffins taken away and 
converted into bullets. When the fervicc was 
finifhed, 1 went within the railing which in- 
clofes the altar, to look at a large pifture, rc- 
prefenting the Afcenfion, the figures of which 
are pierced through in more than twenty places, 
by fabres and bayonets. An old man, who was 
kneeling near the rails, obferving my attention 
fixed on the painting, told me, that in the va- 
cant fide-compartments once fl:ood two other 
pidures taken from holy writ; "But," faid 
he> " they were fo cut and hacked, that we 
" were under a ncccffity of taking them away.'* 
I 3 A gen- 
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A gentleman^ who had joined me in the diurch». 
informed me^ that the altar and confeffionalt 
which I faw had been brought hither from, 
another church $ for that thofe belonging to 
this had been either burnt;i or broken into a. 
thoufand pieces: nay, that the figures, with 
which the altar had been adorned, were care- 
fully fcparated from it, and triumphantly guil- 
lotined in the middle of the great fquare of the 
town. 

Cold and republican muft have been the 
eye which coyld furvey fuch fccncs of bar- 
barous devaitation unmoved, and the heart 
which could liften to fuch defcriptions q( facrile- 
gious delirium without a figh! 

<^ m^^-m^ Oh ! but man ! proud man ! 

« Drefe'd in a Uttle brief authority ; 

*< ^ , ,— like an angry ape, 

** Plays fuch fantaftic tricks before high heaven, 

'* As ipakes the angels weep." Shakespeare. 

Upon enquiring, I learned that the church 
had been open for public worfhip about three 
weeks, in confequence of a proclamation liTued 
at rOrient, on the 13th of January, by the 
reprefentatives Guefno and Guermeur, in which 

liberty 
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liberty of worfhip is granted to all men in dieir 
own way, on ** proper terms/' but not as a 
national worfhip; the repubhc difavowing a 
national religion, although tolerating and per- 
mitting the free exertife of all, provided the 
priefts who oiEciate have taken the oaths of 
allegiance to the ftate. To this laft ftipulation 
the thinnefs of the weekly congregations is in 
part attributable, the rigid catholics holding in 
deteftation the priefts who have taken the 
paths. Adieu. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Quimpcr, 4th of April ^795. 

I SHOULD notamufe you with a difquifition * 
on the etymology of the name of Quimper, 
or a refearch into the date of its foundation, 
were I capable of fufnifhing fuch an entertain- 
ment J but I will<ell you all I ifnow of its pre- 
fcnt ftate, and of the country contiguous to it. 

It is unqueftionably a town of confiderable an- 
tiquity, and when it formed a part of the poflef- 
fions of the dukes of Bretagne (ere thofc were an- 
nexed to the crown of France, by the marriage of 
Charles VIII. with Anne of Brittany) fometimes 
fided, in the wars between the Englifh and the 
French, with one party, and fometimes with the 
other, A maffy ftone wall furrounding the old 
town, the cathedral, and fome other buildings, arc 
believed to be the works of pur countrymen. 

The town ftands in a bottom, encompafled 
by high hilJs, and the largeft part of it is bulk 
on a neck pf land forrpcd by the confluence of 

two 
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two rivers. I have often thought it like Ply- 
mouth ; but it is not fo large, although even 
now extremely populous. Its ftreets are narrow, 
winding, and dirty;' and their former names 
Jiave been changed into others of a revolutionary 
found, fuch as the ftreet of Voltaire, the ftreet 
of Mably, the fquare of Liberty, &c. &c. The 
greateft part of the houfes are very ancient and 
mean; but a few are large and (lately, with 
walls whofe thicknefs feems intended for endlefs 
duration. On entering them, I was furprized 
to fee the unfiniftied ftate of moft of the apart- 
ments, which are uncieled, the bare beams and 
crofs-pieces prefenting themfelves to view. I 
fhall be within the bounds of truth when I 
aflert, that of 1500 houfes, which are perhaps 
in the town, not fifty have each a cielcd room, 
and not ten, or even five, have the whole 
apartments of the ground and firft floor cieled. 
The bottoms of the rooms are as unfightly as 
the tops, from the gaping chafms of the planks 
which compofe them ; and the dirty ftate in 
which the floors and furniture arc kept, is 
difgufting. Neverthelefs in fome refpefts the 
interior of fhefe l>pufes dcferves regard. The 

vaft 
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Vaft mirrors which adorn their bcft apartments, 
and the beautiful plate glafs of the windows, fer 
exceed what are feen in Englifh houfes, except 
thofe of the firft fafliion. The French en- 
gravings I prefer to all others, and a few very- 
good ones are ftill left here, though defaced, by 
having their dedications to prii>ces, marecbaux 
de France^ and other great men, very clumfily 
crafed. Of plate too it is faid they formerly 
difplaycd fumptuous fide -boards; but thefc 
have difappeared, having been either buried 
or committed to the crucible. Indeed it was 
beconje neceffary to adopt one or other of 
thefe meafyresj for foon after the loth of 
Auguft 1792, the democratic lull of deftruc- 
tion rofe to fuch a height, as to order all 
family diftinftions derived from anceftry, and 
all heraldic emblems whatever, to be erafed, 
not only from the outfides of the houfes, but 
from every article of furniture. Even the ar- 
morial bearings engraved on the moft trifling 
toys, a fnuff-box, a ring, or a feal, were obli- 
terated 5 and the poft-office took care to detain 
all letters, of which the feals were imprefled 
with thofe fbockrng emblems of ariftocracy. 

I now 
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I. now eat with fpoons whence the family marks 
arc carcfoUy expunged, the obfcrvation of which 
ltd to my enquiries. 

A man who has fcen only this (kirting of 
France would dcmonftrate the higheft degree of 
prefumption, were he to pretend to draw a pa- 
rallel between it and England; but, to confine 
myfelf to what I have fcen here, I may venture 
to affirm, that civilization, luxury, a general 
diffufion of the comforts of life, or by whatever 
other name you pleaie to call it, is more ad- 
vanced in Cornwall and Wales than it was in 
this province, even before the revolution. 

Formerly there were two public walks on the 
banks of the river ; but the ftately elms which 
formed one of them have been lately cut down^ 
to the great diifatisfadlion of the inhabitants, in 
order to be fent to Breft for kefels of fhips. 

The cathedral is a large edifice, of noajeftic 
appearance, but ftrikmgly irregular in its exte- 
rior. Ovef its principal door is written " Lc 
^^feupk Franfais recomait VEtre Supreme^* Ail 
the other churches and monafteries, which arc 
numerous, have been converted (as the pro- 
perty of the ftate) into bolpitals, ftables, maga^ 

.:?ines^ 
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zines, or manufaftorics of falt-petre. The 
church applied to this laft ufe is well adapted to 
the purpofe. I went with an Englilh gentle-. 
man to fee it, and no objeftion was made by the 
people whom we found there at work to our in- 
Ipefting every part of their procefs, which is 
very fimple. — Againft one of the fide walls are 
piled large heaps of wood-alhes, and near them 
two rows of cafks with perforated bottoms, 
which are filled with the alhes thoroughly wet- 
ted. The water, after pafling through the allies, 
is received into tubs, and conftitutes a vegeta- 
ble alkaline lixivium. The oppofite fide of the 
church is filkd with the ruins of old houfes, and 
heaps of earth dug out of ftables, flaughter- 
houles, and cemeteries, which laft are full of 
the wrecks of humanity. Thefe, after being 
macerated and mixed with the liquor drained 
through the wood afties, arc evaporated over a 
flow fire, until exhaufted of the fuperfluous wa- 
tery particles 5 after which the remaining part 
is put into large fhallow coolers, on the fides of 
which the falt-petre flioots into cryftals. 

The workmen employed here are only twelve 
^n number, and the quantity of falt-petre made 

is 
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is about fifty pounds a day, which, according to 
their account, cofts only four livres and a half a 
•pound ; but this muft not be depended upon, 
for they did not know the quantity of wood, 
confumed. The wages of thefe people arc in- 
conceivably low, only 50 fols a day, and a ration 
of bread. Until lately they were paid only 35 
fols, the addition having been made in confe- 
quencc of the increafing dearnefs of the neceffa- 
ries of life : even now 50 fols will fcarcely buy 
a pound of the worft veal brought to market. 
They complained of its infufficiency, and told 
us, that manufafburers in England were paid as 
much for two hours work ; *^ but, neverthelefs, 
*' it is for the republic.'' Either from this con- 
jedlure of the liberality of our country, or from 
fome other caufe, they treated us with particular 
refpedt, and anfwered all our queftions with the 
moft ready civility : not an interefted civility, 
for they neither received, nor gave us room to 
fuppofe that they expeded, any gratuity. 

I quitted the place with ftrange fenfatioiis. 
The procefs which I had witnefled was whim* 
fically fhocking. When I faw amidft the earth 
the bones toffed about, " mine ached at the re- 

*^ mcmbrancc." 
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*' membrance/' This earth, faid I to myfclf, 
once, perhaps, belonged to men whom thefe 
houfes (heltered, and againft whofe defcendants 
in La Vendee it may, when fabricated into the 
ireatb of defiruSion^ voUy forth, in the (hapc of 
bullets, the coffins which once enclofed their 
forefathers. There is certainly no difcovery 
which entitles to higher admiration the inven- 
tive genius of man, than that of artillery, in all 
its wonderful combinations; but, at the fame 
time, it muft be confefled, that no ftronger 
proof of our miferable degeneracy and bfa- 
tuation can be produced, than our applicadon 
of it. 

The bifhop's town-houfe I have mentioned. 
At a diftance of lefs than a mile down the river 
ftands what was once his country refidence ; but 
it; is now the property of a naval officer, who 
bought it at a fale of national domains. I walk- 
ed out to it the other day, and found it neither 
very large, nor very magnificent. It commands 
a good profpeft of the river, and is pleafandy 
iGtuated at the head of a large garden, filled by 
ftone fteps and ftrait walks. I found a gar- 
dener at work in it, who Ihcwed me a fuperb 

orangery. 
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orangery, where, in large wooden cafes, ftand 
the fineft orange and lemon-trees which I ever 
faw growing out of their native climes, and 
bearing ripe fruit in the month of March, I 
aflced the gardener about the laft bifhop, who 
was a conftitutional one, and was told, that he 
was guillotined about a year ago, at Breft, for 
being. a federalift. I had heard fo before.— 
*' Was not he," faid I, '* dragged away fud- 
** denly, and denied the confoktion of taking 
** leave of his family, who were in the houfe ?" 
* — " I believe,"' anfwered the gardener^ " he was; 
" but thofe things were fo common fome time 
** fince, that no body attended to them. I 
^' mind my work, and afk no queftions/* — I 
gave him an affignat of fmall value, which he 
txpefted, and went away. 

But a building which would have excited my 
^uriofity more than the palaces of bifliops and 
the houfes of nobility, I arrived here too late to 
fee — a Temple of Reafon, built for the exercife 
of the new religion of France. — It flood on the 
funimit of a lofty hill, clofe to the town, and 
jconfifted only of a few pofts, from which rafters 
met at the top in a point to fupport the roof, 

the 
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fhc fides being open. Within it was adorned 
by feftoons of oak-leaves, and was backed by a- 
tree of liberty. It was the favourite rendezvous 
of the party of Robelpierre, under whofe auf- 
picious reign it was ereded. Here they fwore 
eternal enmity to kings, and extirpati6n to arif- 
tocrates ; and here their dances and (ports were 
held, and the laws were read. In July laft (not 
above ten days before the fatal neuf Tbertnidor) 
all the unmarried young women, and even all 
the children of the town, down to feven years 
€>ld, were compelled to march in proceflion up 
the hill, preceded by the mayor and a band of 
muric,and to take an oath never to marry any but 
true republicans and Jans-culottes. About three 
months ago this edifice was either blown down, 
or its foundation fecretly undermined in the 
night J and only a few broken pofts and a little 
thatch now proclaim, " Ilium fuit.** 

If the (lories which are told of the extrava- 
gancies which this place gave birth to did not 
come from thofe who witne(red them (both 
French and Engli(h) their po(ribility might be 
doubted. I (hall trouble you with only one of 
them.— A young republican of this town, on 

being 
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being ordered as a foldier to the frontiers^ took 
a young woman of the place, and fwore her here 
to be true to hinn ; but even this teft of the 
reality of her intention not being fuifficient tQ 
quiet his jealous fcruples, he abfolutely wrote a 
letter to the convention, which was laid before 
them. Hating his fituation, and intreating that 
the girl might be put in a ftate of requifition, 
in her maiden capacity, until his return ; left, in 
his abfence, (he might be expofcd to the allure- 
irients and fedudions of ariftocrates, who went 
about feeking to injure good republicans and 
JanS'Culottes like him. Can it be believed that 
a national congrefs fhould afford a ferious hear-^ 
ing to fiich nonfenfe ? Yet fo it was j and flie 
was adtually commanded to remain fingle until 
the young man fhould return. — Not a very 
gallant compliment to the lady's conftancy of 
temper, you will fay ! To do juftice to the 
French, I muft however obferve, that all 
ranks and parties of them now deride the re-, 
membrance of thefe degrading follies. 

There are two cofFee-houfes in the town, 

which are numeroufly reforted to by both the 

pnglilh and the French, notwithftanding aq in- 

K fcription 
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fcripdon placed over the door of one of diem, 
forbidding any but good patriots to enter. The 
fign of this coffce-houfc gave rife lately to a re- 
fined piece of aiFe6i:ation : — it was a lion de- 
vouring a human body, and fo exquifitely fuf^ 
ceptibje are the feelings of the prefent reigning 
party become, that they ordered the man of the 
houfe to blot out the body, '' it Jo rtmnded tbm 
^' of the days of RohefpierreJ' Accordingly the 
lion only now is lecn. Here I go daily to read 
the Paris newfpapers, and meet not with any 
interruption. For this privilege it is expeSed 
that fomething be fpent: a difli of excellent 
coffee cofts 1 5 fols, and a glafs of liqueur from 
20 to 40 fols. Perfons of all ranks and profef. 
fions, officers, foldiers, and their wives, and 
f;he people of the town, mingle here promif- 
cuoufly. 

Thp market-place is fpacious and conve- 
nient. In the centre of it ftands, on a fquare 
pedeftal, a ftatue of Liberty, with infcripuons 
on each fide, fomc parts of which have been 
reccndy white - walhed, to obliterate them. 
Among thcfe I could decypher the word ^^Mon^ 
'f Hgn(!^ and ^ few others of analogous lignifi* 
. \ cation, 
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cation, which a phange of opinion has fuddenly 
expunged from the vocabulary of prench pa- 
triotifm. — The maricet-day is ftill Saturday, 
when patroles of foldicrs are fent on all the 
roads which lead to the town, to prevent fore- 
ftalUng, by compelling the country people to 
bring all their commodities into the market- 
place. Befides large heaps of wooden-fhoes, 
the market generally afFords fome poultry and 
game, but not much butchers meat, except lean 
veal, of which I have never fcen a want. Fifh 
would be plentifiil, were the boat$ permitted to 
go to fea i but, from a fear left they (hould give 
information to the Englifh, the fifliermen are 
either interdifted, or fubjefted to fo many diffi- 
culties, by being compelled to give fecurity and 
take foldiers in their boats, that moft of them 
have given up their employment. Of bread I 
have not fince I have been here fcen any de- 
ficiency; but I have been informed it was once, 
in the depth of laft winter, fo fcarce, as to oc- 
cafion a proclamation to be iffued, that whoever 
fold it to a prifoner of war fhould be puniflied. 
We have always been able to procure it for 
ajfipiats. It is for the moft part very brown an4 
K 2 , coarfe^ 
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Coarfe, but fome whiter and finer is made, an4 
publicly cxpofcd to fale, in fpite of the law, or^ 
dering only pain d^egalite to be ufed, which every 
body laughs at, and nobody thinks proper to 
enforce. The worft quality of all this bread i$ 
a grittinefs, being full of fmall fandy particles, 
arifmgfrom two caufes— the foftnefs of thegrind- 
ftones — and the corn npt being fufficiently wafli- 
ed, after the oxen have trodden it out, which is 
praftifed \\crt inftead of thrafhing. This may 
ferve to evince, in how fmall a degree calcu- 
lous conr*pIaints arc generated, by fwallowing in 
our food fimilar materials to thofe of which 
ftones and gravel in the human body are comr 
pofed. The Bretons are remarkably healthy, 
and, I have been aflured, are in general free 
from thofe difeajes. Neither has q.ny fymptom 
of them been found among the Englifli pri* 
fpners. 

The prices pf all articles in the markets and 
fliops are increafing every day rapidly, owing tq 
{he depreciation of ajjignats. France is nomi-r 
nally dear, but to a man who poffeffes gold it i$ 
pt prefent, perhaps, the cheapeft country in the 
worlci- Meat is three livres a pound, and tOr 

Icrablq 
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lerable wine eight livres a bottle j but then i 
guinea will openly fetch 300 livres, and a louis 
^V 350 5 the difference arifes from the igno- 
rance of the peafantry in regard to the fofrheri 
and their confequ^nt diflike to exchange them. 

There is j^et a little coafting trade carried oh 
here. It was once more conliderable, but they 
never hid any foreign commerce. The Ihops 
are numerous, but not overftocked with com- 
modities, and the Ihopkeepers always recom-^ 
mend their goods, not only to us, but to their 
countrymen, by faying they are " Englift,'* 
which is too true : they are the Jpoils of out 
merchants. I have been well informed, that 
previoufly to the war a prejudice in favour of 
our produftions ran fo high here, and over all 
this part of France, that hardly an article of 
drefs and furniture of French manufafturc could 
be fold. You cannot conceive with what avi- 
dity thofe priibners who are artificers arc fought 
out and employed. You will laugh to be told, 
that one of the reprefcntatires, cither Guefno 
or Guermeuri fent for an Englilh Ihocinaker to 
make him a pair of boots, and even prolonged 
his ftay for a day, rather than depart without 

K 3 themg 
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them. Perhaps a better fpeculadon than to fend 
here a fmall cargo of our popular manufactures, 
in i veffcl drawing not more than eleven feet, 
when peace fhall be reftorcd, and liberty of ex- 
change isnfha^kled, could not be projected. 
France will then open her mines ofgoldandfiher. 
In other words, immenfe quantities of fpecie and 
other valuables, which are at this day buried» 
will be dug up and brought again into circula-* 
tion* Some part of thefe concealments will un« 
doubtedly be loft to their owners; who, after 
having entombed them, have eidier been chafed 
^ ftom their native foil to return to it no more, 
or elfe have paid the debt of nature without 
communicating their fecret. Ages hence their 
children will turn them up from the bolbm of 
the earth i and, on feeing the effigy of the moft 
unfortunate of kings,, will rccal to remembrance 
die moft calamitous period of die hifto^y of their 
country; 

Nothing furprized me more, on my arrival 
here, than to fee beggars in every part of the 
town. The French officers at Breft had affiired 
me, that there were no longer any in the r&- 
{>ublic4 the government undertaking to make a 

provifion 
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provifion for thofe, who might have no oftenli- 
ble means of fubfifting. In confequence of this 
intelligence, I had dreffed up a fine fpeculatlon, 
in favour at leaft of one change cfiedted by the 
revolution.— If, fkid I, the noble and opulent 
are ftripped and have fallen, yet the oppreffed 
and miferable part of the community have 
emerged from that gulph of wrctchedncfe, inta 
vfhxchi under the ancient government, the molt 
numerous clals^ of inhabitants were plunged* 
The country, which has not in it any citizen fo 
deftitute as to want a fufficiency of food and rai- 
ment, cannot be fo unhappy as we in England 
are fond of reprcfenting it. — What then w^s 
my aftonilhment, on entering Quimper, to find 
in every ftrcet> and in its environs^ wretches, 
of both fexes, who, with a livid afpedt, and in 
a filtering voice, folicited of paflengers a morfel 
of bread to appeafe their hunger, or that of a 
ftarving huiband, wife, pr child 1 It was in 
vain to anfwer me, that thefe perfons, by appli- 
cation to the municipality, might be relieved i-~ 
fo may all our poor, by applying to the work- 
houfe or parifli-ofiicer 5 but who, neverthelcls> 
wBl venture to affirm, that we have among us 
K 4 no 
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no viftims of hunger? — ^As I advance in my 
aAual oblervadons I gain a knowledge of fafby 
which hj open the real ftace of the country, and 
better enable me to appreciate the condition of 
the people^ and the evils derived fit>m equality 
incoiredly underftood. 

The inhabitants of this town formerly con« 
lifted, befides the working people, only of petty 
{faopkeepersj and of many of the neighbouring 
gentry, who, diough not nominally rich, were 
able, in this cheap quarter, to keep town-houfes^ 
in which, during the winter, they rcfided in 
great plenty and hofpitality. Thefe patricians 
are faid to have held the bourgeois at an immea- 
furable diftancc, but to have been very chari- 
tably difpoicd towards the wants of the poor* 
The taftc for gaming, which I have fpoken ofi 
is not new. It always flouriftied here j and 
formerly, during the week of the carnival, and 
fomc other fcafons of feftivity, it was not un- 
common to find adventurers here, who had 
made a journey from Paris to get a jJuck at the 
NobUffe Britonne. 

For two miles around the town I know the 
country pretty well, having always been fond 

of 
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uf walking and making excurfions. In thefe 
little rambles I keep, however, in the moft un* 
frequented tracks, and always meet with civility 
from the peafantry, though by the fqldiery I 
have b^en twice compelled abruptly to return. 
The parts I have traverfed are diverfified by 
hill and dale, and very like the wilds of Devon- 
ihire, with a ftream dafhing through every 
bottom. There are inniimerable copfes, but 
large trees, except firs, are hardly eVer feen* 
The foil is almoft univerfally light and fandy, 
and abounds in lime-ftone. Every cottage has 
an orchard, but the cyder is not reckoned equal 
to that of Normandy. I often infpeft the la* 
bours of the hufbandmen, and wifh I could 
talk to them. Except fome fine meadows neai* 
the town, through which two beautiful ftreams 
flow, the ground is chiefly employed to raife 
corn. The corn-fields are very neatly divided - 
into lands, and their implements of hufl^andry, 
particularly their wheeled ploughs, are much 
4uperior to what I had expeded to find. Ne- 
vcrthelefs, either from the lightnefs of the foil, 
or want of flcill on the part o( the cultivators, 
the irrops of wheat arc very moderate, not above 

ftvc 
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five or fix for one— They raife a few paribipsj 
and feed their horfes with them to great advan- 
tage I but I have not feen one field of turnips, 
cabbagesj or carrots, as a winter ftock for cattle, 
and very litde clover. I have not yet con- 
verfed^with any man, who has the leaft know- 
ledge of what a fucceffion of crops means : to 
fallow feems to be the only afiiftance which they 
give to worn-out grounds. They teftify only 
ignorance and amazement, when an Englifhman 
explains to them the attention bellowed upon 
this important part of farming, and a cultiva- 
tion of ardficial grafles among us. Potatoes 
are yet planted only in gardens and final] 
patches 5 but the culture of them every day ex- 
tends, havbg more than once been recom- 
mended by authority. They frequendy call it 
la racine An^ije^ and many of the young people 
relifii the potatoe; but their &thers and mo- 
thers, to whom until lately it was a novelty, 
prc&r the moft ordinary vegetable to it. It is 
a very common pradice to irrigate not only 
meadows, but higher lands, which demonflrates 
an intelligent fpiritj the little troughs^ which^ 
fteal along through almoft every field the ftreams 

which 
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which the bounty of nature has fupplied to the 
country, are well contrived, and anfwer, as I 
have obferved, effc<9:ually. Upon the whole, 
what I have been able to fee and hear of the 
management of grounds here, notwithftanding 
the great deficiency I have pointed out, exalts it 
above the humble opinion which I at firft fight 
formed of it. You know my fondneis of agri- 
cultural purfuits, and the impediments which 
have conftantly arifen to prevent my indulgence 
of it. 

The catde are very fmall and mean, worfc, 
I think, than any breed I ever noticed in^ the 
wildeft part of North Wales, and certainly in* 
^rior to the moor breed of Devonihirc and 
Cornwall I Ipeak only of countries which I 
know. Even in the meadows, though better, 
they are unaccountably fmall, confidering the 
pafture. The fheep a^e proportionably dimi- 
nutive. Admiral Bligh and I had one day the 
curiofity tp put in the ibdes a hind x}uarter of 
lamb, which was purcbaled in the market for 
DOT table, and it weighed, the kidney and 9 
bit of liver included, exaftly— /Wrr^w» ^umos 
and ^ half.-^Ac JBxcft we had remarked the 
§ fmallnels 
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ftnallnefs of the meat brou^n; on board, feVettil 
df the quarters of mutton not weighing mbr^ 
than tlirec or four pounds each* The horfes 
are low and hardy, but, by continual impor-^ 
tations from other parts of France, are very 
fupcrior to the cattle and Iheep. The women" 
here ride aftride. 

The houfes of the peafantry are like thofc 
I defcribed on my landing. I fhould oftener 
enter them were it not for dogs, which are 
chained clofe to the doors, by one of which I 
was feized by the thigh, and bitten through a 
thick pair of trowfers- Certainly the diftreffcs 
of the times are greatly felt by all ranks of* 
people in France j but in the cottages I have 
never feen want. One of the chief articles of 
the meals of the peafants is a fort of pancake, 
called crape (I fpell like an Englifhman) madef 
chiefly of buckwheat flour, and eaten with 
milk. Thefe people are, indeed, a feparatc 
race from the body of the Frenchi and have a 
language and cuftoms of their own, to which 
they are tenacioufly attached. I much lan)tnt 
that I cannot ipeak Welch, although fo many 
of my happier days have been pafled in Wales. 

^% 
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As to French, it is of no more ufe ta mc 
among thefe natives,, at the diftance of half a 
mile from the town, than if I were at Ifpahaa 
or Delhi. Almoft all the gentry can ipeak this 
language. The Bretons and Wellh prefcrvc 
another refemblance : the latter do not love 
cwrw (ale) better than the former do brandy. 
The evening of a market-day here prefents as 
drunken a fcene as I ever beheld in England j 
but thefe good folks do not appear' to be fo 
quarrelfome in thj^ir cups as ours generally 
are. 

The diocefe of Quimper ftajids in a diftrid 
failed Cornwall. The truly old Britifh words 
Pen, and CaeVy are affixed to the names of in- 
numerable places in the circumjacent country i 
^nd mark the origin of this people, were we to 
feek no other proofs. 

Tlje town is furrounded by the chateaux of 
the gentry^ Very few of the right owners live 
in them, and many of them are going fait to 
decay. Every where 1 fee the dove-cotes de- 
moliflied, which were the earlieft vidims of the 
firil revolution; and I cannot lament tl^eir 
Qverthfowt The game -law now cflablilhed 
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gives liberty to every one to kill what game 
he may find upon his own ground^ or that 
which he rents ; and if any perlbn, without 
leave, fhoot on his neighbour's ground, he pays 
for each offence a fine of ten livres. How fu- 
pcrior is this fimple regulation, conceived m a 
ipirit of equity, to a perplexed and odious code 
cf penal ftatutes for die prefervation of hares 
and partridges ! Let me bring you acquainted 
with two other laws, which owe their birth to 
the revolution. — One of thepn is juft paflcd, and 
exempts from the puniftimcnt of de^th, even 
after delivery, wome^n who are tried for any 
crime when pregnant. " Can a woman fo fitu- 
** ated," alks the framer of the decree, " be- 
" Come a mother in that tranquil ftate of mind, 
** which is fo ncceflary to enfure the phyfical 
*^ good of her offspring ? Befides, could we 
^ forget humanity, does not the republic aft 
*' impoliricaHy in probably preventing the birth 
•* t)f a new citizen 5 (for women in this condi- 
** tion almoft ever mifcarry) or in condemning 
^' the mother to bring forth a half-formed being, 
^* which is ufoally diftorted in mind and body, 
^ incapable of ferving the ftate, and of propa- 

'' gating 
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^ gating its (pedes ?*'— >I sun fure I hear you 
join me in unqualified applaufe of the principle 
of this humane and confiderate inllitution. --" 
The other interdicts a duel^ in all cafes what« 
ever, under the penalty of death to the furvivor 
or furvivors. — The late king of Pruffia faid, 
that to determine whether fingle combat, ja 
certain cafes, ought, or ought not, to be abo« 
liihed, required a congrefs of all the monarchs 
in Europe. Had he lived to witnefi the Ihock- 
Jnggrofsnefs of ipeech aqd manners, which pre- 
vail among modern Frenchmen, for want of 
this or fome other curb of a private nature, I 
think his uncertainty would have vani(hed, with-^ 
out troubling the crowned beads to aflemble^*— 
At leaf): mine has. 

The French often* boaft ot the unexplored 
fubterranean treafures of their country; and 
fome among them are fanguine enough to be* 
lieve ^at they ihall rival England in her col- 
lieries. There are near Quimper two veins of 
viiat is called cbarbon d^ Urre worked; but I 
have been affured by an Englifh fuigeoo, diat 
on analyfis he^found it to be m/ cod. I picked 
up a piece> one day, at the mouth of a pit, 

carrie4 . 
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carried it home, and put it into the fire, where 
it became red-hot, without confuming. To 
what ufe it is applied by thofe who extraft it, 
I know not. It is, however, certain, that th^ 
have feveral times been induftrious in trying to 
find out miners among the Englifh prifbnersi 
apd in a few inftances have fuccecded in re- 
ducing our men to go and work at fome mines 
(of what I do not know) which are faid to lie 
near Breft, 

The inhabitants of the town, or troops of 
the municipality as they are called, arc obliged 
to do the ordinary duties here, when the re-r 
gular foldicrs are abfent. In certain cafes, how- 
ever, they are allowed to perform this fcrvice 
by proxy. The prefent price of a fubftitute is 
ten livres a day, which i§ judged to be more 
than the worth of a day's labour, though it 
will not purchafe m.ore than a pound and a 
half of bread, a pound of veal, and a bottle of 
indifferent wine. 

I have .not yet faid any thing to you of w 
French regular troops whom I have feen fince 
I have been landed. There is not at prefent 
any complete regiment 'here, but there are de- 

tachmepw 
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tachments of infantry from feveral. Every day 
I fee the different guards parade, march off, 
and relieve ; and twice I have feen a detach- 
ment exercife, and perform their evolutions, 
-which, though few and fimple, were very awk- 
wardly executed. Certainly a ftranger, who 
fhould ncgleft to calculate the force of other 
caufes, would ftart, on being told, that before 
thcfe raw levies (to ufe Mr. Gibbon's words, 
as nearly as I can recolleft them, on an occafion 
not very diffimihr) the difciplined legions of 
Germany, the fons of chivalry of Caftille, the 
gallant nobles of their own country, and even 
the hardy freemen of Britain, have been com- 
pelled to flee. In vain would he look for thofc 
ufuai indications of excellence, and prog- 
noftics of fuccefe, filence, attention, and the 
€xaft performance of movements in a great 
body, which we find in an individuaL— In their 
room he \vould fee battalions, compofed indeed 
of ftout arid healthy young men, but clumfily 
and confofedly drawn up, with uneven ranks 
and broken files, whofe bold looks, flovenly 
attire, and unreftrained carriage, would feem 
to proclaim equal defiance of their enemies and ^ 
L their 
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their leaders. Talk to them, and diey will try 
to make you believe, that they wilh to decide 
all battles by the bayonet only ; and yet at this 
weapon they would to a certainty be beaten by 
the Englifli, were the forces on each fide in 
every other refpefk perfc<2:ly equal; for their 
bayonets, which I have meafured, are {hotter, 
and worfe fitted for purpofes of deftruftion, than 
ours. When they charge, nothing is more com- 
mon than to hear them talk to each other, and 
fancy an Englifiiman, an Auftrian, or a Spa- 
niard, beneath their point, and crying for quar- 
ter. — I acknowledge freely, that the bravery of 
the French is as unqueilionable as the lighfi of 
the fun ; but this in itfelf is inadequate to the 
atchievcments which we have recendy witnciQed. 
To that lively courage which Simulates them to 
perpetual attacks j to their enthufiaftic ardour in 
the caufe of their invaded country; and above 
all to their undimintfiiable numbers, mufl: be, 
attributed thofe extraordinary events, whidi 
have confounded all political calculation, and 
filled Europe with amazement, conlternation, 
and mourning. 

The prefcnt pay of the common foldier is 

teft 
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ten fois a day and a ration of provifions^ but 
no wine when quartered in towns. They are 
fiimiftied by the ftate with neceflaries j fo that 
the money is for pocket expences only. The 
name of the general ofEcier now commanding 
here is Klingly. He is a native of Alface, and 
one of the largeft men I ever faw, being at leaft 
iSx feet four inches high, and proportionably 
ftoutk I have once dined in his company, and 
fat next to him, when he told me, that lie had 
been in England, and, among other parts of 
it, at Cattle Howard, the feat of Lord Carlifle; 
but in what capacity he had vifited there, he did 
not iexplain to me.— His birth is reported to 
be obfcure, and his advancement fudden*— -* 
Adieu, 
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LETTER IX. 

Quimpcf, 15th April, 179 J. 

By a news-paper, which I lately read, I find 
that the miferies and complaints of the 
Englifh prifoncrs here have at length been 
communicated to our government; and that Sir 
Morton Eden is abfolutely arrived in France, 
in order to negociate the terms of an exchange. 
This fubjed, which I have forborne to touch 
upon before, is a very ferious one ; and a rela- 
tion of the fufFerings which the prifoners of 
war here have undergone, from the injufticc 
and cruelty of their treatment, would form a 
mod affliding narrative. The following ftate- 
mcnt, which was drawn up on the fpot, by the 
Honourable Mr. Wefley *, and tranfmitted to 
Mr. Pitt, you may depend upon as a genuine 
and faithful reprefentation. 

• Brother of the Earl of Momington, who with his 
filler Lady Anne Fitzroy, was taken in a packet, by 
French frigate, on their paflage from Lifcon. 

« la 
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" Quiinper, 18th OAober, 1794. 

" In the beginning of July laft, the prifont 
** of Quimper contained about 2,800 fine young 
'^ men, about which period a jail diftcmper 
** broke out among them, which has already 
*' carried off upwards of i,!:oo. This difcafe 
" ftill continues to rage* with violence, and is 
'* not to be attributed to any general ill ftate of 
*^ the air, but to the following local circum- 
^' ftances. 

** Firft-^Want of cleanlinds, from there being 
^* no necefl&ries provided, whence the whole 
*' circumambient air becomes contaminated by 
" fo many people. 

♦* Secondly — Bad provifions, and thofe in 
*^ very fmall quantities, the daily allowance for 
" feven prifoners being only fix pounds of bad 
♦^ black bread j every fourth day thele feven 
** perfons receive alfo two pounds of (alt pork 
** among them ; and on the intermediate days 
** they are ferved with a fcanty mefs of horfe- 
•' beans. They have bad water, and no wine, 
** or any Ipirits of any kind 5 nor have even 
" thofe who poffefs the means leave to pur- 
*' chafe thofe articles. 

L 3 " Thirdly, 
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*^ Thirdly — ^Want of bedding and clodics^i 
V the conuniflSiry of die prifon of Ponteuazan» 
'^ near Breft^ having ftripped the greater part 
*' of the viftiois, who had the misfortune to 
" pals through his hands, of the^r clothes, bcd- 
^' ding, and money ♦. 

** Fourthly — Want of proper hofpitals and 
^' attendance on the fick; the hofpital, which is 
** intended for Englifh prifoners, being too fmall 
" to receive half the number that are feized 
^* with the fever. The remainder are carried 
*' into a damp room, 'and laid upon ftraw, with- 
^^ out any covering 5 and the above-m^nUoiied 
" prifon allowance is their only fupport. 

/^ This is a feir and impartial ftatemcnt of 
** the fituation of our unfortunate countrymen. 
*' The winter, fhould they remain here, y^ill 

• This corpmiflary wa$ ordered by the reprefentatives 
then at Breft, to take a blanket from each prifoner who pof- 
fefled two, and to pay him for it. He executed this com- 
miffion by turning out pf bed, into the court of the prifon, 
all the prifoners, in the middle of the night, when he took 
away not half^ hut all their blankets^ without making any re- 
fompence whatever for them. Their complaints of this 
. jobbery produced no notice or redrefs. 

*f Open 
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•* open a new fcene of diftrcfi, as the few who 
** may be fpartd, will dien perifb by cold and 
" hunger, as they will be abfblucely deftitute of 
** clothes, blankets, and odier neceflaries/' 

After this it were almoft unneceflary to purfuc 
enquiry farther; but as fomc well-amhenti- 
^ated anecdotes have been told to me, which, 
betides their relation to the fubjc(3:> ftrongly 
tend to evince the temper of the times at 
<JifFerent periods, and thereby, become in fome 
meafure afH}Ciated with the general politics of 
the country, I (hall give them to you, after firfl: 
premifing, that I believe the grcatcft part of 
thefe nefarious and difgraccfiil proceedings are 
attributable not to a deficiency of either proper 
liberality, or proper diredions, on, the part of 
the prefent French government, but rather tao 
the villany of their fubordinatc agents, who 
have violated the latter, in order to pmfk by 
the forpier. We know that a traitemeni, in 
affignahy to officers, who arc prifoners, has been 
decreed by the convention, and its rate fettled; 
although, from the multitude of offices through 
which it has to pafs, and theobftacles and im- 
pediments thrown in our way when we attempt 

L4 to 
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to trace the caufe of the ftoppage> hitherto we 
have Qot been able to recover any part of it. 
It is alfo fair to ftate, that fince a new com- 
miflary of prifoners has been appointed here, 
the daily ration of provifions, by being equitably 
iffued, is found very tolerably fufficient. Far- 
ther, in juftice to the people I am among, let 
me declare, that fince I have . been landed (ex- 
cept a petty inftance or two of fplenetic infult) 
I have had no caufe to complain of oppreflive 
treatment, or to lament the want of as rea- 
fonable an extenfion of liberty as I could ex-r 
peft. 

I have faid, that in the winter bread was 
forbidden to be fold to the prifoners, and fo 
was fuel, notwithftanding the feverity of the 
fcafon, and aUhough no allowance of it was 
iffucd to them. Had not the humanity of fome 
of the inhabitants of the town induced them to 
ftcp forward to their relief, in defiance of the 
penalty of imprifonment, many of the Englilh 
muft have perilhed from cold. 

The cafe of Lieutenant Robinfon, of the 

Thames frigate, will fet the condudt of the 

agents of tyranny in its proper light. This gen- 

6 demaa 
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tieman was uken in the latter end of Oftobet' 
1793, when terror was the order of the day, and 
in the engagement, which led to the capture of 
the (hip, loft one of his legs above the knee, 
and was feverely wounded in the other. On 
his arrival ^t Breft he was fent on fliore to an 
holpital, and attributes his being now alive to 
a good conftitution only ; for he was neglefted 
by the furgeons, and obliged to eat food in the 
higheft degree improper for a wounded man* 
He once applied to the chief commiffary for 
permiffion to fend a perfon to buy fome eggs, 
vegetables, and other refrefhments for hina, 
and was brutally refufcd. Mr. Robinfon found, 
however, in fome nuns, who were compelled to 
attend here, tender and careful nurfes. Thefe 
poor women were fubjefted to the groffeft in- 
fults, and the harlheft treatment. They had ac- 
cuftomed themfelves, from motives of religious 
commiferation towards the fick, to employ their 
kifure hours in praying by the couches of thofc 
who chofe to hear them; but this pious and 
humane praftice was interdidted to them, by 
an efpecial mandate from the reprefentatives 
on miflion here ; and tw© of them, who were 

found 
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jbund guilty of tranfgrefling the order, were 
dragged to prifon, amidft reproaches^ taimts,^ 
and execrations. 

Some months after, when his cure was ad- 
vanced, though far from completed, Mr. Ro- 
hinfon, in a hope of changing for the better, 
jeqwfted to b? removed tg^ Pontenazan prifon, 
about two miles from Breft, which was the 
general receptacle of the Englifh. Thither he 
was conveyed in a cart, with Icveral more ficfc 
prifoners, and thriift inco an old rope-boufe, 
containing 700 people, who fbortly after were 
incr^afed to 1,400. This room contained no 
beds for the fick, and his ftump was not healed. 
At firft they were allowed to walk for air in the 
day-tdme in an inclofed court; but this in^I- 
g^nce did not lafl: long, and thenceforth, on na 
cccafim whatever, was a prifoner fuffered to go 
out of the room. Nay die windows were for- 
bidden to be opened, though it was the be- 
ginning of fummer. However,- upon this inter- 
didioD bieing communicated to the reprefenta- 
tives- at Breft, they ordered the windows to be 
fccpt clofed on cne fide only. This rigorous 
crowded confinement foon induced putrid dif^ 

cafesj 
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isafes, which fwept off twenty and thirty perfons 
^ day, who were thrown without coveringiinto 
a large hole, and quick-lime helped on the 
bodies. The daily allowance of the prifon was 
a pound and a quarter of black fandy bread, 
four ounces of fait pork, a pint of four v/inp, 
and at night a foup, of horfe-beans boiled in 
water. The pork they were obliged to eat 
always raw, for there was neither a kitchen, nor 
any fire allowed, by which it could be drcffedj 
and the fentinels were ftridly forbidden to per- 
mit the prifoners to fend out and make pur- 
chafes of fuel, or aught elfe that they might 
need. 

This huge dungeon contained people of all 
ages. One day the commiflary of prifoners 
pointed out to Prieur de la Marne (one of 
the members of the convention on miflion) 
ibme little children, who were in a deftitute 
miferable condition, and afked what fhould be 
done to relieve their wretchednefs. " They are 
^* young vipers,'* cried this gentle and compaf- 
fionate reprefentative, (lamping with fury, " turn 
f ^ them out to graze ; grafs is good enough for 
ff th? Englifti !'*— This f^nie Prieur, who is noyr 

^' ihorii 
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^ fliom of his beams/' and in arrcft, is wcB 
inown for his fcverities and oppreffions in Brit- 
tany. It fcenis, that he entertained hardly a 
more favourable opinion of the people of Breft, 
than of the Englifii j for at one of the meet- 
Higs of the popular fbciety there, after a great 
execution, he affirmed that the town did not 
contain three real patriots ; and that all per- 
Ibns who wore mourning for traitors (meaning 
tbofe who hadjuft been guillotined) were fharcrs 
iri their guilt* 

On the 5th of laft May, Mr. Robinfon, with 
other prifoners, was wdered to Quimper, at thq 
diftance of forty-five miles from Breft. A man 
en crutches, who had but one leg, and that 
crippled, might be fuppofed to be entitled to 
the indulgence of a vehicle for his conveyance, 
Bot when this unfortunate officer afked how he 
was to be tranfported to the place of his def- 
tination> he received for anfwer — " Walk, to be 
•* fure V — In vain did he reprefent his utter 
incapacity. He was commanded to fet out 
with the other prifonersj and complied. At the 
end of a mile he found himfelf totally exhaufted, 
and^ muft have lain down to perifh on the road, 

or 
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Or await the cafual humanity of paffengcrs, had 
not the foldiers who formed the efcort, lifted 
him into a cart> which conveyed the baggage 
When they reached Quimper in a heavy rain, 
they were all put, without diftindtion, into aa 
old convi^nt, and during the whole of this day 
received for food and bedding— -^^r^K; only* — 
Finding himfelf wet and feverifli, and poflefling 
neither dry clothes or a bed, Mr. Robinfon re- 
quefted, as a favour, that he might be allowed 
to flecgp for the firft night at any houfe in town, 
obferving to his keepers that he could not run 
away; and offering, in cafe of compliance with 
his entreaty, to defray not only his own ex- 
pence, but that of the fentinel who might be 
placed over him. — He was peremptorily re- 
fofcd. ' 

Soon after Lady Anne Fitzroy, and her bro- 
dicr Mr. WeQey, arrived here. He ^vho rc- 
coliefts the former courtefy and gallantry of this 
once poliihed nation will fcarcely believe, that 
an attempt could 'be made to immure a youngs 
helplefs, and beautiful woman, within the walls 
of a common prifon. " The age of chivalry 
'* is indeed no more !" By much fuppUcatioo, 

and 



and after confiderable difficultyi her ladyftilf^ 
obtained permiffion to hire an apartment in an 
adjoining houfc, and to be ferved by a traiteur 
with what fhe wanted for herfelf and her at- 
tendants. She was, however^ forbidden to hold 
any communication with the people of the 
town, and a fentinel was placed over her to en- 
force the order. In the procefs of her con- 
finement, liberty of walking in a garden, at the 
back of her prifon, was granted to her ladyfhipj 
and this fignal indulgence was followed up with 
leave to walk in the town, or to be carried in a 
fedan which ftie had borrowed, guarded, how- 
ever, by her fentinel, left her machinations 
might endanger the republic. The , humane 
beneficence exerted by Lady Anne and her 
brother, to all ranks of their poor countrymen 
in captivity, are proclaimed here in terms of 
the moft enthufiaftic applaufe ai^d gratitude* 
Mifery, in whatever fhape it appeared, excited 
their compaflion, and called forth their bounty. 
They fupplied the unhappy fufiferers in the 
common prifon with raiment, bedding, and 
food, without which afliftance many of them 
fzmft have perifhed.— You will obfcrvc, by one 

of 
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of my former letters (which, long ere this you 
muft have received) that I had not the good 
fortune to fee' her ladylhip. Admiral Bligh w^ 
iBore Jucky, when he carried his fon, in laft Ja- 
nuary, oa board the Ihip fhe was in, to receive 
tcrproteftion. We have known, for fomc time 
paft, that they arrived fafely in England. 

Were it neceflary to continue the fubje;61i 
after what you have read, I am forry to fiiy^ 
that it is in my power to adduce many raorc 
inftances of preQicditated iyftematic ne^efl;, 
cruelty, and oppreflion, with which prifoaers 
have been treated in this part >of France during 
the prefent war. Many of the evils they have 
endured muft indeed be placed to the accouiit 
of Precini, the commiflary, the fame blockhead 
whofe indecent democratic manners, in a com- 
pany of ladies, fo much difgufted me foon after 
I came to this place^ This man has at length 
been fuperfeded, and his office fiUed by a very 
plain hoAOurable chara&er, who extends to aJl 
in his department not only ftridl juftice, bust 
every fair and oonfiftent indulgence^ which the 
ameliorated ftate of public fcntiments allows* 
The difmiffion of his predeceflbr, which was of 

th^ 
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the unceremonious kind, we chiefly owe to the 
reprefentations made by Captain Kittoe, who 
had long witnefled his iniquity, and combated 
it> after a long ftruggle, fuccefefully. The de^ 
£cncc which this gentleman made at the clu^ (or 
popular fociety) of the town, before which he 
was denounced, for " harlh and unjuft ufagc of 
" the prifoners of war,'^ Ihall, however, be re- 
corded in his juftification. He did not deny 
that he had iflued to them bad and unwhole- 
ibme provifions ; but this, he faid, v/as only in 
compliance with orders he had received; in 
proof of which he named a reprefentative, who 
had publickly direfted, that the ftore-houfes at 
Bred Ihould be fearched for damaged bifcuit, 
*• which," faid he, " is good enough for thofc 

*^ of Englifhmen !'' Had the charges 

againft him turned on this fingle point, he muft, 
^crcfore, have been acquitted of them ; but it 
was clearly proved againft him, that he had 
been guilty of innumerable afts of oppreflion 
and peculation. 

While Precini locked up and cheated the 
prifoners, there were not wanting others to 
import; with their mifery, I dare fay you have 

often 
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often read, in extn6ts taken from the Paris 
Hews-papers, of a noify fpeaker in one of the 
fcdions, diftinguilhed by his ridiculous aifunlp** 
tion. of the nanie bf Brutus. This tnan is 
now a private fentincl, although but a few 
months fince he was a general officer, and eom- 
manded the troops here* He was (like Tribout) 
originally a barber. During his command he 
took great delight in haraffing the prifoners, 
and adding to their diftrefles. In one of thefe 
freaks an unlucky prognoftic occurred of the 
decline of this great man's glory. Some Eng- 
lilhmcn who had broken out of prifon, in order 
to effect their efcape, were retaken, and brought 
back. To amufe himfclf, Brutus ordered them 
to be (hackled with the heavieft irons which 
could be procured, and in this condition march- 
ed them feveral times round the prifon-yard; 
in the centre of which, encompafled by his fa- 
tellites, he ftood, enjoying their pain and auk- 
ward movements. A Guernfey-man, who was 
of the number, as they pafled by the General, 
looked him full in the face, and cried, " Cbacun 
" ifon tour.'' At the moinent it caufed only 
M^ an 
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an increafe of the univerfal merriment; but the 
prediftion feemed to be in fome meafiire veri*. 
fiedy when, fbon after, Brutus's truncheon was 
taken from him, and a mufquet put in its 
place. 

This letter will be forwaixkd to you by Mn 
Robinfon, the gentleman whole name isfb often 
mentioned in it. After a captivity of ei^een 
months, he has recdved permiifion, in confide- 
ration of his wounds, to return to England, on 
condition of (ending back a French officer of 
equal rank to him&lf.*—— Adieu. 
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Quimpor; 30th April, 1795." 

Af length the clolids of rriisfortime begin to 
fepfarate, and a gleanni of hope (though 
1-emote) breaks athwart the gloom, anid pcdrits 
to England ; tvhence I have lately received let- 
ters from thofe who' are deareft to mei in which 
daft I need not fay yoii Jtre included. You 
were right to be fo brief and guarded in your 
cxpreflioris 5 although, as it hippetied, your 
letter reached me unopened, throi^h a private 
chantneh I obferve what you fay to me of the 
fteps you af*e taking to bring about my ex-- 
change. Several Englilbipeh whom I know 
have lately effeftcd theirs ; aad to my great 
joy (though I fliall deeply feel the lofs of his 
fccicty and protecting influence) the Admiral 
every day cxpefts an order to arrive from the 
maritime agent at Breft> for his liberation. A 
Captain Courand, who, on the ift of June, 
commanded Le Sans Pareil, of 84 guns, is to be 
M 2 exchanged 



exchanged for him> and is now in Franccj pre^ 
ling the committee of puUic fafety to ratify the 
agreement^ and forward the necefTary paflport* 
You muft ob{erve> diat Admiral Bligh is ex- 
changed for a Captain^ becaufe at the time of 
oar ^lingftom Engliand, in September laft^ he 
bore only that rank, in which capacity he com- 
manded the Alexander, and confequently as fiich 
only could be exchanged. Innumerable are 
the obftaclcs which I forefee to prevent my 
accompanying him, when his paflport fliall ar- 
rivei but, as I am on very good terms with the 
commil&ry, I (hall at leaft endeavour to obtaia 
leave to go to Breft, in order to folicit permif* 
fion from the leprefenudves there to pafs over 
into England, for the purpofe of procuring a 
French officer of my rank to be returned in 
exchange for me. If fuccefs attend my peti- 
tion (of which I am not in utter defpair, as it 
will be backed by the intereft of the Admiral^ 
I (hall be the bearer of my own letter; and if I 
mifcarry, he will convey to you this fequel of 
the adventures and obfcrvations of your friend. 
^ Deprived as you are in England of all cam- 
mxmicatioa with this country, except through 

die 
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Ac circuitous route of Switzerland and Ger- 
many, J often hear you alk me. What are the 
prefent policies and fentiments of the French ? 
A nnan at the diftance of five hundred smles 
from the metropolis can poorly anfwer fuch a 
qucftion ; but if you will be contented with a 
defcription of what the politics and fentimeitfs' 
of the people of Quimper and its neighbour- 
hood are, according to the beft informaticMi 
which I can procure ; and accq>t of a ftring 
of opinionsy derived from converfing with 
Grangers, and from reading m;ws*papers and 
freih publicadons, as a iblution of your en- 
quiry, behold me ready to contribute t6 the 
extent of my ability to your gratification. 

Here the friend« <^ royalty, fedendifm, and 
an undivided commonwealth, ftriiggle agsaiiit 
each other widi reciprocal vibrations. Fede- 
ralifm is, however, on the decline, and its fup« 
porters, attached as they are to the local preju^ 
dices which they contdxd for a continuation o^ 
perceive the impoffibility of carrying their pointy 
and are &ft melting into die two other great 
mafles. Royalifm, though bent to the earth, % 
|iot crulhcd« Its partizans are &3XL numerous, 

M 3 mi 
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and its hop^s iapg^ine^ too fanguine, I fear> (op 
aqooipfJ^inent. lyfy political principles are| 
you kcjptiChMga^ A^?c we partjcd^ and I fti]} 
think a liipited nmMchf the beft of govern- 
p^nt^. Had I bneen born a Frenphnnap/ 1 
fiiQuld b*X«. ftriigg^cjJ ^s bard (or the reyolu^ 
afia\^il78p,- a^ J ihftjild hayc rcfiftod with all 
nV*fli$fjlt.th?t(rfi7j2. Mpchas I hjite def^ 
fOtiffBr }ifipi {ctri^cly fefs a fojc to.depipcracy^ 
a,4tOliqa^ni: ^hjcb accordp pretty FQJlyrith thofe 
9CP>y fW?^ friends herp. Since I bayg i;efirfed 
^ong ^^ French^,.! ;.h§ye met witji only, one 
perfoHi ft-^ifiy (whofc,h»ftftnd had pnqe. ^ pjfice 
]p.j:hfi:h«Mf§b<*iL JWjd:K»>:emigrsii?d) yhpt-Jia^ 
jexpreffc^ to me a;yi(li^tpife tlic pld fyftem re- 
ifcotrj^^.V.Sbfo poQr W;Qj|i2io, cannot fqp^rate the 
%}endQPi;pf a ?opitt:aa<i.the vnlifnited |>pwe<, 
pi;ii^ king,/£pip,^9 Pf^fegnty a^d bafiijinf & of. 
tb|upeppie^., alwgys.^ dp/bribing thq letter as., a. 
dife^tKi.jiece:pra5y.i^fe^ former, 

l^^anftjwprized to ija^(^ that tberpyalifts. prefer 
(;io9^d*Arfqis: t9:iy%|j«5p?ter3 ?4f>«%^.^ They, 
qnil :;ihq'jCoun| .a 1^ ^aad . diccjded/ chaxafter:^ 
^Pwgb they dp: ©Qt g^v? his fonpejiprofligate 
dygp»|pi>^ ;Tp.t.be:lit4g^ujS4 « k^^WVi^: 
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^* au berceau^* as they call him, they look rather 
with regret than cxpedtancy, not unmingled with 
apprehenfion, left violence or treachery Ihould 
be ufed againft him ; but this fear I think 
gfoundlefs, becaufe his prefervation will beft 
ferve the intcreft of thofe whom he is among. 
I am afliired that his morals are corrupted, and 
his health deftroyed. — Unhappy mfiint ! what a 
leflbn.on the inftability of human grandeur doey 
he furniih ! 

** XJn faibk rejetton entre les ruines 

** De cet arire fkond^ coupe dans fes racines" 

Henri ADE, 7th Canto. 

The royalift party is ftrongeft in the country, 
and the republican m the town. The moft 
numerous clafs of inhabitants in the latter, the 
little houfckeepers, find their importance in-» 
creafed, and their vanity flattered, by becoming 
members of clubs and politic^ focieties, and 
be'mg admitted into municipal pofts and ho« 
Dours. Poubtlefs, even in this part of France, 
which has long been regarded with a jealous eye 
by the government, the royalifts arc not equal 
in number to their formidable aatagpnifts: 
M 4 t^cj 
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they will, however, I am confident, fly to arms, 
if ever a favourable opportunity of attacking 
their oppreflqrs be prcfented to them. When- 
ever I finfi myfelf (which fometimes happens) 
in a little knot of thefe good people* almoft all 
of whom haye cither fathers, brothers, fans, huf- 
bands^ or other near relations emigrated ; and 
when I liilen to the downfall of the convention, 
^nd h^ar (hem, by thp reftor^t|on of a king, re-: 
ftore themfelvcs to their forfeited honours and 
eftates; it brings to my remembrance what 
paffed, fevpteen ye^rs agOjj ^mpng the loyalifts 
of Maryland, where I was then, as now, a pri* 
foner of war. I hear fimilar fallacious calcu- 
Jarions made, unfupported cxpc(3:ancies indulg- 
ed, and ardent refdlutions adopted, to end, 
I fear, in fimilar dilappointmcnt. The paper- 
money, divifions and miftrufts of parties, my 
own fituation at both periods, and other cip- 
cumftances, render tjie parallel very ftriking 
to me. To dafh, with rude hand, the cup of 
confolation from the lips of thefe unfortunate 
people, were the extreme of cruelty j but when 
they appeal to me, by ^fking whether armies 
of Englifhmen and emigrants may not be ex-^ 

peftfd 
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pe6led to execute their airy fpeculations, I 
cannot become a partner of the deceit, by 
adminiftering to the delirium. Whatever 
might once be the opening prefented^to us for 
the attacking of France in her vitals, by a co- 
operation with the arniies of La Vendee, that 
feafon is pafled, never to return. To com- 
mence, at this declining period of the conteft, 
fuch a fyftem, wcfe alnioft to proclaim, that 
while we believed it poflible to fubjugate France 
by a coalition of exterior force, we difdained to 
profit by the arms of Frenchmen, in a caufo 
which we called their own. Befidcs, if a pub-» 
lication, which is ftuck tip in all parts of the 
town, dated the i&o( Floreal^ at Rennes, and 
figned by ten reprefentatives, and twenty- 
two Cbman chiefs, with Caumartin at their 
head, may be believed, the Vfcndeans have 
made their peace, and fubmitted to the repub- 
lic, after having for more than two years caufed 
the moft powerful diverfioji in favour of her 
external enemies. But this my friends here 
intreat me to defpife ; and, when I point out to 
them its marks of authenticity, affure me, that 
f harctte will never lay down his arms, but on 

the 
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the condition of royalty being re-inllated; that 
he is only temporizing, and will foon break out 
ftrongcr than ever. I liften in filence, and 
Icnow not which way to turn my faith. — What 
fliall I fay of this extraordinary charader, Cha- 
T^tte ! who, whatever be his future intentions, 
has lutherto, certainly, difplayed extraordinary 
powers of mind, and Antasus-like arifen frefli 
from every fall. I am acquainted with two 
people who perlbnally know him, and defcribe 
his talents,* courage, and perfeverance, in terms 
of enthufiaftic admiration. The French do 
not fcruple to affirm (but here I fufpedt their 
love of exaggeration, hot unmixe^i with national 
vanity, to preponderate) that the war of La 
Vendee has coft to the republic more men 
than all her foreign conflids united. If, inftead 
of men, perplexity and vexation were fubfti-^ 
tuted, the account would be more credible, 

The proclamation which announces a con- 
clufion of the war of La Vendee is not the only 
one, which ftrikes at this moment the public 
eye, in Quimper. His Pruffian Majefty, Fre- 
deric William, our good and faithful ally, bas^ 
we arc told, alfo made his pea?e with the re- 
public. 
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jp^ublic. When I rccoUeft his threatening bonv? 
baftic language, and the mighty irruption made 
into X^hannpagi^e, not quite three years ago> by 
tl)is pigmy in the fhoes of a giant, I can com- 
pare him to nothing but the month (April) I. 
write jn,.which is faid to come in like a lion an4 
go out likp a lamb. The French themfelve% 
cannot help adverting to his former menaces^ 
and fneering at them, when comparpd with hit 
preicnt.meieknefs and tender congern for the 
jcfFufion of human blood. The preamble o£ 
jthe projc^aqfiation ftates, that, " i;> Pilnitz,, at 
^i part <>f his Pruflian. Majefty's dombions, the, 
'* firft partitiqning treaty of the territory of 
5* France was (executed. That now thc.repub- 
*' jic has d^monflxatpd to kings and minifterv 
f^ that Ihe is not only yidoriousbut invincible, 
f flie will prpva-to them that ihe is generous^, 
5' wd wilUog to grant peace, upon terms ccmi- 
'^iifting with, her dignity > to all her enemies,, 
ff And^ th,at henceforth the ftability of her go-.^ 
'* vernm^nt, not only to conclude^ but to gua- 
f* rantec^ treaties and alliances, ought not to be 
f^ doubted^ &c. &cc;*-^A p^ace with. Spain,! 
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fikcwife, is reported to be in great fbrwardhcfe 5 
fo that it is probable, before the end of this year, 
England alone wiQ have the conteft to maintain ; 
and well, I truft, it will be maintained by our 
▼iftorious fleet ? 

If then the coalition be on the point of its 
fliflblution, and Charette has laid down his arms, 
cither w^e muft abandon the fubjugation of 
France, or fcek for other means to accomplifh 
it, which, if they exift at all, are internal. No- 
thing con be more dazzling and impofing than 
the great fucccfs of the French againft itheir 
foreign enemies^ .and the fceming cafe wkhf 
which the vaft machine of fhe repubUcan go- 
vernment moves; but this fmooth exterior 
conceals a hollow and ulcerated infide. The 
liumbcriefs abufes fubfifting in the multiplied 
public offices, which defy control or abolition j 
(what think you of its being afiertcd in the con- 
vention, that in the pod -office department 
more than thirty-nine tboufand pcrfons receive 
falaries ?^ the depreciation of affipiatSy which 
proceeds in a ratio continually increa&ng, a 
piece of mon^y^ which eight weeks fince fold 
fbr 140 livres^ now fetching 490$ ^1 abovc^ 
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zSLy the enormous public expenditure^ which 
almoft defies computation ; are caufes of the 
moft ferioQs alarm to the fupporters of the re- 
volution. The lafl: of them, if not checked, 
muft iH-oduce a national bankruptcy, and over- 
turn this government, as it did the monarchy; 
but whether to give birth to a new form o^ 
democracy^ or to the reftoration of a king, 
who (hall fay ! 

By the report of the new financier, Jo- 
hannot, made to the convention — 



livfcs. 



The national exaroee of the month 7 ' V^ » ^ 

The -edft rf U«. in A. f«„.7 ,g,,,, .^ . ^^ 

month was -----3'' 



Excefs of expenditure, icje^tng (hiU "% 

liogi and pence, and reckoninf f 366^205,7x7 • or £, t6yOsi«50o 
alifreat jof/. •« « - - 3 



In the fucceeding month, Pluviofe, the dif- 
ference was ftill more enormous; it exceed- 
ed the receipt by 443,164,244 livres, or 
£.19,388,435. " The trappmgs of royalty" 
would poorly keep pace with this unprece- 
dented profufion, which is hourly iacreafing, 
by the ineviuble augmentation of falaries to all 

the 
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the public fervants, both civil and military/ 
The naval offi<iers have had a confiderable ad- 
dition to their pay fincc I left Breft ; andj as a 
lignal to all beneath, the ftipcnd of the members 
of the convention has been increafed from eigh* 
Iccn to thirty- fix livres a jday» 

I do not pretend to know the nature and 
extent of the preftnt taxes 5 but I remember 
the favourite fcheme of a heavy land-tax^ in 
lieu of all others, was trumpeted forth at the 
commencement of the revolution, not that it 
dates its birth at fo recent a period. Our prin- 
ciple of taidng confumption, they treated with 
great contempt j but I have reafon to believe 
they will foon adopt it, as I have lately read a 
moft fpirited and ingenious attack on Cambon^ 
and fome of his predeccflbrs, in which it is ex- 
tolled. The moft confiderable of the prefcnt 
impofts is a duty of 20 per cent, on all lands 
and houfes. This was calculated to produce 
260 millions^ and makes the annual value of 
landed property (including buildings) to be 
1300 millions of livres. Let us fuppofe (dread- 
ful fuppofition!) that a third part of this is 
fequeftrated, and in the difpofal of the govern- 
ments 



IN THt YEAR I795. 175 

ment. Call this 440 millions ; and farther, let 
us prcfume, that all thcfe houfes and lands will 
be fold at 25 years purchafe (which, if the 
nature of a part of the property, and the fears 
of reclamation, particularly of the eftates of the 
later emigrants, be confidcred, is perhaps too 
much) the amount will be 1 1 milliards. This 
is the calculation of the moft fanguine of 
the French with whom I have convexfcd on. 
the fubjed; and even this, terrifying as it is to 
compute or read, feems likely to be infuffi- 
cient. Johannot reckons the national nfieans 
at 15 milliards 226 millions, even after the 
allowances, which juftice and humanity didtatc, 
ihall be dedu&ed from them ; and propofes to 
coin immediately 150 millions of copper, in 
'order to afford fuppori to the declining credit of 
a^gnats. I need not tell you, that I poflefs no 
data to formally controvert this ftatement of 
the financier j but I beg leave to obfcrve, that 
his whole report, which I have carefully read, is 
conceived in thofe fanguine and flattering terms, 
which appear to me to have fprung from a 
pre-concerted determination of exhibiting the 
fiivourable fide of the pidture, and keeping the 

people 
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people in gpod-humoun I have heard it pub^ 
lickly derided, and have been told that botk 
Its premifes and conchifions are falfe. In ad- 
dition to the allowance ^hich he hints is to be 
made to the relations and creditors of emigrants^ 
under certain reftri£l:ions> is to be placed a 
complete reftitution of the properties of the 
Briflbttne party, and all Vi^ho fufFefed under die 
tyranny of Robclpierre : at leaft fuch expec- 
tations have been holden out in the convention. 
He alfo ftates, that there are now eight milliards 
of qUignats in circulation, and (;hat only three 
milliards more need be added to them. For 
tlie juftnefs of this laft declaration his word 
muft be taken/ as he does not tell us why he 
limits to this fum the future emiffion.— Query, 
How are the creditors of the old government 
to be confidered, when the day of liquidation 
ihall arrive ? A lottery, it feems, is projefted, 
of all the forfeited houfes ; and the fcheme, at 
leaft here, appears to be relilhed. — There is 
yet another fource of revenue, of a delicate na- 
ture, which I fomedmes hear and read boafted 
of: -- rcquifitions from the conquered countries ; 
and confifcations of the church lands in the 

Axjftrian 



Auftrian Netherlands.— How far thefe will be 
jjrafticable to any great amount, T leave to yoil 
to determine^ Remember, that the compa-^ 
datively trifling levies, which have been already 
made upon the Belgians, are faid to have ren- 
dered the French name odious in that country. 

But little fafts fometimes imprefs conviftibn 
on the mind, when a laboured detail has failed^ 
i^ Until lately there were not any /offignais in 
circulation of more than two thoufand livres 
each in value; but, on the petition of the army 
contradtors, ^Jfipiats of ten thoufand livres 
e^ch have been fabricated, " in order to leffen 
** the expence of €arriag€, which is become 
•* enormous." — One of the Paris papers, two 
months ago> alfigned as a reafon for raifing its 
price, the increafing value of ps^per, which was 
then 80 livres a reatn. ** How," alks the 
editor, ^ can it be othcrwife, when govern* 
^* ment, by eontraft> is every day fupplied with 
^^ fix thoufand reanis for its confumption in 
^ printing off i^gnats !! '* 

All affignats of the Value of more than 100 

livres, bearing the effigy of Louis XVI. were 

prpfcribed fome time fince> except in the pur- 

N chafing 
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chafing of national domains. This was one 
of the laft piratical manoeuvres of Cambon^ 
and was every way worthy of the financier of 
Tlobefpi^rre. However it fomewhat contri- 
buted to lejQTen the immenfe load of circulating 
paper. 

When I fum up the conrponent parts of this 
ftupendous lyftem, and contemplate it in the ag- 
gregate, I muft confefs myfelf to be ftaggered, 
and almoft ready to pronounce againft the ability 
of this wonderful people to continue the conteft 
. in which they are engaged. But, after revolving 
the fubjeft in every point of view in which if 
prefents itfelf to my mind, I am decidedly of 
opinion, that not even a national infolvency 
would produce the effeft, which fome of the 
powers combined againft them fought in its 
commencement. The difmemberment of France 
cannot be accompliflied, without the extermi- 
nation of its inhabitants, even though Mr. Play- 
fair write a fccond profound diiquifition to de- 
monftrate its neceflSty and prafticability ; and 
how far a " iellum intemecinum^^ againft twenty^ 
four millions of people is either in its principle 
to be dcfired, or in its accomplilhment to be 

cxpeftcd. 
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tf cxpefted, may at leaft cxercife the cafuiftry of 
«f humble fearqhers of truth, like you and me. 

<« That the French wilh for peace, cannot be 

ri- doubted by thofe who arc in a habit of reading 
ng their daily chronicles, and liftening to their fen* 

timents ; but even this event, dcfirable as they 
fls feel it to be, they will not purchafe at the ex- 

pence of the integrity of the empire, or by fuf- 
fering any power, or combination of powers, on 
earth, to diftate to them what fhall be dieir 
form of government, or even to interfere in 
the moft inconfiderable point about their in- 
ternal regulations. Such, upon my honour, I 
believe to be the unalterable determination of a 
krge majority of the French nation. A peace 
with us they especially covet. I Ihall not now 
ftay to examine what are the impediments on 
our fide to its completion. We are accufcd of 
wifhing to monopolize the trade of Europe to 
both the Indies. According to the lateft ac- 
counts I hare read from one of them, notwith- 
ftanding our rapid conquefts in the beginning, 
the tide of vidory feems to be fo far balanced^ 
as to render the event dubious; and even if 
we finally fuccccd in that quarter^ it may be- 
N a come 
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come a queftion^ whether *^ Ujeu vaut Id chdft^ 
♦^ Me:^ The yellow fever^ and the refiftancir 
of a million of men, fuddenly awakened to & 
perception of their ri^ts, are antagomfts not 
to be defpifed, " Emanc^ate the negroes, and 
the commercial afcendancy of England is for 
€ver deftroycd," (aid Danton. My opinion is. 
very dif&rent; and I am perfbaded, that if the 
Charibean iflands were at this moment inde- 
pendant dates, our dipping woiikl not be le& 
numerous (ibr our immenie capital would flow 
into other channels) nor would fugar^ r\xm^ 
cofiee, and Barbadoes water, be le& attainable 
to adminifter to ow luxury. If the opulence of 
England be founded on the bafis of African 
flavery; if the produftions of the tropics canf 
be difpenfed to us only by the blood and tears 
of the negro, I do not hefitatc to exclaim-— 
** Pcrifti our commerce f ' let our humanity 
live ! 

By the way, I am often afked^ why we joined 
againft them in a confederacy, whoft aims (they 
fay) were as irreconcileable to each other, a6 
to juftice. This query I have fo little fatis- 
fa£Uon in anfwering, tbat^ fi)r ^ iake of aiigu^. 
8 inent. 
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TOcnt, and to prevent being totally overborne, 
I retort it upon them, and accufc them of 
being the aggreflbrs : a conteft in which nothing 
is gained or loft, for both affirm, and both 
deny. 

It is, neverthdefs, certain in the mean time, 
Aat a hatred of us, as a nation, is univerfally 
difiufed among the favourers of the revolution. 
When declaiming on this head, their extrava- 
gance is fometimes not unentertaining. They 
have coUefted, and believed, without examina- 
tion of their abfurdity, a number of wild and 
ridiculous tales about us^ fuch as that there 
exifted a fchemc to fet the Dufce of York 
fspon the throne of France; that Marat and 
Robcfpieire were in the pay of Mr. Pitt, and 
j^fted by his. direftions, &c. &c. They ftun 
one, indeed, with repetitions of the name of 
Mr. Pitt, and execrations of his politics, which, 
I often tell them, is the higheft compliment 
they can pay him. ** His fether,'* faid an orator 
in the convention, ** infufed into him, in his 
^* infancy, his hatred of France, and, like Hamil- 
^' car of old, fwore him to eternal enmity againft 
^^'^the French name." But, perhaps, another 
N3 great 
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great man^ whole fhare in provoking the war^ 
and founding the knell of peace^ has not beei> 
inconfiderable, may feel dilappointed on being 
told, that his name in this part of France is 
never mentioned, and is even unknown. The 
iplendid pebble, with which Mr. Burke, after 
the firft revolution, endeavoured to perturb the 
lake of French tranquillity, has not yet fpread 
its undulations to this diftant ihore. — ^Tode- 
fcend from Mr. Burke to his vaunted antagoniCb 
Tom Paine, I was, on coming into France, cu- 
rious to learn what had become of this wander* 
ing demagogue, whom the delirium of the mo^ 
tnent had rendered confpicuous. For a long 
time I could get no btelligence of him : to 
fome his name was new i and others, with dif- 
ficulty recoUeding it, faid he was guillotined.' 
My enquiries remained unfatdsficd, until 1 
chanced to read in a news-paper a decree of 
the convention for hi? relcafe from arreft, with 
other deputies of the party of Briifot, From 
this time,, until a few days fince, I had ceafed to 
think about a being, wbofe name was never 
mentioned ; when a n^ws-paper again prefented 
it to oiCa in a report of Courtois to (he con^ 

vcwioti^ 
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vcntion, dignified by the title of ^^ founder of 
*' liberty in the two worlds/' Notwithftanding 
this confolatory panegyric, I am of opinion 
that Mr. Paine is not deftined to fliine on the 
theatre of French politics. But whither fhall 
he retire to better his fortune, and re-lunne his 
fame ? America would now prove ^ fterile and 
unproduftive foil for the tranfplantation of 
fuch a genius 5 while ungrateful Europe (the 
French dominions exceptc;d) fhutting every 
avenue againft him, bids him wander, like a 
fecond Cain, without an afylum, or a refting* 
place. 

To return to my fubjeft. — The preftnt period 
is c-ertainly an intercfting one in the hiftory of 
die revolution. The convention is not popular, 
and every day lofes ground in the affedlion of 
die people. You can form no adequate idea 
of the clofencfs with which its proceedings are 
fcrutinized, and the afperity with which they 
are attacked, in the news-papers, and in private 
circles. Since I have refided among the French,^ 
freedom of opinion and fpeech has made an ex^ 
traordinary progrefs. Heads which, fix months 
jigo would have '' 'bided but the whetting of 
N 4 '' the 
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** the axe/' now declaim unintimidaied, aocl 
unrcftrained. Has the propofition of Merlin de > 
Thionville, for the diflblution of the conven- 
tion^ and the election of a national ailembly^ 
yet reached you ? It was ftrongly defended, an<l i 

ftrongly reprobated. For the prefent. Merlin 
has been prevailed upon to withdraw his mo* 
tion; but, I think, it will be refumed fisona 
the royalifts eagerly long for it, and predidt^ 
from the moment it fliall be decreed, the re* 
ftoration of monarchy, provided the eledion bc: 
free and general; but this is not expeded, a$ 
9 propofal, in cafe it muft be adopted, has been 
already darted, to oblige the people to t\t& a 
majority of die prefent legiflators. In the mean 
time the new conftitution is loudly clamoured 
for by the republicans.^ Sieyes, who is at 
length emerged from behind the curtain whicK 
had fo long concealed him, and others, are 
faid to be preparing it; and a very beautiful 
metaphyfical theory of imprafticability, I doubt; 
not, it will prove. Let this he as it may, I 
dread aq agita^on of thefe queftions, and be- 
<:ome doubly defirous to get out of France 
before they are ftarted > fqr, during the timc: 
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of the deftiQn, we Ihall at lead be locked up 
and half ftarved^ if no worfe befal U3t 

But anpther qucftion, which involves more 
important confequences than at firft appear, 
viz. Whether the leaders of the ancient com- 
mittee of public lafety, Barrere, Collot d*Her- 
bois^ and BiUaud de Varennes (Vadier having 
efcaped) ffaall be tried^ or not ? has during th<r 
Jaft fix weeks almoft abforbed every other con- 
fideration. It wa3, in faft^ ^n experiment of 
the ftrength of the two parties, the moderates 
and terrorifts, which divide the convention. 
The latter are generally fuppofed to be com- 
pletely overthrown i but, in my opinion, the 
middle ftep, of infli&ing, without a trial, the 
punifhment of exile (fome fay to Cayenne, 
others to an ifland on the coaft of Brittany) 
upon culprits whofe crimes exceed credibility^! 
is not only unjuft, but evinces fomething like 
^ compromife. The royalifts, the Briflbtines, 
^nd all others who have been lately freed from 
confinement, greatly dreaded the efcape of thefe 
monfters, in the confequent triumph of their 
party. Poor Madame Kervclligan, while it 
lya^ pending, did us the honour, with fome 

mQre 
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more ladies, to dine with us. You cannot 
pidure to yourfelf terror like her's, left the 
moderates fhould be defeated. She took from 
her pocket a paper> and read to us from it, with 
great encomiums, the fpeeches in the conven- 
tion of Legendre, Ifnard, and others who had 
declaimed againft the prevenus \ while (he was 
enraged in an equal degree againft thofe who 
had defended them, and refitted the return of 
the profcribed deputies (her hulband is of the 
number) into the bofom of the convention, until 
they Ihould be purified by trial, Lecointre of 
Verfailles was not fpared upon this occafion. 
Mr. KervclUgan is now in Paris ; and who can 
wonder at her perturbation ? Of the feventeen 
months which he lay concealed, ibe was fhut up 
eleven a clofe prifoner in the chateau of Breft. 
Jf (he do not Hear from him by every poft, flie is 
miferable ; not knowing, in the pref^nt temper 
of the times, who may be fpared in a popular 
commotion. She and others declared to me> 
while the ftruggle lafted, that fo cxafpcrated 
were the two parties againft each other, that 
they (hould not be furprized to hear, that they 
had had recourfe to arms, and butchered ono 

another 



XW THE YEAIt 179$. 187 

another in the fenate-houfe. The days and nights 
of the 1 2th and 13 th of Germinal were parti- 
cularly terrible. The Convention during the 
whole of them remained at its poft, moft of 
the members being armed with piftols to pre- 
vent aflaflination. In this commotion, of which 
part of a narrative, written by one who was 
on the (pot, has been read to me, the cry of 
•< Vive Louis dix-feptT was once or twice heard, 
but it was faindy uttered, whilft ^^ Vive la re^ 
^putlique, and give us a conftitution!" refound- 
cd pn every fide. 

Immediately after this difturbance was quelU 
ed, cxpreflcs communicative of the event were 
dilpatchcd into all the diftrifts. The courier 
to this place arrived a litde before noon on 
die 9th inftant, and the drum was forthwith 
beat in every quarter of die town, inviting all 
^* goed citizens " to repair at two o'clock to the 
cathedral, to hear the account from Paris read, 
and to adopt meafures in confequence of it* 
Being aflured of not giving offence, I went at 
^ree to the place of appointment, and found 
the municipality, and about 150 people of die 
lower order, including a few officers, feveral 

foldiers. 
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foldicrs, and many women, coJlefted. Thejp 
were liftening to a man who was mounted into 
the pulpitj and reading to them a bulletin^ ilating^ 
the circumftanccs of the attempt which liad 
been committed on the national reprefentatives^ 
und of its fupprefiions alfo the names of certain 
members whole arreft had been decreed $ and 
laftly, that General Pichegru was called in, to 
preferve by an armed force the peace of Paris 
from the machinations of royalifts and terro- 
rifts. Every body wore their hats, and no infulc 
was oflFercd to vs Englifhmen, feveral of whom 
were prefent. When the reading was finiihed, 
an addrefs to the convention was voted, on the 
patriotifm and energy they had difplayed j and 
ieveral people got into the pulpit, and fpoke in 
their turns. From thcfe orators, a blackfmith 
w^s univerfally allowed to bear away the palm^ 
haranguing with great fluency againft the terro-^' 
rifts, and furprizing his auditors by the keenneis 
of his farcafms, and the juftnef^ of his obferva* 
tions. The fpecch of one who afccnded th^ 
tribuiie was fimply, " Vive la republique r which 
was received with many plaudits. In conclu* 
fioii they decreed, th^t the member&of the aiv* 

cicnt 



dent committee of /urveiBance of the town 
(which has long been fupprefied) ihall be 
deemed fiilpefted perfons, be difarmed, and 
obliged to appear every day before the muni- 
cipality j and that henceforth they (hall not be 
eligible to any office of truft or power in their 
commune, 

A mention of the committee of furoeillance 
leads me to bring you acquainted with that in- 
fernal inftitution, which, of all engines that ever 
Were placed in the hands of a government^ wa^ 
furely the moft efFeftual to over-awe the citizens^ 
and to promote the caufe of defpotifmi The 
number and coft of this hoft of licenfcd Ipics 
were not lefs extraordinary than their power, 
Which authorized them, without affigning any 
reafon but a fufpicion of incivifm, to enter the 
joules of all the inhabitants, whom they pleafcd 
to fey had been denounced to them ; to fcize.^ 
upon their perfons, in order to deliver them 
over to the revolutionary tribunal; and to break 
open their cabinets, and infpedt their papers. 
There arc in France forty thoufand com- 
munes^ and every commune had its committer, 
which, upon an average, contained ten mem- 

bejn^ 
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ben> the number in part depending upon that 
of the inhabitants. The ialary of every mem« 
ber was five livres a day. 

If therefore we multiply • • 40,000 

by 10 



Ihe number of members will be 400,0^6 

5 



and the expence per day - - 2,000,000 Iirres ; 
which multiplied by - - • 36$ 

makes the annual expence - - f 30,000,000 livres, or, a€ 
iof4/.cach, ;f.3i,937,joo* 

The committee oi furveilkmce of Quiroper 
confifted of twelve members^ whofe names and 
occupations were as follows : 



Botibon, retail (hopkeeper, 
Harier, butcher, 
Moreau, mufician, 
Becam, taylor, 
. Cariou, taylor, 
Kerochy barber. 



Rofe, • barber^ 
Roland, • merchant's clerk^ 
Morivan, • hog^butcher* 
Le Moine, gardener, 
Montaigne^ brazier, 
L'Hot, - printer's devil. 



They were to a man the creatures of the 
creatures^ ten gradations deep, of the com- 
mittee of public fafety. In fuch hands were 

the 
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iStit liberties and lives of Frenchmen depofited ! 
Even on the day I write, the inftitution is not 
tot^ly aboliflied, but is momently expefted to 
be fo. It is ftill retained in towns which con- 
tain forty thoufand inhabitants^ or more, but is 
feldom allowed to exercife its powers. 

The number of-perfons guillotined in Quim- 
per was only four, tvo priefts and two women. 
The guillotine was kept in the cathedral, but 
performed its office on the parade. It was cuf- 
tomary to fend to Breft thofe who were de- 
nounced, which was more convenient than to 
try them on the fpot, where witneffes might 
have cftabliftied their innocence : of this clafs 
there were many viftims. I was told, whea 
at Breft, that 172 perfons of both fcxes had 
been executed there. The operation is faid to 
have been performed on 32 of the number in 
ibmewhat lefs than nineteen minutes. 

It is impoffible to pronounce the ^ovAguillo* 
tiney without aflbciating with it its grand mover 
Robefpierre,that modern Procruftes, who fought 
to contradt or extend to the ftandard of his own 
opinion, a mighty people i before whom nei- 
ther elevation of virtue or talents could ereft a 
t fliield. 



fliield^ or infignificancy of birth and iituatioil 
creep beneath a flicken Without aiming to 
become his defender, I muft> however, be per- 
mitted to obierve, that many of the relations^ 
which, on authority fcemingly good, I every 
day hear and read of his towering ambitiori and ' 
capricious cruelty, are too extravagant to be 
credited, and, if true, too degrading to our na« 
aire to be repeated* in the general horror and 
indignation excited by his remembrance, I am 
fcnfible (efpecially among this declamatory 
people) that truth will often be facrificed to 
paffion» There is, befides, a fecond reafon, 
that increafes the diftruft with which I liften :— 
to fcrcen themfelves from odium, all the fubor- 
dinate tyrants fix upon him, and attribute to 
/his orders, the innumerable butcheries and ada 
of oppreflion which they have perpetrated.— 
They who were once his clofeft imitators, are 
now loudcfk in their outcries againft his me- 
mory J which, in many inftances, is loaded with 
die crimes of his contemporaries. I had not 
been takep twenty-four hours when Captain 
Le Franq, either from credulity, or a wifli to 
imprefs me with an early belief of his net being 

attached 



IW THfc YEAt( 1795* 193 

attached to a (inking party, told me, among 
fimilar tales, that Robcfpierre had, in the town- 
hall of Paris, caufed himfelf to be proclaim- 
ed, " Maxiaiilian the Firft, Emperor of the 
" French," Upon finding that a man, whofc 
relative rank and fituation in life entitled him 
to refpeftablc fources of information, could 
thus, cither from ignorance, prejudice, or a 
lefs laudable motive, be guilty of fo grofe a 
mifreprefentation, it became doubly incumbent 
upon me to reftrain my belieC 

However outrageous die execrations of the 
French now are on hearing his name, they do 
not furpafs the adulation with which they once 
approached the idol of his power. I wilh I could 
fend to you the Gazette Nationak of the 30th of 
fluviofe^ which belongs to a coUcftion of news- 
papers that I have accefs to, and contains a fe-> 
port of the i6th of Nivofe, made to the con- 
vention by Courtois, in the name of the com- 
mittee appointed to examine the papers of Ro- 
bcfpierre. Never before was flattery fo grof& 
and Icrvile ufcd as fome of thefe produftions, 
which were addreffcs to him from different 
diftridts^ communes^ and popular focieties. The 
O ftatue 
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ftatue infcribcd to the *' immortal man,'' and 
the poetic tncenfe afterwards offered at his ' 
flirine by Boilcau, fade before it. He is called 
in them the glorious, incorruptible Robefpierre, 
who covers, as with a Ihield, the republic by 
his virtues and talents ^ who joins to the felf-de- 
nial of a Spartan, or a Roman of early date, the 
eloquence of an Athenian. Even his tcnder- 
nefs and humanity of difpofition are praifed. 
One man congratulates himfelf on a perfonal 
refemblance of him 5 and another, at the dif- 
tance of 600 miles, is haftening to Paris, to 
fcaft his eyes with a fight of him* He is com-' 
pared, not by an individual but by a body of 
people, to the Meffiah, •' annonce par V Eire Su^ 
^^ fremej pour reformer toute choJe\* and after- 
wards he' is faid to manifeft himfelf " cowm 
•* Dieu, par des merveilles.*' On fomc occafion 
a ?V Deum was performed for him, the burthen 
of the ditty being, « Vive Robejpierre ! Vive la 
" RepuNique r'—l feel afhamed to tranfcribe any 
more of thefe impious and contemptible abfur- 
dities. I beg of you, however, to remark, when 
Courtois's report fliallfall into your hands, that 
amidft the papers which have been fcrutinized 

of 
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of ttiis eitraordiriaiy perfohagc> though incon- 
trovertible evidence of his reftldfs and fangui-i 
nary difpofition dppears, yet nothing bearing; 
the marks of an arranged plan for mounting a 
throne, or erefting himfclf into a diftator, was 
found. Some trifling hints are once or twice 
thrown out, which the reporter does not fail toi 
magnify; but Robefpierre, if he ever reall/ 
entertained fuch a project, was too circumlpe(9- 
to commit it to writing; and knew too well 
the loofe nature of man to entruft his fecret> 
Until it were matured in his own mind^ and 
could tempt to confederacy by its probabilitj^ 
of accompliftiment. I never reflcft on thci 
fudden and total apoftacy of the French front 
this man and Marat, without indulging a 
hope that the verfatile levity of fcntimentj 
and unccafing defire of change, which cha- 
rafterize the nation, will at length point, in a 
Ipirit of repentant loyalty, founded on an un- 
conquerable determination to be free, to thd 
defcendants of their kings. And this hoptf 
I am always willing to fuftain^ by calling to 
mind our reftoration of Charles the Second j 
but at the fame time I confefs, that (at Icaflr 
O a foi' 
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for the prcfent) my obfervations pronounce it 
to be rather a conclufion which I dcfirc, than a 
confummation which 1 expeft. 

By pofterity then muft Robefpierre be judg- 
ed. No fcruciny will reach his virtues, how- 
ever it may exalt his genius. Vigour of milid 
he undoubtedly poffefied, and he joined to it 
(except in moments of inebriation, to which he 
was fometimes addided) profound diffimula- 
tion ; but there exifl: unqueftionable proofs^ 
that be was a poltroon, which fingle flaw in his 
compofuion rendered his downfall certain^ A 
combination of other caufes might have pro- 
longed his elevation, but could not have pre- 
fcrved it to the end of his exiftence. On how 
many occafions did Cromwell's perfonal intre- 
pidity, and firmnefs of ncrve> uphold him and 
his authority ! ' 

We owe candour more to a review of the 
word than of the beft of charaftcrs; and na 
man was ever more entided to an indulgence 
of it than Robefpierre. 

The papers of the other members of the 

committee, of which Robefpierre is believed to 

have direfted all the fprings> are alfo laid opcn^ 

S ud 
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and arc equally curious and fhocking as his. 
There are among them orders, ready figned 
and fealed, for bringing to trial, and executing, 
thofe whofe names might be inferted in the 
Wank fpaces. Juries, a venerable inftitution de- 
rived from usy have hitherto had very little 
claim to the gratitude of the French. In a 
report made to the convention by Saladin, in 
the name of the committee of ar, on the 13th 
of laft Ventofe (3d March) it is ftated, that 
the managers of the committee of public fafety, 
Barrerc, CoUot^ Billaud, &c, held every even^ 
ing conferences with the public accufer and 
the prefident of the revolutionary tribunal, who 
rendered to them an account of their proceed- 
ings, and received dieir inftruftions for the 
work of the next day. — On the following ac- 
count you may alfo rely. , k judge and jury 
were fent to Paris, from* a place aoo miles 
diftant from it, to give an account of their 
principles, for having condemned two men to 
ten years imprifonment, who, in the opinion of 
a reprefentative who was prefcnt in the court, 
ought to have fufFered death. The crime of 
the prilbners was, having iaic}:j that " they 
o 3 *« wUh^4 
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^^ wifhcd to fee the tree of liberty of their com- 
f^ mime cut down." — ^The fentcnce was ordered 
to be quaflied j they were tried again j and 
guillotined. 

An extraO: of a letter, figned Darthe, found, 
after his execution, in the cabinet of Le Bas, 
IS as follows. ^' L£ tomiti dejdut pullif a dit 4 
'f Le Bofii qt^il tfferait que nous trims tous les 
^^ jours de mieux en mieux. Robefpierrf voudrait 
^' que cbacun de nous put former unjetd trihunal^ 
'* et emfoigner cbacun un'e ville de la frontierer 
After' this gende wifh (allowing it to have been 
pttered) which breathes more clofcly.that of 
Caligula than any othpr that modern biography 
affords, you will, perhaps, think I have been 
po lenient to the memory of Robeipicrre, 
RememlDcr, I only wifh to apportion his ihare 
of guilt. The convention, by baniftiing the 
triumvirate, " until they can be tried at 4 
*' period of ipore tranquillity," not only demon- 
ftrate a fear of the Jacobin party, but a fecret 
apprehenfion left many of themfelves fhpuld 
be implicated in the tranfadions which fuch aq 
lenquiry would unfold. Hence the violent op-? 
pofition to a publication of their papers by 
f many 
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irxany of the moderate party, as well as that of 
their opponents. How indeed, in confiftency, 
could thofe men, from whom they derived their 
powers, now turn their accufers ? 

To conclude an odious and debafing fubjeift. 
The *' noyadesj fuziladesy and republican mar^ 
*' riages'* of Carrier at Nantes j joined to the 
exploits of CoUot d'Herbois at Lyons, who 
chained together, at one time, four hundred 
people, in the great fquare of the city, and fired 
upon them with grape-lhot, until they were ex- 
terminated ^ with many others (equally diabo- 
lical, which fhall not pollute my page, almoft 
tempt one to believe, that a majority of the 
nation were at one time accomplices in its 
crimes and miferics. They have, indeed, at 
length awakened from their deliriumi and figh 
at the dreadful retrpfpeft. 

I have written until my paper is exhaufled, 
my eyes bedimmed, and my imagination haunt- 
ed by racks, wheels, and guillotines dyed in hu- 
man gore. — Therefore good night ! and adieu 
pntjl p-morrow, when I will refumc my pen! 
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Quimpcr, ill May 1795. • | 

MIDST fuch fcenes as I was ycfterday 1 



condemned to dcfcribc, it were impof- 
fible but an univerfal corruption of 'manners 
muft follow, and it has accordingly arrived. 
That the French fhould pant to be free., who 
can doubt, or who can blame ? Buc it has 
happened to tbcfn^ as it muft to every people 
who are fgddenly hurried into extremes, with- 
out the national mind being in any degree pre- 
pared for the change which has taken place. 
This people poffeffes not the ftability of cha- 
rafter, or the auftere fclf- denying virtues, of 
the ancient republicans. Many of the prefent 
leading demagogues of the convention do not 
even afFeft a common regularity of manners ; 
^nd, if the public journals, which do not fpare 
tbem by name, may be believed, waliv>w in die 
moft fcandalous ftnfuality. 1 read the other 
(Jay a defcription of a drunken fcenc between 

one 
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one of the Merlins and a brother deputy, which 
was pourtrayed with much humour. I mention I 

this to Ihew you, that the editors of news-papei^ |! 

here are not more afraid of the executive power f 

than on your fide of the water. When I com- j 

pare the prefent number of the convention to : 

what it was at iti inftitution, not three years j 

fince, and rccolleft the caufes,—felf. murder, 
public execution defertion, and banifiiment — 
which have occafioned the diminution, I ftand 
petrified with amazement and horror. What 
ftrong^r proof of the depravity of this legifla- 
tive affembly can be adduced than their perpe- 
tual deliberate a6ts of treachery towards each 
other, in betraying private converfations, which 
have paffed among riiemfelves ? Their annals 
arc full of it. How many of their members 
iiave been hurried by it to the guillotine; and 
how many more have been fupplanted in the 
public favour by the informers ! 

The thirft for diffipation is not leflcned 5 but 
whence the means which enable many of the 
French to purfue it in its prefent form are dc* 
rived, is a myftery. If the exceffive and daily 
increafing price of commodities be confidered, 

nothing 
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nothing is more inexplicable than how thdc 
who have only ftipulated incomes contrive to 
fubfift upon them. I live with the moft rigid 
frugality, and yet cannot bound my cxpcnces 
within lefs than 250 livres a week. It is cer- 
tain that falfc affignats abound ; and the tongue 
of malevolence has not fcrupled to aflert, that 
many of them have been iffued from the na- 
tional treafuryf " in order to leflen the public 
♦' debt, when the day of prefcntation for pay- 
** ment ihall arrive/' Remember, I do not 
pretend to ftate this as more than the whilper oi 
party. It is evident that the habits, which this 
plenty of the medium of exchange, however 
obtained,.creal:es, are deftruftive of all induftry. 
This little town is crowded by men and womenj^ 
who, like the Athenians, do nothing from morn- 
ing to night " but tell and hear of fbme new 
•« thing/' The national ficklenefs dcmonftrates 
itfelf no lefs in private than in public opinion. 
In Paris alone, in the month of laft Nivofe^ 223 
divorces took place* 19S of which were foli- 
cfted by the wives. Nothing is more fpecious 
than a facility of divorce. To render the chain 
pf union indiflbluble were, indeed, to realize 

?he 
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the punifhment of Mezentius ; but to permit Its 
reparation upon every trifling and momentary 
caprice, is to corrupt fociety in its fourcc* 
you know that marriage is here a civil 
contradt only, which I have fecn entered into 
at the bureau of the municipality, and which 
confifts merely in the parties declaring, before 
certain witneffes, their wifh to be united, and 
entering their names in a regifter j but of late 
all but flaming republicans have thought it ne« 
ceflary to fl:rengthen the engagement, by pri- 
vately fuperadding the ceremony of the church. 

The national tafte has fuffered equal degra- 
dation. The dramas of Racine, and the odes 
and epiftles of Boileau, are fupplanted by crude 
declamatory produftions, to which the revolu- 
tionary Ipirit has given birth. The French 
have been almofl: as ingenious as ourfelves. 
It was a difcovery referved for the prefent age, 
that Pope was a mere verfifier; and that the 
jmnrwrtal compofitions of the two before-men- 
tioned writers are harmonious tinklings only, 
devoid of fire of fancy, and elevation of genius. 
There has been a report prefented to the con- 
F^ntion, oil the Goihicifm which has~ overlpreM 

the 
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the land, and exterminated in its fury more 
than two thirds of the works of art and tafte, 
which ennobled France, It will be handed ' 
down to pofterity, in the chronicles of the re- 
volution, as a faft that marks the fpirit in which 
it has been condufted. 

Notwithftanding the various arms by which 
religion has been perfecuted, fhe again begins to 
lift her head. A report, prefented by Boiffy 
d'Anglas, from the united committees of public 
fafety, general fccurity, and leglflation, to the 
convention, containing ten articles in favour of 
public worlhip, has been adopted and decreed. 
By thefe the republic acknowledges no national 
religious inftitution ; nor grants falaries to the 
priefthood ; nor furnilhcs any place for the 
performance of worlhip, &c. &c.j but it 
cxprefsly forbids, under pain of punifhment, 
every one from preventing his neighbour from 
the exercife of his devotion. 

In confequence of this decree on the back 
of the proclamation iffued by Gucfno and Guer- 
mcur, and of affurances^from the conftituted 
authorities that they fliall not be molefted, the 
piodcratc catholics here aJQTemble on every Sab- 
bath 
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bath in the Cathedral, the ufe of which (as an 
indulgence) is granted to them ; but the more 
rigid, fearlefs of the law (which forbids it) hold 
little meetings at each other's houfes; where the 
non-juring clergy officiate. This is known to 
the police ; but the predileftion of the country 
people, who flock in great numbers to thcfe 
affemblies, renders it convenient to wink at 
thcmj and has hitherto reftraiikd all attack upon 
them. 

I went upon Eafter Sunday to the cathedra], 
and found a numerous congregation there. The 
altar was lighted up by twelve large waxen tapers i 
the holy water was fprinkled upon the congre- 
gants i and the incenfe was burnt, with the ac- 
cuftomed ceremonies; but even here demo- 
cratic fplccn manifefted itfelf in difturbing what 
it is no longer allowed to interdift. In the moft 
folcmn part of the fervice, the Marfeilkis Hfirm 
was heard from the organ : that war-whoop, to 
whofe found the bands of regicides who at- 
tacked their fovereign in his palace marched ; 
and which, during the laft three years, has 
been the watch-word of violence, rapine, and 

murder ! 
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murder*! How incongruous were its notes in 
the temple of the Prince of Peace! A bkck- 
guard-looking fellow clofe to me, whom I 
knew^ by his uncombed hair, dirty linen, ragged 
attire, and contemptuous geftures, to be a vert* 
table Jans-culo^tey joined his voice to the mufic, 
and echoed, ^^Aux armes, citoyens!'^ Fear alone 
kept the people quiet; and of its influence 
in this country I have witncflcd aftonifhing 
proofs, which demonftrate, beyond volumes of 
reafoning, the terror inlpired by the revolu- 
tionary government. 

As the obfervance of the Sabbath advances, 
the Decadis fink into contempt. I had heard 
much of civic feafts and other patriotic infti- 
tutions celebrated upon them j but fmce I have 
been here, nodiing of the fort has occurred^ 
The national flag is difplayed on the public 
offices, and if there is no preffure of bufinefs, 

♦ I was once carclefsly humming, at a fire-fidft, the 
Carmagnole ; when a lady, fuddenly interrupting me, ex- 
claimed, ** For God's fake ceafe that hateful tune ! It 
** brings to my remembrance nothing but mafflacres and 
•• guUldtinesJ* 

the 
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the clerks have a holiday. A few zealous re- 
publicans alfo fhut up their (hops ; but at prc- 
fent for one fhop (hut on a Decadi, there are fix 
on a Sunday ; for, however their owners nmay 
differ on political queftions, a fenfe of religion 
is not extinguifhed in the mafs of the people, 
even of the town. I have, neverthelefs, been 
aflured, that fix months ago, to have fliewn this 
mark of refpedt for the Sabbath would have been 
a certain mean of drawing down the refentment 
of the predominant fadtion. On every Decadi 
the laws are appointed to be read in the cathe^P 
dral, and the municipality attend. I had once 
the curiofity to go to this meeting, and found 
the number of auditors, which I counted, cx^ 
clufive of the reader, and tliofe who attended 
officially, to be twenty-feven perfons, of whom, 
to my furprize, five were old women. 

Were I not bound to attend an appointment 
at twelve o'clock, in the event of which I am 
4ecply interefted, methinks it were a curious 
fpeculation (to which I incline) to try to dc- 
velope what will be the probable ftate of 
France, when peace with all her neighbours 
ihall be reftored to hen The thinking part of 
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the nation furvey, not without alarming antici^ 
pation^ the confequence of a million and a half 
of armed men, to whom a habit of indolence is 
become familiar, being turned loofe upon a 
country whofc fpecie has difappeared, whofe 
foreign commerce is annihilated, and whofc 
manufaftures muft be born agawy for hardly a 
trace of their having ever exifted remains : add 
to this, that the government, by being no longer 
revolutionary, will lofe its ftrong executive 
ipring: and that the people are fplit into in- 
numerable parties, which hate each other with 
irreconcileable inveteracy. 

National prejudices and political antipathies 
I confider as a vile ftate engine, which, in the 
hands of a few crafty men, has for more than 
five thoufand years wrought the milery of the 
human race. Englifhmen and Frenchmen, the 
Charib and the Hindoo, the philofopher of 
Europe and the naked favage whofe wander- 
ings I have witncfled at Botany Bay, (hall one 
day, I prefume in humble confidence to truft, 
be affembled before the " living throne," of a 
common Father ; and look back on that dimi- 
nutive fpcck, which in the boundlefs ocean of 

infinity 
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$il6m(y nothing fhort of divine irradiation could 
make vifible to their eyes ;— to review with un- 
qualified contempt, forrow, and repentance, 
thofe falfe priAciples, and fangtlinary conclu- 
fions, which rendered it unto them a theatre of 
contention and horrof, and.caufed their days to 
be « few and evil !*' 

If fuch be my fentiments, I have no right to 
wilh calamity to France. I do not. — May flic 
conclude peace with her neighbours i and la- 
bour to fetde her own government ; and render 
happy her numerous children ! But when I look 
forward to the completion of liich an event, I 
think I forefee fo many long years of havoc, 
which have yet to urge their courfe in this 
devoted country, that I will drop the curtain, 
and haftcn to meet .— *— • — — * Adicu% 
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LETTER XII. 

MY DEAR — -, Plymouth^ i ith May, 1795. 

CONGRATULATB mc. The circumftances 
which led to my obtaining permiffioh to 
come to England, prove me fortunate beyond 
example ; and as I think them honourable to 
French gencrofiry, I fhall not omit to record 
them. 

I arrived here yefterday, in a little Daniftt 
brig bound to Copenhagen^ which ran ofF the 
Sound, and made a fignal for a pilot. One of 
the Cawfand boats in confequence pufhed out 
to us, and received Admiral Bligh, his two 
young gendemcn, and myfelfl We were foon 
landed; and I am happy to tell you that I found 



The packet which accompanies this will ex- 
plain to you my hopes, and the meafures 
which I intended to purfue, at the time it Was 
written. The Admiral's liberation and paflport 

arrived 
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Arrived on the 2d inftant; and, on his requeft 
for his aid-de-camp and interpreter to accom- 
pany him> the good cortimiflary made no fcruple 
of fiirnifhing me with a paflport to go to Breft, 
upon pledging myfelf to return, in cafemy ap- 
plication to the reprefentatives might be re- 
je&ed. Having biddeh adieu to my friends, I 
fet out on the following morning on horfe- 
back, with the Admiral and the two boys in ^ 
carriage, the beft the town afforded, widiout 
fprings, and with traces made of ropes. Our 
Hidden departure was in confequence of know- 
ing that ail embargo, which had fubfifted for 
ibme time, was juft taken off, and that feveral 
American veffels were ready to fail' for Eng- 
land. We travelled about thirty-fix miles, 
through a country which is full of young pro- 
tnifihg corn, indicating a plentiful crop, and 
lappearing not to have ftiffered from wanting 
hufbandmen to fow it. About four o*clock 
we reached a village, whence there is a ferry 
about ten miles acrofs to Breft. Here we em- 
barked, with more than a dozen country people, 
who were carrying the produce of their farms to 
the next day's market Only one of them could 
P 2 fpesjc 
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^cak French, who fatisficd the curiofity of the 
reft about us. They made their fupper of 
€rape, and were abundantly thankful to us for a 
remnant of a piece of cold veal which we had 
brought with us, fome bread, and a little wine, 
which they ate as luxuries. Owing to a con- 
trary wind, it was midnight before we got 
abreaft of the harbour's tnouth ; when we learn- 
ed, by hailing a veflel, to our unfpeakable mor- 
tification, that all the Americans haa failed in 
the courfe of the day. The circumftance of 
having mifled, by being a few houris too late, 
an opportunity, the fellow of which might not 
arrive for months, joined to the apprchenfions 
and perplexity of men in our fituation, on en- 
tering into a garrifon-town like 5reft> at fo un- 
feafonable and fulpicious an hour, rendered our 
feelings very unenviable. We wanted the boat- 
men to land us at the town, and to fliew us to 
an inn, where we might be accommodated with 
beds J but this they peremptorily refufed to do, 
telling us, that we miglit every moment expedl 
to be hailed by one of the forts, and ordered 
on fliore to give an account of ourfelves. This 
happened, as they had foretold, in a few mi* 

nutes. 
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nutcs, when we were fiimmoned through a fpcak- 
ing-trumpet to land within fome pallifades at 
the point of the dock-yard. A ferjeant and a 
file of men received us, and condudlcd us im- 
mediately to their officer at the guard-houfe, a 
tall well-looking young man ; who after having 
inipefted our paflTports, and liftened to our 
wifhes, very civilly offered to accommodate us 
as well as he could in his guard-room, or, if this 
propofition were * not agreeable, to fend a fer- 
jeant with us to knock up an inn. We were- 
grateful for his politenefs, and begged to accept 
the latter, requefting permiflion to leave our 
baggage under his care until morning, which 
was complied with, and a ferjeant was direftly 
fent away with us. We had, however, but jufl 
paffed one of the barriers of the dock-yard, 
when we were flopped by a municipality pa- 
trole, who, notwithftanding our conductor's ex-- 
planacions and remonftrances, carried us all 
forthwith to their guard-houfe, and gave us to 
underfland, that we mufl paft the night there 
as well as we could. This treatment enraged 
us; and I bade them recoiled tHat they were 
l^ffering an unnecefTary indignity to a '* General 
P3 '' Jnglais^"'' 
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*' Anglais^** who had not entci:ed Brcft without: 
ample and fufiicient authority, and who woulcjj 
certainly reprefent their interference and imper- 
tinence, on the next morning, to his friend Ad- 
miral Villarec, and the members of the conven- 
tion on miffion here. This refolute tone, ta 
which the Admiral dcfired me to give full force,^^ 
had quickly its effeft, and this bourgeois collec- 
tion of tinkers and taylors thought proper to. 
fend us under an efcort to a neighbouring inn y 
but it was now become fo late, that, after having 
knocked at the door for more than half an. 
hour, we were obliged to return to the guard- 
houfe, and take up our lodging thei^e : the Ad- 
miral fittmg up, on a bench, by the fire, and 
the two youngfters and I lying down on the 
. guard-bed with the foldiers. 

In the morning we took our leave with very 
litde ceremony, and repaired again to the inn^ 
where we found admiffion. After breakfafting, 
and rendering our drefs as decent as we coul4 
without our baggage, we went, as we had been 
diredked at Quimper, to the office of the mari- 
time agent, and produced our paffports. He 
received us very properly, and furnilhcd us witl\ 
6, ticket^ 
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tickets to Ihcw in cafe of being ftoppcd — an 
event not unlikely to happen to Engliffi of- 
ficers walking in their uniforms about the 
ftreets of Breft. Our next vifit was to Mon- 
fieur Villaret, whofe reception of Admiral Bligh, 
and whofe undeviating conduft to us both while 
- we remained here, was friendly, polite, and fet- 
tering in the extreme. I had never before feen 
him, and had now the honour to be introduced 
to him by Admiral Bligh, as his aid-de-camp. 
His frank and gentlemanlike manners at once 
won my efteem. He appears to be between forty 
and fifty years old, is of an engaging counte- 
nance, well made, of a middle fize, and has a 
military carriage. Upon hearing where we had 
left our baggage on the preceding evening, he 
direftly difpatched his own coxfwain for it, and 
it was brought to us fafe and entire. But his 
goodnefs to me (as the friend of an officer 
whom he fo highly refpefted for his gallant de- 
fence of his fhip, as Admiral Bligh) mufl'bc 
particularly flated to you. No fooncr was the 
predicament in which I flood made known to 
Jiim, than he offered his interefl to back my ap-, 
plication to the reprefcntatives j and itififted that 
P4 wc 
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wc all fhould immediately fct out to their 
office' to undertake it. Upon our arrival there, 
wc were introduced to one of them, Cham- 
peaux, an old man, who at Admiral Villaret'^ 
interceffion confcnted at once, without ftardng a 
difficulty, to my being allowed to accompany 
my Admiral, and promifed me a paflport. 

Our only difficulty now was to find a coa- 
veyance. Admiral Bligh therefore expreffed a 
wifh to his friend that he might be fufFered to 
hire a boat, whi<ph he woyld engage to fend 
back immediately on toeing landed on the neareft 
part of the Englifli fhore. This propofition 
(which, confidering the times, was rather of a 
delicate nature) was acceded to by Monfieur 
Villaret; who added, that he would take care 
that fhe fhould be properly fittpd and victualled 
for us ; however ;n the afternoon a lycky oc- 
currence prevented us from putting his ge- 
nerous zeal to fcrve us to farther proof: — An 
An^erican gendeman, who knew our fituation^^ 
brought a little Danifh maftcr of a brig to our 
inn where wp had d^ned (Admiral VJllaret being 
engaged to the reprefentatives) with whom wc 
prcfently concluded an agreement for oyr paf- 
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£ige; As the Dane wifhed to depart on the ne^ 
day, it becanne again neceffary to trouble Moii-> 
(ieur Villarct to urge the completion of our 
paflports for failing out of the harbour ; and for 
this purpofe he appointed to meet us at nine ia 
the evening, at the houfe of the reprefentatives. 
Thither, at the hour agreed upon, we repaired^ 
and found him. He condufted us into a fpa- 
cious garden, and introduced us to the reprc-^ 
fentatives, Topfent,Vernonj and Harmand,wha 
received us with great cordiality; and when they 
learned that Admiral Bligh had been all day in 
town, chided Admiral Villaret for not having 
brought us with him to dine with them. Thefe 
gentlemen, however, declined taking any part 
in granting, the paflports until the arrival of 
their colleague Champe^ux, who was momently 
cxpeded. We, therefore, continued walking 
on the terrace, and converfing on general fub- 
jefts, which unavoidably led to the grand and 
only enquiry that feems to agitate the minds 
of Frenchmen: — the politics of the day, as 
connefted with the revolution.— They fpoke in 
rcfpe£lful terms of our national chara£ler, and 
pthctically lamented the war between England 

and 
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and France, calling it an unhappy and fruitled 
conteft to both parties.' It was, they faid^ paft 
human comprchenfion to account for the ceafe- 
h& implacable enmity between two nations, 
which by their valour, opulence, and enlight- 
ened charafter, were fitted to hold the balance^, 
and diftatc the tranquillity of Europe. I liftencd 
in filence. Thefe men had no /ans-cutoitifm 
about them, either in their manners, language, 
^r drcfe 5 the two firft were civil, moderate ancj 
Correft, and the latter was gentlemanlike an4 
rcfpe£tabk.. Had it been my defire, it was not 
my intereflr, to interrupt or oppofe them. I 
▼cntured, however, once or twice to (lightly 
d^mur at one of their propofitions, in order t(x 
draw out their fcntiments more fully; which oc- 
cafioned thefe words^ (from Vernon, I think) to 
be repeated with emphafis, *^ France will be ^ 
*• republic /• an4 England neither fijall^ nor ought 
•* /^, interfere m our internal concerns.'^ This 
convcrfation made a deep impreflion upon me^ 
and was, I am confident, introduced in Order 
that the Admiral (to whom I interpreted it) 
inight communicate it on this fide of the water. 
It differed but littk from others which I ha4 

often^ 
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often heard on the fame fubjeft during my oap-^ 
tivitVi but the rank and fituation of the Ipeakers^ 
from whofe lips it fell, render it memorable toi, 
me. — Finding that Ghampeaux did not come 
home, about ten o'clock we retired to our inn, 
being firft given to underftand, that I might be 
fure of meeting hjm in his office at fix o'clock 
next morning, being the hpur at which he al- 
ways entered upon bufinefs. 

At a few minutes before fix on the following 
day I renewed iriy vifit, and waited but a fliort 
time before I was admitted to Monfieur Cham-» 
peaux. He was fitting in his office, in an el- 
bow-chair, drefTed in a flannel jacket abomi- 
nably filthy, and fmoking a Ihort black pipCjj 
exaftly fuch an one as the old women in Ire- 
land carry about in their mouths. It brought 
to my mind Sir William Temple's defcriptions 
of thofe old burgomaflrers, who formerly, with 
fo much plainnefs, wifdom, and integrity, con- 
duced the afiairs of the Batavian republic. I 
had no more reafon to complain of my recep- 
tion now than on the preceding day. He told 
me that he did hot wonder at my impatience,^ 
a^d ^ha; I Ihpuld wait for what I wanted only 

until 
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until a clerk fhould come rn. ^< But^" added 
he, '* our clerks ZTt faineants.'* Ah! thought 
J, if this honeft gentleman could take a peep^ 
at this early hour^ into an Engtiih public office, 
where vigilance for the common weal never 
flumbcrs! — His affable compliance removed a 
mountain from my mind. I now took an op- 
portunity of prcfenting Admiral Bligh*s Com- 
pliments to him, and requefting, as an acknow- 
ledgment of his politenefs, that he^ would name 
(omc French officer, a prifoner in England, 
whofe releafe he might be intcrefted about, 
and that he might depend on bis being fent 
home. The old maa bowed^ and, recoUcdting 
himfelf for a moment, wrote down the name of 
a garter JAafier^ who was taken in TAtalante 
frigate, and is now in prifon at Kinfale in Ire- 
land, begging that I would give it to the Ad- 
miral with his thanks, and perfeft reliance on 
his good faith* X continued to wait; but no 
clerk entering, although foqie other company 
did, I flipped out, and planted myTelf on' the 
ftair-cafe, where I had not remained long be- 
fore 3 grave fober official-looking character 
cgmc foirward.-^" Pray, fir," faid I, " do yo^ 

*^ belong 
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« belong to the office ?'*— " Yes, citizen.^— I 
told him my bufincfs in few words, and having 
been fimilarly fituated in an Englilh office, 
Vhen I begged his affiftance, looked as if I 
would bi grateful. *^ Are you fure, citizen, that 
^* you have feen the reprefentative ?'*— *«^ Per- 
^'fedly fure." — " The reprefentative Cham- 
« peaux?'*— « Yes."—" Then foUow me, and 
*' your bufinefs Ihall be done." — With a bound- 
iQg heart I accompanied him into his office* 
When he had finiflied writing the paflports, he 
took them in to the reprefentative to be figned 
and fcalcd, and I amufed myfclf as well as im- 
patience, not unmingled with fear, left fome un- 
forefcen impediment fliould be ftarted. Would 
allow, by looking about the room in which I 
was left alone. Oppbfite the door was written, 
in large charafters, " Whatever fervant of the 
" republic fhall accept of a fee or gratuity, for 
« tranfading the public bufinefs, Ihall forfeit his 
*' place, and be farther puniflied." There was 
alfo ftuck up on the wall a fatirical print of cer- 
tain charadters among us, who Ihall be name- 

lefs, in very ludicrous atdtudes and fituations. 

He loon returned with the paffports completely 

executed. 
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OBCcutcd, and prefented them to mc, in fuch i 
manner as convinced mc, that to have offered ^ 
reward to him, for having fimply performed his 
duty, would have been conftrued into an infuk^ 
and perhaps have been attended with unpleafant 
confcquences to myfelf. 

1 hurried to the Admiral with my credentials^ 
and we loft no time in getting on board, and 
urging our departure from the port, which to 
our unutterable joy took place about eleven 
o'clock laft Tuefday. A northerly wind pre- 
vented us from arriving here till yefterday. 

The Ihortnefs of my rcfidence in Breft, and 
the ftatc of hurry and anxiety in which it was 
pafied, almoft preclude me from offering to you 
any remarks about it. It is very ftrangely laid 
out, on the fide of a hill, and long flights of flQ>5 
conneA different parts of the town. It is cer- 
tainly much larger than either Portfmouth of 
Plymouth> and contains Ibme handfome public 
buildings, cxclufive of the naval arfenal, which> 
you may be fure, I did not enter after the firft 
night, when it was too dark to make any obfer- 
vations. The French are faid to be making 
Tigorous preparations here s but when we ran 

through 
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through Brcft- Water, there were only nine Or 
ten fail of the line ready, or nearly ready, for 
fea. As we failed along, I caft a look of ex- 
ultation at my old jail La Normandie. At 
the harbour's mouth we were boarded by a 
guard-boat, the officer of which offered not 
any interruption to us, upon feeing our paff- 
ports, 

I had almoft forgotten to mention that before 
we embarked we heard that Le Franq, the 
captain of Le Marat, was cafhiered, for being a 
Robe/perrifi ; and that he, with^ many others, 
was obliged to fliew himfelf twice a day at the 
office of the municipality, as a caution againft 
his elopement. We did not fee him, and by 
no means thought him cntided to much com- 
miferation. — Admiral Villaret gave us the infor- 
mation. 

To the civility of Mr. Anderfon, the Ameri* 
can conful, we Were indebted, not only now, but 
when we were formerly at Breft^ . My two old 
friends of the prifon-fhip, on hearing of my 
arrival, found me out, and came to fiip with us 
at our inn. 

Our expcnces ran Ytry high during our fliort 

flay 
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ftay at Breft. We dined, at a very middling of-* 
dinary, at fifteen livres a head ; and for tolerable 
wine after dinner were charged nineteen livres a 
botde I every other article being proportionably 
extravagant. 
I wait here only for ■ ■ ■■ . — — — ■ 



£xpe£k to fee me in 



town in a week.—— Adiciu - 
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